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Environmental Fleet Mobilized for Nationwide Ocean
Clean-up

I

n response to 2017 World Oceans Day, the EPA mobilized 19 coastal counties and cities to simultaneously
launch a nationwide ocean clean-up on 22 July. Five-hundred and seven divers as well as an environmental
fleet consisting of 817 ships participated in this initiative to clean the seabed around Taiwan together. A total of
20,609 kilograms of marine waste was removed in one day.

First ocean clean-up initiative: striving
from plastic restrictions towards plasticfree
During the event, Minister Lee and Keelung City
Mayor Yu-Chang Lin presented flags to local divers.
Meanwhile, Minister Lee also announced that at least
192 metric tons of garbage floating at the bottom of
the ocean had been cleaned up from 44 hotspots
around Taiwan in the first half of 2017, and then he

vowed to continue ocean clean-ups until the oceans
are completely plastic-free.
Around the event venue, Chaojing Park, there was
once a sewage treatment plant as well as the largest
seaside landfill in Taiwan, which have now been
transformed into a current spectacular state after
being remediated. The name, Chaojing, is a Japanese
word for the area where the Kuroshio Current and
Oyashio Current meet, which is rich in phytoplankton
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Minister Ying-Yuan Lee (left) used live-streaming video to talk to
environmental fleet members during the event.
and fishing resources. The park and its vicinity was
designated by the Keelung City Government in 2016
as a bay resource conservation zone, where fishing
activities are limited in order to achieve sustainable
management of marine resources.

Environmental fleet sets sail on crosscountry live-streaming video
Minister Lee and other participants used livestreaming video to talk to Chiayi County Magistrate
Hwa-Kuan Chang, who highly supported the event
and the Minister’s idea of plastic-free oceans. A “Shuan
Fong” flag was especially designed by Chiayi County
and blessed by the local goddess, Matsu, before being
presented to the local environmental fleet to ensure a
safe return. All garbage collected from the sea as well
as that produced on the ships were to be brought back
and treated in the fishing ports.
This was the first time the EPA took part in a global
World Oceans Day event with regional governments.
A total of 817 ships from 19 coastal counties and
cities joined the environmental fleets, and 507 divers
and over 12,000 citizens participated to protect the
marine environment. The number of participants and
the event scale were the largest since Taiwan began
participating in World Oceans Day.
The three parts of the activity were clean-up of
garbage from seabeds by divers, clean-up of floating
2

garbage by environmental fleets, and environmental
education. Priorities for the first part included marine
ecological hotspots in regions such as Pingtung
County, Hualien County, and New Taipei City since
they are popular diving designations or famous tourist
spots. Through “hotspot clean-up”, the EPA wishes
to accumulate experiences and results for further
implementation at other coastal areas.

Collaboration with fishing authorities to
encourage fishermen to join in
Other than recruiting divers for clean-up, the EPA is
now also seeking opportunities to collaborate with the
Council of Agriculture (COA) of the Executive Yuan,
the Fisheries Agency (FA), and regional fishermen’s
associations. Local environmental authorities not only
urge fishermen to join environmental fleets and ask
ships to bring back recyclables and wastes generated
during their fishing operations, but have also increased
incentives by combining reward mechanisms with
exchange prizes in order to lower the amount of waste
that enters the oceans.
Besides continual ocean and beach clean-ups, the
EPA emphasizes at-source waste reduction is of
greater importance. The long-term goal is to move
from the ongoing policy of limiting the use of plastic, to
promoting the reduction of plastic usage in daily life, to
finally building a plastic-free society.
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Minister Lee (center) announced the EPA’s cooperation with civic organizations to
establish the Marine Waste Management Platform.
Environmental education sections and game areas
for children were also onsite for people of all ages to
experience up-close the negative impacts of marine
waste via interactive learning and actual participation,
so that all would understand the significance of
marine environmental protection and sustainable
development.

Collaboration with civic organizations to
establish the Marine Waste Management
Platform
In an effort to integrate all resources and further

promote ocean clean-up, the EPA is working with
civic organizations and environmental groups in
Taiwan, such as the Greenpeace Foundation, the
Society of Wilderness, Penghu's Citizens of the
Ocean Foundation and the Kuroshio Ocean Education
Foundation, who were invited by the EPA on 22
July to establish the Marine Waste Management
Platform. In the future, all parties will work together
to seek consensus on promoting various marine
waste treatment methods by closely discussing and
exchanging opinions about areas of concern such
as land, beaches, ocean surfaces and seabeds to
achieve the goal of a “plastic-free ocean”.

Air

Second Phase of Air Pollutant Total Quantity Control for
Kaohsiung and Pingtung Launched in July 2018

S

ince its implementation on 30 June 2015, the Kaohsiung-Pingtung Area Air Pollutant Total Quantity Control
(TQC) Plan ( 高屏地區空氣污染總量管制計畫 ) has produced outstanding results by tightening the air
pollutant emission limits on factories. Currently the EPA is planning to kickstart the second phase on 1 July
2018, first aiming to reduce emissions of those with no pollution control equipment or best available control
technology (BACT) in manufacturing processes.
Total quantity control (TQC) operates by first setting
existing emission baselines of factories within defined
control zones and then pushing for pollution reduction

phase by phase. Enterprises with emissions above
a certain level are required to adopt BACT for new
factories or to expand the production of existing ones,
3
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and also reduce emissions elsewhere to offset any of 616 factories listed for control, 163 have adopted
increase in the amount of pollutants they emit. This BACT before the TQC Plan was implemented, so
ensures a cap on air pollutant emissions within the the actual emissions for many such factories are
lower than their approved emissions. However, the
control zones and enables phased reductions.
EPA stressed that a discrepancy between actual and
The EPA said the Plan was launched on 30 June approved emissions cannot be used as a reduction
2 0 1 5 , a n d t h e a p p r o v a l p r o c e s s f o r e m i s s i o n credit to offset an increase in emissions. Actual
baselines was finished by the end of 2016. The reduction amounts can be used to offset increased
approved emissions account for 60%-80% of the emissions only when factories adopt control measures
total volume of allowed emissions, in effect lowering after the announcement of the TQC Plan, according
existing air pollutant emission limits of factories. By to which the required reductions will be calculated.
the end of first phase at the end of June 2018, a total Currently, revisions to relevant regulations are
of 161 factories should be required to carry out control underway concerning acquiring reduction credits for
measures. Estimated results include reducing 519 shutting down factories or suspending operations.
metric tons of total suspended particulates (TSP), 63 The EPA will only recognize actual reduction volumes
metric tons of SOx, 108 metric tons of NOx, and 248 and also raise approval standards to better meet the
metric tons of VOCs. Achieving this will display the public’s expectations for the total control system.
benefits of TQC in Kaohsiung and Pingtung.
The EPA stated that the Plan will go into its second
Approved emissions are set based on the highest phase on 1 July 2018, prioritizing reduction efforts
emissions of factories within the preceding seven for factories with no control facilities or whose
years, or according to assessments based on manufacturing processes have yet to incorporate
investigations of particular manufacturing designs. Out BACT.

Implementing
Kaohsiung-Pingtung
Area Air Pollutant
Total Quantity Control
(TQC) Plan in June
2015

Setting the emission The first phase of the
baselines of air
Kao-Ping TQC Plan
pollutants in Dec
ends in June 2018
2016

…………………….…... ………………………. ………………….
.
616 factories listed
for control: 163 have
adopted BACT, the
approved emissions
account for
60%-80% of the
total volume of
allowed emissions

Lowering existing
air pollutant
emission limits of
factories by 30%:
the difference
between approved
and actual
emissions cannot
be used as
reduction credits to
offset any
increased pollutant
emissions

A total of 161
factories are
required to carry
out control
measures:
estimated to
reduce 519 metric
tons of TSP, 63
metric tons of SOx,
108 metric tons of
NOx, and 248
metric tons of
VOCs

Second Phase
To better fit the
actual status:
recognize approved
emission amounts
and increase
reduction
responsibilities in
order to lower total
actual emissions

The time table and goals of Kaohsiung-Pingtung Area Air Pollutant Total Quantity Control (TQC)
Plan
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Air

Amendments of Regulations Governing Air Pollution
Monitoring Equipment Preannounced

O

n 10 July 2017, the EPA preannounced revisions to the Management Regulations Governing Stationary
Source Air Pollutant Continuous Automated Monitoring Facilities ( 固定污染源空氣污染物連續自動監
測設施管理辦法 ). The revisions aim to strengthen audits and control measures on continuous automated
monitoring facilities for factory chimneys, improve the reliability and quality of monitoring data, streamline overall
management, and prevent intentional evasion of the regulations.
The main points of the revisions are as follows:
1. Good reason must be given before changes can
be made to monitoring system programs in public and
private premises. For monitoring data and programs
from the data acquisition handling system (DAHS)
that are uploaded, archiving is required in order to
enable direct comparisons during the audits done by
the competent authorities.
2. Regulations on identification codes and notes
for monitoring data and recorded values are
added, for example, codes indicating fire, parking,
annual maintenance, operation suspension, and
maintenance periods. Monitoring data from public and
private premises should be noted in line with actual
operations and not have identification codes altered
without reason.
3. Online transmission is adopted for monitoring
equipment installation and document reporting.
Information and documents for such things as
original monitoring data, recorded values, and routine
correction records are to be kept for six years in
electronic format.
4. The percentage of effective seasonal monitoring
hours is raised from 85% to over 95%. Public and

private premises should be monitored at all times to
enable competent authorities to maintain a full picture
of pollution emissions.
5. Monitoring data calculation and selection is
enhanced by newly adding recorded 15-minute values.
To facilitate the upgrading of regulations for standard
air quality controls and monitoring data quality, other
additions include: variations in monitoring equipment
signal gathering, average percentage of variations in
lateral signal comparisons, and specifications of NO2/
NO converter efficiency.
6. Weights, concentrations, and operating parameters
of particulate pollutants are new items being
monitored and will be included in the Monitoring
Equipment Specification Guidelines for Stationary
Source Incineration Smokestacks in Public and
Private Premises ( 公私場所固定污染源廢氣燃燒塔監
測設施性能規範參考原則 ) as well as the Monitoring
Equipment Specification Guidelines for Stationary
Source Organic Volatile Compounds in Public and
Private Premises ( 公私場所固定污染源揮發性有機物
監測設施性能規範參考原則 ). This is to ensure that
monitoring operations for stationary pollution sources
are carried out in public and private premises in order
to enhance the management system.

Waste

Manufacture, Import, and Sale of Cosmetics and Personal
Care Products Containing Microbeads to be Banned in 2018

O

n 3 August, the EPA announced its formulation of Manufacturing, Import, and Sale Restrictions for
Cosmetics and Personal Care Products Containing Microbeads ( 限制含塑膠微粒之化粧品與個人清潔
用品製造、輸入及販賣 ). For six categories of microbead-containing cosmetics and personal care products,
manufacturing and imports are to be banned from 1 January 2018, and sales from 1 July 2018.
5
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In recent years, the United Nations has been urging Many products in the category of personal care do not
the world to address the impact of plastic microbeads contain microbeads. Therefore, the EPA issued the
on aquatic and marine environments. Millimeters announcement under the authorization of Article 21 of
in diameter, these microbeads are used as extra the Waste Disposal Act ( 廢棄物清理法 ) in an effort
additives in cosmetics and personal care products to protect waterways, oceans, and environments.
such as facial cleansers and shower gels, and after Controls will be implemented in two phases in 2018
being flushed into waterways and oceans they cannot for six categories of microbead-containing products:
be decomposed in natural environments and are shampoo/hair washing products; facial cleansers and
too tiny for collection and clearance. To effectively makeup removers; shower gels; soaps; scrubs; and
control and mitigate the environmental impacts of this toothpastes. Moreover, all parties and the general
pollutant, common international practices mostly start public are encouraged to gradually cut down purchase
from the source, namely the manufacturing end, by and use of microbead-containing products.
limiting the amount of microbeads in personal care
products.
Table: Some categories of plastic microbead-containing cosmetics and personal care products are
to be banned from 2018

Categories

Usual
Names

Facial cleanser

 Deep‐cleansing
bead facial foam
 Bead facial
cleanser
 Exfoliating facial
cleanser
 Microbead facial
cleanser

Shower gel

 Oil‐controlling
bead shower gel
 Bead shower gel
 Bead body gel

Body scrub

Toothpaste

 Bead body scrub
 Smooth exfoliating
scrub
 Cleansing body
scrub

 Bead‐containing
toothpaste
 Nano toothpaste

Air

EPA to Manage Electronic Certification System for HCFC
Imports and Exports as of 2018

T

he EPA has started to set up the electronic certification system for importing and exporting chemical
substances controlled by the Montreal Protocol. Meanwhile, the Bureau of Foreign Trade, Ministry of
Economic Affairs (MOEA) will transfer its authority over this electronic certification system for the imports
and exports of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and all related information to the EPA in 2018 for unified
management.
To meet the regulations stipulated in the Montreal
Protocol, the EPA formulated the HCFC Consumption
Management Regulations ( 氟氯烴消費量管理辦法 ) in
accordance with Article 30 of the Air Pollution Control
6

Act to manage HCFC production, import, export and
use.
According to Article 12 of the HCFC Consumption
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Management Regulations, importers with HCFC
allowances are required to apply for import permits by
providing the Bureau of Foreign Trade with their HCFC
allowance documents issued by the central competent
authority. Import permits are only valid for one use
and for a limited time. Currently, importers of HCFCs
are using the import permits issued by the Bureau of
Foreign Trade with allowance documents issued by
the EPA for verification and customs purposes.
The EPA has started to set up the electronic
certification system for importing and exporting
chemical substances controlled by the Montreal
Protocol. Meanwhile, the Bureau of Foreign Trade will

August 2017

transfer its authority over the electronic certification
system for the imports and exports of HCFCs and
all related information to the EPA in 2018 for unified
management. In addition, the EPA has preannounced
the revision to Article 12 of the HCFC Consumption
Management Regulations to clarify the confusion
among applicants regarding import permits, which
has been caused by the different regulations listed
in the CCC code system. The revision also allows
companies to conduct verifications of all imported
and exported products directly through the CPT
Single Window system after receiving the allowance
documents from the EPA.

Waste

Regulations for Special Use of Existing Waste Clearance
and Disposal Facilities Preannounced

T

he EPA preannounced a draft of the Regulations for Special Use of Existing Waste Clearance and
Disposal Facilities ( 現有廢棄物清除處理設施統一調度辦法 ) on 10 July 2017. The regulations ensure that
waste clearance and disposal facilities take priority in general waste treatment and also encourage regional
cooperation to solve general waste problems together.
Amendments to the Waste Disposal Act started
taking effect on 18 January 2017. Amendments
include the addition of Article 28-9, which authorizes
the central competent authority to enact regulations
governing terms, methods, expenses and other
related management matters. The EPA has drafted
and preannounced the Regulations for Special Use
of Existing Waste Clearance and Disposal Facilities
in accordance with the abovementioned regulations.
The EPA indicates that Article 28-8 of the Waste
Disposal Act allows the central competent authority
to utilize existing waste clearance and disposal
facilities when necessary, as long as general waste
treatment conducted by the executing authorities is
not affected, in which case the special use cannot be
rejected. In consideration of the spirit of the law and
practical needs, existing waste treatment facilities
should prioritize general waste treatment and not
reduce their general waste treatment capacity due
to receiving general industrial waste. Therefore, the
main focus of the Regulations for Special Use of
Existing Waste Clearance and Disposal Facilities
include:

A. Special municipality, county and city competent
authorities and enforcement authorities shall maintain
normal operations for general waste treatment at all
times and maximize their waste treatment capacity.
Also, they should build an emergency response
system for general waste treatment support or other
supplementary measures.
B. Special municipality, county and city competent
authorities are requested to regularly submit general
waste disposal plans and operations data for their
disposal facility so that the EPA is able to arrange
special uses accordingly and announce the waste
quantity, expenses, time and capacity of special
waste dispatches that the EPA will make at the
selected waste disposal facilities for general waste
treatment.
C. Stipulations on evaluation of operational
performance and violations, governing both the
authority that applies for a special waste dispatch and
the waste clearance and disposal facility.
The EPA expects to announce the Regulations for
Special Use of Existing Waste Clearance and Disposal
Facilities before October 2017.
7
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Environmental Inspection

Diversified Waste Treatment Plan Launched to Raise
Capacity for Waste Treatment

C

urrently Taiwan has 24 large-scale waste incineration plants in operation, for which the electricity
production, sales, sales rate, and average amount of electricity generated per hour all reached a record
high in 2016. The total of such electricity generated in 2016 reached 3.245 billion kWh (28 million kWh higher
than in 2015) with a total of NT$4.63 billion generated from electricity sales. In addition to the generation of
renewable energy, the Executive Yuan has also formulated the Diversified Waste Treatment Plan ( 多元化
垃圾處理計畫 ) with a total of NT$15.342 billion to be invested in improving waste treatment technology and
capacity.
To supervise the operation and maintenance of
these incineration plants as well as to enhance their
operational efficiency, the EPA has been conducting
annual counseling for and evaluation of them since
2001. The evaluation was gradually transformed
from technical coaching to inspection and evaluation.
These 24 waste incineration plants, among which 19
have been operating for more than 15 years, not only
properly handle 4.27 million tons of household waste
each year, but also assist in the treatment of 2.17
million tons of general industrial waste.
As for pollution control, the EPA has been focusing
on equipment maintenance and enhancing
technology. As a result, statistics have shown several
improvements in different aspects. For instance,
dioxin emission concentrations were reduced from
the peak concentration of 0.052 ngI-TEQ/Nm3 to 0.023
ngI-TEQ/Nm3 in 2016 (the legal limit is 0.1 ngI-TEQ/
Nm3), and average CO emissions dropped from 8.92
ppm to 8.85 ppm in 2016 (the legal limit is 120 ppm).
These achievements prove that different aspects
of waste incinerator operating efficiency (including

quality of management, waste-to-energy efficiency,
pollution prevention and equipment maintenance)
have not deteriorated from aging but have been
maintained or even improved due to the effectiveness
of EPA audits and the joint efforts of local EPBs,
plant operators, and supervisory agencies over the
years.
To assist old incineration plants with improving
incinerator operation efficiency and to diversify
waste treatment, the Executive Yuan approved
the Diversified Waste Treatment Plan on 22 June
2017. With the combined investment of NT$15.342
billion from central and local governments, the Plan
aims to assist counties without incineration plants to
establish a variety of local waste treatment facilities
or technologies so that gradually they will no longer
need to rely on support from other regions. To solve
waste treatment problems and increase the capacity
of existing waste treatment facilities, the EPA is also
providing economic incentives for waste treatment
diversification as well as assistance for building
mutually beneficial regional cooperation platforms.

Environmental Monitoring

First Monitoring Results Released after Air Quality
Monitoring Strengthened for Traffic Pollution

T

he EPA has established six new mobile traffic air-quality monitoring stations this year, and the first
monitoring results from Taichung City have been released. According to the preliminary air quality
monitoring results, pollutant concentrations are higher in the downtown area than other surrounding areas.
Moreover, the amounts of both CO and PM2.5 are significantly higher during rush hour (8-9 AM) on weekdays,
while the pollution concentration decreases on weekends due to reduced traffic. The result clearly indicates that
traffic pollutants are still an important source of air pollution.
The EPA is promoting various control measures on
mobile pollution sources in order to keep reducing
8

traffic pollution. In the past, only a small number of
counties/cities had one or two air quality monitoring
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stations. However, the EPA has started using six
monitoring stations in one single county/city this
year to closely monitor the influence of traffic on air
quality, and in the future air quality monitoring will be
conducted by municipalities. Furthermore, the EPA is
also utilizing traffic volume data from the Department
of Transportation to better understand the relationship
between air pollution and other variables (for example
traffic volume, time, location, etc.) to help formulate
control measures.
According to the monitoring results from Taichung
City, the top three locations that have the highest
CO concentrations are all in the downtown area. The
top three locations and their CO concentrations are
listed respectively as follows: Section 3 Wenxin Road
(Wen-Hua Senior High School) at 0.73 ppm; Jingwu
Road (Taichung Weather Station) at 0.44 ppm; and
Section 2 Taiwan Boulevard (Zhongming Elementary
School) at 0.40 ppm. Using Section 3 Wenxin Road
as an example to analyze the relationship between
traffic volume and CO concentration, during rush hour

August 2017

on weekdays, between 8-9 AM, the traffic volume
is 1,800 cars/hour, six times the level at non-peak
hours. The average concentrations of CO and PM2.5
are also 1.8 times and 25% higher respectively.
However, the traffic volume during the same time
period on weekends is 35% less than weekdays, and
the concentrations of CO and PM2.5 are 34% and 20%
lower, respectively.
After further analyzing the mobile traffic air-quality
monitoring stations and other regular air quality
monitoring stations in Taichung City, CO and NOX
concentration were found to be, respectively, 1.6 and
1.4 times higher than at regular monitoring stations.
On the contrary, O 3 concentration is significantly
lower near the traffic air-quality monitoring stations
mainly because O3 disappears quickly after reacting
chemically with NO. In terms of PM2.5, the comparison
did not show any major difference between the two
kinds of monitoring stations since primary PM2.5 and
secondary PM2.5 combine and dissipate rapidly.

Locations of different air quality
monitoring stations in Taichung City

Table: The air quality of mobile
traffic and regular air quality
monitoring stations

Monitoring

Monitoring

CO

NOx

O3

SO2

PM10

PM2.5

Location

ppm

ppb

ppb

ppb

μg/m3

μg/m3

Section 3

0.73

28.5

21.2

1.8

21

12

0.40

18.4

24.4

1.7

26

14

0.44

17.8

23.1

1.4

23

14

0.31

15.9

23.8

2.7

23

14

station type items
Mobile
traffic
stations
Wenxin
Road
Section 2
Taiwan
Boulevard
Jingwu
Road
Regular

Zhongming

stations

station
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AQI Replaces PM2.5

S

ince the EPA integrated the Pollutant Standards Index (PSI) and the PM2.5 Index and started publishing
real-time Air Quality Index (AQI) data online, 90 percent of the general public has stopped searching for
the PM2.5 Index online. Therefore, the EPA decided that it would stop providing the PM2.5 Index service as of
August 2017.

The EPA started publishing real-time AQI data on
the Taiwan Air Quality Monitoring Network, the
Environmental Message app and the Opendata
website on 1 December 2016, with a view towards
eventually replacing the PSI and PM2.5 Index with the
AQI as the only index, and to reduce misunderstanding
of readings among the general public.
To help the general public gradually adapt to the
new index, the EPA continued providing the PM2.5
Index for another six months, until 87% of the
visitors (from 740,000 visitors in December 2016
down to 90,000 in June 2017) no longer searched
for the PM2.5 Index on the websites. Since the AQI
had clearly replaced the need for the PM2.5 Index,
the EPA stopped providing the PM2.5 Index service
on 1 August 2017.
The EPA states that the AQI provides more
comprehensive air quality information so that citizens
can easily respond and take protection measures
in accordance to the suggestions. The Taiwan Air
Quality Monitoring Network not only sends automatic
alerts to users when poor air quality conditions are
imminent, it also publishes hourly monitoring data
of various air pollutants. (for example, AQI, PM10,
PM2.5, O3.) Furthermore, citizens can also use the
EPA’s Environmental Message app to look up realtime monitoring data and to set up automatic alerts
for different pollutants whenever the concentration
exceeds the set limit. So far there have been

310,000 downloads of the app and the peak daily
visitors has reached 20,000. The monthly average
visitors has reached 1 million, indicating that the
Environmental Message app has become a musthave for many people’s everyday lives.
Pollution caused by transportation in port areas is
also in need of urgent action. Hence, the EPA is
collaborating with different ministries, such as the
Ministry of Transportation and Communications
and the Ministry of Economic Affairs to promote the
installation of high voltage onshore facilities, controls
on old diesel vehicles, and vessel management.
The EPA also plans to focus, along with the Council
of Agriculture (COA), on open-air straw burning. A
reduction in the burning of these biofuels will lower
air pollution and the smog that can affect road
visibility and traffic safety. The EPA and COA will
work to expand the reuse and treatment channels
for this agricultural by-product, and thereby increase
its value. Subsidies, for example, will be provided for
the use of microorganisms to turn agricultural straw
into fertilizer.
The EPA will continue promoting a variety of air
pollution control strategies, implement controls, and
reduce PM2.5 emissions at source, with the goal of
improving air quality and reducing the impact of
pollution on public health.

Ecolabeling

Carbon Product Awards Created to Encourage
Industries to Produce Low-carbon Products

I

n order to raise the awareness of industries of the need to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and slow global climate change, the EPA announced the Low-carbon Product Award Regulations ( 低碳
產品獎勵辦法 ) on July 10, which will reinforce the EPA’s promotion of the product carbon footprint labelling
system. The award program increases the concrete incentives for enterprises to apply for carbon footprint
labels and carbon reduction labels on their products.
10
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The Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management
Act ( 溫室氣體減量及管理法 ) successfully established
a legal basis for greenhouse gas control in response
to climate change. According to Article 24 of the Act,
government agencies at all levels are to raise the
awareness of citizens, schools, and industries about
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the impacts
of global warming. Further, government agencies
should also actively support civic organizations in
promoting related activities, one of which is setting
up the low-carbon product labelling system and
promoting low-carbon products. The EPA has
drafted the Low-carbon Product Award Regulations,
comprising 12 articles, in order to better promote
low-carbon products and increase incentives for
companies to apply for the carbon labels and carbon
reduction labels.
To recognize enterprises that reduce the carbon
footprints of their products, the EPA will issue
awards and public acknowledgements to encourage
companies to disclose information about their
carbon footprints and make further reductions.
The stipulations for the award’s target groups and
conditions, application period, method, evaluation
procedures, award types and number of awardees
are listed below:
1. This award is meant for enterprises that produce
low-carbon products. Applicants must not have either
of the two following conditions within the year prior to
applying:
(1) Being penalized for consecutive days or ordered
to cease operations or closed down due to violating
environmental laws.
(2) Incurring more than two penalties (other than
those previously listed) for violating environmental
laws.

August 2017

(1) Obtaining the right to use low-carbon footprint
labels from central competent authorities, with its
carbon footprint value in the top ten percent of
products within the same category carrying carbon
labels.
(2) Obtaining the right to use carbon labels from
central competent authorities.
(3) Obtaining the right to use carbon labels that have
passed the central authorities’ extended review
period, with actual carbon reduction results.
3. Application method: Within a year of obtaining the
right to use carbon labels, carbon reduction labels,
or carbon labels within the extended review period,
enterprises must provide documents and apply online
to the central competent authorities for the award
between July 1 and August 31 each year.
4. Evaluation Procedure
The central competent authorities will process
award applications from companies and complete
assessment of qualification documents within seven
working days. If the application documents do not
meet the above stipulations or are missing information,
the applicant must be notified regarding the allotted
time for amending the documents. Applicants that
have passed the assessment will be evaluated by the
central authorities on October 1 of each year in order
to select the winning companies.
5. Awards
(1) Excellence Award, one recipient—NT$300,000.
(2) Superior Award, four recipients—NT$200,000.
(3) Exceptional Award, five recipients—
NT$100,000.

2. Low-carbon product refers to items that meet one
of the following criteria:

News Briefs
Amendments Preannounced for Regulations on
Automated Monitoring Equipment for Stationary
Pollution Sources

To better control large air pollution sources as well
as expand monitoring items, the EPA preannounced
amendments to the Regulations on Mandatory Automated
Monitoring Equipment Installation and Data Transfer
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to the Authorities for Stationary Sources in Public and
Private Premises ( 公私場所應設置連續自動監測設施
及與主管機關連線之固定污染源 ) on 10 July 2017. This
will add monitoring items such as weight percentage
concentration and operating parameters for particulate
pollutants for the first through fourth batches under
control. It will create a fifth batch comprised of items from
primary smelting/melting processes from the iron and
steel smelting industry, metal casting processes, exhaust
gas combustion towers, the optoelectronics industry, the
adhesives industry, the semiconductor industry, and those
that have pledged to undertake changes in environmental
impact assessments. The EPA estimates the fifth batch
will result in a total of 145 public and private premises
along with 538 emission channels and exhaust gas
combustion towers being monitored. This provides control
of over 80% of sulfur oxide and nitrogen oxide emissions

in Taiwan as well as a more detailed picture of volatile
organic compound emissions from various industrial
processes.
Since 1993, the EPA has continually announced four
batches of control targets, which include boilers within
various industries, waste incineration processes, cement
industry, iron and steel smelting industry, petrochemical
industry, paper and pulp industry, etc. There were already
116 public and private premises and 339 emission
channels under control. It also manages roughly seventysix percent of sulfur oxide and nitrogen oxide emissions
in Taiwan.

Draft Amendments to the Marine Environment
Categories and Marine Environment Quality
Standards Preannounced

Chart: List of water quality items and standard values
Standard Values
(mg/L)

Water Quality Items
cadmium

10

lead

Heavy
Metals

100

hexavalent chromium

50

arsenic

50

mercury

2

selenium

50

copper

30

zinc

500

manganese

50

silver

50

Total amount of organic phosphorus
(parathion, diazinon, methamidophos,
monocrotophos, EPN, chlorpyrifos) and
Pesticides carbamate (isoprocarb, carbofuran,
methomyl).
endrin

The left chart lists the water quality
items and standard values for the three
marine environment categories after
the amendments.
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O n 2 5 J u l y 2 0 1 7 , t h e E PA
preannounced draft amendments
to some articles of the Marine
Environment Categories and Marine
Environment Quality Standards ( 海域
環境分類及海洋環境品質標準 ), aimed
at formulating more appropriate units
for measuring and indicating marine
water quality so as to better protect
marine environmental quality and
safeguard human health. Regulations
related to the current marine water
quality inspection methods, techniques
and ways of detecting extreme limits,
as well as the categories for marine
environmental quality standards, other
water quality criteria, standard values
and rounding off practices will be
reviewed.
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