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International Environmental Partnership Promotes
Multilateral Cooperation in Seven Fields
In April 2014, EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei launched the International Environmental Partnership (IEP) at
a ceremony attended by President Ma Ying-jeou and USA EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. The IEP is
based upon close cooperation between Taiwan and the US and aims to promote multilateral and regional
environmental partnerships with the goal of improving the effectiveness of environmental protection worldwide.
To date, seven major projects have been drawn up, and over 50 events and activities have been held in which
over 40 nations worldwide have participated.

T

he IEP was formally launched on 14 April 2014
by EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei at a ceremony
attended by President Ma Ying-jeou and US EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy. The IEP is founded
upon a close cooperation for more than two
decades between Taiwan and the US in promoting
multilateral and regional cooperation and aims to
boost the effectiveness of environmental protection
worldwide.

The seven main areas for cooperation outlined in
the International Environmental Partnership include
e-waste recycling and disposal; urban clean air; soil
and groundwater pollution remediation; atmospheric
mercury monitoring; environmental education; and
environmental law enforcement. To date, over 50
events and activities have been held in which over 40
nations worldwide have participated, allowing them to
share experiences and celebrate the many positive
results from protecting the environment together.
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a regional mercury monitoring network and further
1. Cities Clean Air Partnership (CCAP)
greater multilateral exchanges in the region.
The aim of this project is to strengthen the
management of urban air quality and therefore
3. International E-waste Management Network
reduce the harm that air-borne pollutants and climate
(IEMN)
change is having upon the health of urban residents in
Since 2011, the Taiwan and US EPAs have been
Asia, thus improving their quality of life. The project is
jointly administering the International E-waste
supporting Clean Air Asia in promoting city partnering
Management Network (IEMN) that is working to build
in the region, developing city certification on clean air,
management capabilities worldwide to recycle and
and establishing a knowledge platform to strengthen
dispose of waste electrical and electronic equipment
the management of urban air quality and reduce air
(WEEE) so that it does not damage the environment.
pollution sources.
Current IEMN member states are from the Asia2. Asia-Pacific Mercury Monitoring Network
Pacific region, the Americas, and Africa. By means
(APMMN)
of annual conferences and knowledge sharing
online, member nations can update their WEEE
management policies and share policy development
APMMN is centered on a technology platform
and administrative experiences with each other.
jointly set up by the Taiwan and US EPAs to assist
Southeast Asian nations in establishing atmospheric
In September 2015, the Taiwan EPA, the US
mercury wet deposition sampling technology. Another
EPA and the Colombia Ministry of Environment
platform – set up by the Taiwan EPA – allows mercury
monitoring data, monitoring station information,
and Sustainable Development jointly held the
5th International E-waste Management Network
standard operating procedure for sampling to be
Conference. A total of 44 delegates of government
shared with other Southeast Asian nations to promote
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from 17
regional cooperation in the field of atmospheric
nations in Asia, Africa, the Americas, and Oceania
mercury monitoring. In the Asia Pacific Mercury
attended the conference to share their experiences in
Monitoring Network Workshop held in June 2015 in
e-waste management.
Minamata, Japan, delegates from 16 nations in the
Asia-Pacific region met to discuss how to establish

Participants of the 5th International E-waste Management Network Conference
2
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2) Kids Making Sense (KMS)

The KMS project is based on
employing easy-to-use, mobile
air quality monitoring instruments
to give students the opportunity
to test air quality for themselves.
Deepening their understanding
of the environment in this way
should help stimulate the desire to
make voluntary protection of the
environment a part of their daily
lives. KMS was first trialed in 2014
at Banqiao Senior High School in
New Taipei City, and then at Stella
Matutina Girls' High School in
Taichung City in 2015. The event
Asia Pacific Mercury Monitoring Network Workshop held in June
will be carried out in Thailand
2015 in Minamata, Japan
in 2016. In 2015, the Taiwan EPA also supported
4. Environmental Education
the North American Association for Environmental
Education to hold a KMS workshop in Los Angeles,
The aim of the environmental education program is
USA.
to establish guidelines for environmental education,
as well as promote climate change education,
3) Eco-Campus Partnership Program
teacher training and professional development, and
The aim of the Eco-Campus Partnership Program
legislation governing environmental education. The
program also promotes exchanges between ecois to facilitate partnerships between eco-schools in
campuses and environmental education events that
the US and in Taiwan through employing the same
methodology and activities so that Taiwan’s ecodraw on the experiences of other nations to increase
schools align with the international norms. Two
mutual understanding of ways to protect the global
environment. Some of the projects currently being
workshops for the Eco-Campus Partnership Program
implemented include the Global Environmental
were held in 2014 and 2015, respectively, and
interested schools were invited to participate. Schools
Education Partnership, the US-Taiwan Eco-Campus
Partnership, and Kids Making Sense – an air quality
that gained accreditation through the program are
monitoring experiencing event for students.
now able to conduct exchanges with sister schools at
home and abroad. To date, about 60 eco-schools in
Taiwan have formed eco-campus partnerships with
1) Global Environmental Education Partnership
(GEEP)
sister schools in the USA.
The aim of GEEP is to provide an open environmental
education platform for environmental educators
around the world to share knowledge and learn from
each other. The first GEEP conference was convened
in April 2014 in Taipei by EPA Minister Kuo-Yen
Wei and US EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy. The
second conference was held in October 2014 in
Ottawa, Canada; the third in Taipei in April 2015; and
the fourth in San Diego, USA in October 2015. The
latest conference was attended by environmental
education specialists from governments and NGOs in
18 nations.

5. Next Generation Compliance Conference
The Next Generation Compliance Conference aims
to share with other nations the experiences of Taiwan
and the US in administering environmental laws and
regulations. The Taiwan and US EPAs and Asian
Environmental Compliance and Enforcement Network
(AECEN) jointly held the Asia region Next Generation
Compliance Conference in Bangkok in September
2015. Some 50 experts from government agencies
of 16 nations, the Asia Development Bank, as well
as various research institutions and citizen groups
3
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6. Pan-Pacific Climate Adaptation Conference
Since 2014, the Taiwan EPA has been keen to
form partnerships – and share its technology and
experience – to mitigate climate change with other
nations through the Pan Pacific Adaptation on Climate
Change (PPACC). In 2015, Taiwan hosted the PanPacific Climate Adaptation Conference, attended by
28 delegates from government agencies and NGOs in
ten nations and from four international organizations.
The delegates were able to lay the groundwork for
specific models and platforms for cooperative efforts
to deal with climate change.
7. Soil and Groundwater Remediation Service
Program
This program came about after a request from the
government of Indonesia for assistance in remediating
polluted sites. It includes advice on regulatory
frameworks, remediation technology, identifying
polluters, information on successful remediation
cases, and also specific advice on how to remediate
some of Indonesia’s major polluted sites.

Events Planned for 2016
Events and activities in various environmental fields
have been planned for 2016 under the IEP. In June,
Taiwan will host an event to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of Mt. Lulin Monitoring Station as well
as the inauguration of Environmental Monitoring
Center. In August, Taiwan will host the Asia Pacific
Mercury Monitoring Network Workshop that will focus
on technology and data exchanges for monitoring
mercury content in rainfall.
The Taiwan EPA will also continue working with
Clean Air Asia, the North American Association for
Environmental Education, the US National Wildlife
Federation, and Asian Environmental Compliance and
Enforcement Network. Works to be promoted include
city partnerships and certification for clean air, global
environmental education, air quality monitoring camps,
Eco-Campus Exchange, and the next generation
of environmental law enforcement. Taiwan will also
continue to hold related international conferences such
as the Pan-Pacific Climate Adaptation Conference,
the International E-waste Management Network
Conference, and the International Conference on
Sustainable Materials Management. The aim of
these conferences is to exchange knowledge and
experiences of environmental management to expand
regional partnerships to work together to protect the
regional and global environment.

Environmental Monitoring

Taiwan and US to Jointly Hold Air Quality Monitoring
Camp
In order to replicate the success of Taiwan and the US in promoting environmental education through the
Kids Making Sense program, the EPAs of the two nations have decided to hold the 2016 Kids Making Sense
International event in Thailand. On 19 February 2016, officials from the Taiwan and US EPAs, including Deputy
Minister Shu-Chiang Fu, and US EPA Acting Assistant Administrator for International & Tribal Affairs Jane
Nishida held a ceremony at Stella Matutina Girls' High School in Taichung City to inaugurate the event. The
school will represent Taiwan at the event.

C

limate change, global warming and air pollution
have become hot topics worldwide in recent
years, and many nations are busy formulating related
policies and environmental regulations. Environmental
education has also moved up the agenda in the hope
that educating and guiding the public will encourage
them to make environmental protection an integral
part of their daily lives.
4

The EPA has been running the Kids Making Sense
program over the last two years with the help of the
US EPA in order for Taiwan’s youths to gain a better
understanding of the impact that air pollution has on
their immediate environment. By giving them handson experience using simple air quality monitoring
instruments in a real-life situation, the students
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learn much about air quality, pollution sources and
pollutants, and the connection between air quality and
health. Basic knowledge such as this then becomes
the foundation for cultivating an eco-friendly outlook in
daily life.
In 2015, the Taiwan and US EPAs jointly held a Kids
Making Sense camp at Stella Matutina Girls' High
School in Taichung City. The EPA officials were
impressed with the school’s performance last year
and thus decided – in conjunction with Taichung
City Bureau of Environmental Protection - to hold
a ceremony at the school to announce that it will
represent Taiwan at the 2016 Kids Making Sense
International event.

March 2016

US EPA Acting Assistant Administrator Jane Nishida
came especially to Taiwan to attend the ceremony.
Deputy Minister Fu and Ms. Nishida also paid a visit
to the school’s president, Sr. Agnes Chu to invite the
staff and students who participated in the 2015 KMS
to represent Taiwan in Thailand. The organization of
the 2016 KMS reflects the successful environmental
partnerships between Taiwan, US and other AsiaPacific nations. The hope is that the successes
achieved so far can be reproduced in other nations
and further demonstrate Taiwan’s confidence and
commitment to promoting air quality monitoring as a
part of environmental education.

Deputy Minister Shu-Chiang Fu (second from right in the back row) and US EPA Acting
Assistant Administrator for International & Tribal Affairs Jane Nishida (third from left)
launch the Kids Making Sense International event.

Control & Evaluation

Public Nuisance Pollution Hotspot System Established
In 2015, the EPA constructed a public nuisance pollution hotspot system based upon analysis of 20 years of
public nuisance complaints data and the use of geographic information system (GIS). The pollution hotspot
system will be available to local environmental protection bureaus so that they can identify pollution hotspots in
their jurisdiction and thus take precautions before complaints arise.

T

he EPA’s national public nuisance hotline (0800066-666) was first established in 1996. It is the

first government agency hotline manned every day
throughout the year in Taiwan outside the police
5
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and fire service lines. The EPA thus has 20 years’
In addition to spatial hotspots, the EPA also introduced
experience of dealing with anonymous complaints.
the element of time into the analysis. Taking the
There has been a significant increase in recent
burning of rice paddy stubble as an example, the
years due to more channels of communication
EPA discovered that the two main periods for smokebeing available that are easy to use and guarantee
related complaints were July-August and November.
anonymity (such as the EPA’s public nuisance app).
The areas with the highest numbers of complaints
The EPA now handles more than 200,000 public
were all in central Taiwan, such as Caotun Township
nuisance complaints annually.
in Nantou County, Douliou City in Yunlin County, and
Xizhou Township in Changhua County.
According to EPA statistics, the EPA received 277,393
public nuisance complaints in 2015, of which 217,424
Now that the public nuisance hotspot system is
(78.4%) originated from Taiwan’s six municipalities.
up and running, local government environmental
Taipei City and New Taipei City alone accounted for
protection bureaus can use it to identify hotspots
121,833 or 43.9% of them. The three major causes
and peak periods and thus be better prepared for
for complaint – 244,930 complaints or 88.3% - were
dealing with complaints from the public when they
noise, offensive odors, and poor environmental
arise. For example, in 2015 the local governments
sanitation. Loud noise received most of the
of Yilan County, Changhua County, Nantou County,
complaints, with 87,906 reports or 31.7% of the total.
Taichung City, and Chiayi City used it to provide
Of these, 37,986 complaints were due to construction
advice to the public and conduct inspections of
work, road work or interior renovation, and 23,469
offending premises, which resulted in more official
were because of KTV or karaoke businesses. Loud
warnings being issued. In the future, local government
noises are clearly something the public considers to
environmental protection bureaus will be required to
be a major nuisance.
collect air pollution control fees and at the same time
advise construction firms on how to prevent noise
EPA analysis of the complaints received in Taipei City
pollution before work starts on any construction site.
and New Taipei City shows that the most frequent
This measure aims to reduce public nuisance, thus
complaints were due to the use of heavy machinery
maintaining a better quality of life.
on construction sites in Banqiao. In Daan district – the
most densely-populated part of Taipei City, and hence
The EPA once again reminds operators of pollution
very commercially developed – a large number of
sources to ensure that suitable pollution control
complaints resulted from offensive odors emanating
measures are in place. The EPA also reminds the
from restaurants. In Zhongshan district, the high
public to join in the effort to protect the environment
concentration of restaurants, entertainment venues,
and immediately report incidences of polluting
and street venders make the district a hotspot for
activities by calling the public nuisance pollution
sanitation-related complaints. The analysis clearly
hotline or reporting it online using a computer or the
shows that the main reason for public nuisance
EPA’s public nuisance app for mobile devices.
complaints is due to poor separation of residences
from commercial premises or construction sites in
densely-populated areas.

Climate Change

More Firms Adopt Voluntary Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Reduction
Before the passing of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act（溫室氣體減量及管理法）, the
EPA was working by the Principles for Promoting the Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Early Action and
Offset Program（溫室氣體先期專案暨抵換專案推動原則）that were announced in 2010. Statistics show that as
of the end of 2015, the EPA had received 239 applications for offset and had approved 175 of them, resulting in
the greenhouse gas reduction of 69.179 million tonnes of CO2 equivalents.
6
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atural disasters caused by extreme climate
are occurring more frequently worldwide. This
winter has seen snow falling in many parts of Taiwan
and severe cold weather in other countries. Unusual
weather naturally makes people more concerned
about climate change issues. Taiwan promulgated
its Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act
on 1 July 2015. The EPA is currently working hard
on formulating subsidiary regulations and policies
to keep Taiwan in line with the new directions set
in the Paris Agreement adopted by the Twenty-first
Session of the Conference of the Parties of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC COP 21) / and the Eleventh Session of the
Conference of the Parties of the Kyoto Protocol (CMP
11) on 13 December 2015.

The above measures have been designed to pave the
way for the cap and trade system.

The Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management
Act stipulates that Taiwan’s greenhouse gas
reduction strategy should be implemented in three
stages. The first stage consists of audits, inspection
and registration of greenhouse gas sources.
The second stage involves the use of efficiency
standards and incentives to encourage enterprises
to voluntarily reduce their emissions. The final
stage will see the introduction of the cap and trade
scheme. The government has already formulated,
and is implementing, regulations covering the first
stage of audits, inspections and registration. As
for voluntary emissions reduction, in 2010 a set of
administrative rules - the Principles for Promoting the
Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Early Action
and Offset Program（溫室氣體先期專案暨抵換專案
推動原則）– were announced to encourage voluntary
reductions. On 31 December 2015, the Regulations
Governing Greenhouse Gas Emission Offset Program
Management（溫室氣體抵換專案管理辦法）were
announced in accordance with Article 22 of the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act.

Promoting voluntary emissions reduction will not
only reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases but
will also bring about the twin benefits of stimulating
investment in a green economy and lowering the
cost that pollution causes to society as a whole. The
applications that the EPA have approved to date
represent an investment of NT$8.46 billion that could
create an increase in Taiwan’s gross domestic product
of NT$12.61 billion and an estimated – using the US
government’s Social Cost of Carbon methodology –
saving to society of NT$5.76 billion.

Statistics show that as of the end of 2015, after
nearly six years of implementation, the EPA had
received 239 applications for offset programs and had
approved 175 of them, which resulted in greenhouse
gas reductions equivalent to 69.179 million tonnes
of CO2 equivalent. Sixteen new methods of emission
reduction were also approved that could prove useful
to Taiwan’s enterprises when emission caps are
enforced. More information can be found on the EPA’s
National Greenhouse Gas Registration Platform
website (http://ghgregistry.epa.gov.tw/index.aspx) and
the Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Trading Network
website (http://www.ghginfo.org.tw/index.php).

The incentives for the voluntary emission reduction
are beneficial in three aspects: reducing carbon
emissions, stimulating investment in a green economy,
and lowering the cost that pollution causes to society
as a whole. The EPA is now in consultation with other
government agencies concerning the formulation
of effective efficiency standards in accordance with
Articles 17 and 22 of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
and Management Act.

Climate Change

2015 Taiwan Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report Published
To gain a clearer picture of greenhouse gas emissions in Taiwan, demonstrate commitment to the Kyoto
Protocol, and give outside parties a better understanding of the data and statistical methods used to calculate
Taiwan’s emissions, on 26 February the EPA published the 2015 Taiwan Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report on
its website for free downloading.

T

aiwan is committed to abiding by the decisions of
the Seventeenth session of the Conference of the

Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP17) and since
7
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2015 has been compiling greenhouse gas statistics in growth rate of 2.94%. The total emission in 2013
accordance with the 2006 Intergovernmental Panel on had increased by 0.89% compared to the previous
Climate Change’s Guidelines for National Greenhouse year. Net greenhouse gas emission increased from
Gas Inventories. The 2015 Taiwan Greenhouse Gas 116,913 kilotons of carbon dioxide equivalents in 1990
Inventory Report contains eight chapters covering the up to 263,445 kilotons of carbon dioxide equivalents
scope of the inventory and its structure.
in 2013, with emissions increased by 125.33% and
an average annual growth rate of 3.16%. The total
The data in the report has been updated regularly emissions in 2013 had increased by 0.96% than the
from 1990 to 2013 and includes emissions data for previous year.
seven major greenhouse gases: CO 2 , CH 4 , N 2 O,
HFCs, PFCs, SF 6, and NF 3. The greenhouse gas Among all the emissions, the energy sector, industrial
sources are classified as being from energy, industrial processes and product use sector, agriculture sector,
processes and product use, agriculture, forestry and and waste sector are the main emission sources of
change of land use, and waste. The report includes carbon dioxide in Taiwan. In 1990, Taiwan had carbon
a full explanation of the statistical scope of Taiwan’s dioxide emission of 122,419 kilotons of carbon dioxide
national greenhouse gas inventory, and outlines equivalents. In 2013, the figure was 269,627 kilotons
and explains emission trends. It also describes of carbon dioxide equivalents, with an increase by
the different statistical methods, the types of data, 120.25% and an average annual growth rate of
results, and current emission trends for the different 3.16%. In 2013 alone, the energy sector accounted
greenhouse gas sources and greenhouse gas sinks for 92.39%, the industrial processes and product use
mentioned in the report.
sector 7.59%, the agriculture sector 0.02%, and the
waste sector 0.002%. The emission in 2013 compared
Taiwan's total greenhouse gas emissions increased with 2012 had increased by 0.88%, mainly because
from 136,178 kilotons of carbon dioxide equivalents of the increase in emission by 0.19% in the energy
(excluding carbon dioxide removal) in 1990 up sector and 10.56% in the industrial processes and
to 284,514 kilotons of carbon dioxide equivalent product use sector and the decrease in emission by
(excluding carbon dioxide removal) in 2013, with 17.45% in the agriculture sector and 92.67% in the
emission increased by 108.93% at an average annual waste sector.

Taiwan's greenhouse gas emissions trends from year 1990 to 2003
8
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Toxic Substance

Regulation Draft for Toxic Chemical Substances
Management Specialists Preannounced
To improve the training and management of toxic chemical substances professional technical management
personnel and strengthen related regulations, on 15 February 2016, the EPA preannounced a draft of the
Regulations Governing the Employment and Management of Toxic Chemical Substances Professional
Technical Management Personnel（毒性化學物質專業技術管理人員設置及管理辦法）.

T

he management of toxic chemical substances
professional technical management personnel
currently falls under the scope of the Toxic Chemical
Substance Control Act（ 毒 性 化 學 物 質 管 理 法 ）.
Matters related to their employment, qualifications,
training, certification, and suspension or revocation of
the certificates, among others are currently regulated
by the Regulations Governing the Employment and
Management of Dedicated Environmental Protection
Units or Personnel（環境保護專責單位或人員設置及
管理辦法）.

their certificates, however, their employment and
management are subject to various environmental
regulations based upon the pollution control
characteristics and management needs. Therefore,
the EPA has drafted the Regulations Governing the
Employment and Management of Toxic Chemical
Substances Professional Technical Management
Personnel. The current Regulations Governing
the Employment and Management of Dedicated
Environmental Protection Units or Personnel will be
annulled once the new regulations are announced.

However, all matters in common to dedicated
environmental personnel governing training, certificate
issuing and revoking have been integrated into
a new set of regulations currently being drafted:
the Regulations Governing the Employment and
Management of Dedicated Environmental Personnel
or Professional Technicians（專責或專業技術人員設
置管理辦法）.Once such personnel have obtained

The ten articles of the new regulations for toxic
chemical substances professional technical
management personnel cover personnel numbers and
ranks, duties, qualifications for substitute personnel,
changes in placement, resignation or transfer, full time
residence and restrictions on holding other positions,
pre-assignment and on-the-job training.

Toxic Substance

Amendments to Regulations for Environmental Agent
Technicians Preannounced
To rigorously manage the environmental agent professional technicians and to strengthen their legally
designated responsibilities, the EPA announced the draft of amendments to the Regulations Governing the
Employment of Environmental Agent Professional Technicians（環境用藥專業技術人員設置管理辦法）.

P

ursuant to the provisions of the Environmental
Agents Control Act（環境用藥管理法）, the EPA
formulated and announced the Regulations Governing
the Establishment of Environmental Agent Professional
Technicians on 15 April 1998. The regulations have
been amended three times since then. To improve the
management of the environmental agent professional
technicians and strengthen the technicians’ legally
designated responsibilities, the EPA moved the
common clauses to the Regulations Governing the

Training and Management of Dedicated Environmental
Personnel and Professional Technicians（環境保護專
責及技術人員訓練管理辦法） for unified formulation,
and came up with yet another draft amendment
to the Regulations Governing the Employment of
Environmental Agent Professional Technicians.
The gist of the latest draft amendments are:
1. The position of professional technicians can only be
9
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fulfilled by people who have acquired the necessary 5. The filing time for resignation of the professional
certificates in related fields.
technicians is extended to three months.
2. Business owners need to hire at least one qualified
professional technician.
3. A provision was added to specify that the
professional technicians of the manufacturing industry,
sales industry and disease vector control industry are
obliged to report any accidents caused by the use of
environmental agents to the competent authorities
within one hour after the incidents took place.
4. If a professional technician fails to execute his
duty or his position is left vacant, the business
operator should appoint a qualified person with proper
certificates as a substitute.

6. The relevant professional technicians should be
employed in a factory, company, or where a business
is registered. All hired technicians cannot take on
another part-time or full-time job in businesses that
are unrelated to environmental protection laws.
7. Under no circumstances can a professional
technician refuse, dodge or interfere with the on-thejob trainings. In addition, any person who has not
been dedicated as a professional technician within
three years should complete the job training for new
technicians within six months from the second day of
reporting to duty.

Water

Regulations for Wastewater Treatment Units and
Personnel Preannounced
On 22 February 2016, the EPA preannounced two sets of regulations regarding the responsibilities of dedicated
wastewater treatment units and personnel: the Regulations Governing the Establishment and Management of
Dedicated Wastewater and Sewage Treatment Units or Personnel（廢（污）水處理專責單位或人員設置及管理
辦法）and the Fine Determination Criteria for Dedicated Wastewater or Sewage Treatment Units or Personnel
that Violate the Water Pollution Control Act（廢（污）水處理專責人員違反水污染防治法罰鍰額度裁罰準則）.

T

he 18 articles of the Regulations Governing the
Establishment and Management of Dedicated
Wastewater or Sewage Treatment Units or Personnel
have been drawn up in accordance with Article 21
Paragraph 2 of the Water Pollution Control Act. The
drafted regulations primarily cover the conditions
surrounding the use of dedicated wastewater
treatment units or personnel by enterprises or
operators of sewage systems. Such matters as the
number of personnel needed, their qualifications,
their responsibilities, and the requirements for
substitute personnel if the original personnel fall
ill, are transferred, or resign from their job are also
covered.
The Water Pollution Control Act was last amended
on 4 February 2015, and dedicated wastewater
treatment agencies or personnel that violate Article
21 Paragraph 2 of the Act are now subject to fines of
between NT$10,000~100,000, so that the fines that
can be levied by the competent authorities of Taiwan’s
10

counties, provincial cities, and special municipalities
are proportionate. The EPA has drafted the six articles
of the Principles Governing Penalties for Dedicated
Wastewater or Sewage Treatment Units or Personnel
that Violate Water Pollution Control Act.
The penalties stipulate that wastewater/sewage
treatment personnel who violate regulations should
be fined according to the list of offences in the
regulations and the corresponding fine. If the total
fine calculated exceeds the NT$100,000 maximum
stated in Article 48 Paragraph 4 of the Water Pollution
Control Act, the fine shall be limited to NT$100,000; if
the amount is under NT$10,000, the fine levied shall
be NT$10,000.
The EPA believes that enforcing the above two sets
of regulations will encourage dedicated units or
personnel that treat industrial wastewater to perform
their duties and operate wastewater treatment
facilities as required by the Water Pollution Control
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Act. A more conscientious performance from them will
help protect Taiwan’s waterbodies and improve the
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water quality.

Water

EPA Responds to Grounded Ocean Liner Yun Hai
The Niuean ocean liner Yun Hai was grounded off the coast of Siaobaisha Islet of Penghu County in the early
morning of 25 February. On that same day, the EPA kicked off its disaster relief measures in accordance with
the Major Marine Oil Pollution Emergency Response Plan and dispatched authorized personnel to Penghu.
An inter-ministerial coordination meeting was convened in which the status of the ocean liner was grasped in
detail and possible anti-spillage measures were discussed. By means of continuous monitoring and a thorough
survey of the coastal conditions, so far no marine pollution resulting from any oil leak has been reported.

T

he EPA convened an inter-ministerial coordination
meeting in the afternoon of 25 February. The
meeting allowed the EPA to understand what
equipment and capabilities each governmental unit
has in dealing with the situation. The EPA, in turn,
asked each unit to do what they are supposed to do,
especially in regard to the removal of oil stocks on
board the ship and the subsequent matter of hauling
its hull.
The Maritime and Port Bureau of the Ministry of
Transportation and Communications was asked to
get hold of the ship owner and its insurance company
immediately. In addition, pursuant to Article 53 of the
Commercial Port Law（商港法）, before the residual
oil is pumped away from the stranded ship, or before

the doubts of an oil leak can be completely lifted,
the ship owner should provide sufficient financial
guarantee and be requested to remove the oil stocks
on board as soon as possible. In an effort to acquire
more information about the ship, the EPA personnel
spoke with the salvaged crew members. It emerged
from their conversation that the ocean liner used
diesel, not heavy oil. The Maritime and Port Bureau
requested the ship owner to come up with a plan for
the removal of the oil stocks and the ship itself.
On 28 February, the relevant competent authorities
did an on-site inspection of the wreckage. It was
discovered that the hull of the ship was stranded on
a reef area of Siaobaisha Islet. The body of the ship
was still steady and showed no sign of significant
tilt, while the ship
was anchored on
its port side. The
waters surrounding
the ship showed no
signs of oil spill. The
Maritime and Port
Bureau requested
the ship owner to
commission a third
party enterprise as
soon as possible and,
weather permitting
to begin the work
of the deployment
of oil booms on 29
February.

The oceanliner Yun Hai was grounded off the coast of Siaobaisha Islet of Penghu.
11

Environmental Policy Monthly

Vol. XIX Issue 3, 2016

News Briefs
Emergency Response Team Dispatched for Postquake Cleanup
At 3:57 a.m. on 6 February, southern Taiwan was struck
with a magnitude 6.4 earthquake. The earthquake led to
the deaths of more than one hundred people and toppled
many buildings in the Tainan area. In line with the actions
taken by the Central Emergency Operation Center, the EPA
simultaneously launched its Natural Disaster Emergency
Response Team to help with the post-disaster cleanup
while reminding citizens of southern Taiwan to pay attention
to the safety of their drinking water.
On 6 February, Minister Kuo-Yen Wei convened an
Emergency Response Team meeting and instructed the
team to do their best to assist the local governments in postdisaster clean up. Minister Wei particularly asked the team
to pay close attention to matters relating to environmental
cleanup and disinfection, drinking water safety, waste
clearance and disposal, and the safety of storage facilities
for toxic chemicals.
To maintain the safety of drinking water, the EPA conducted
random water quality tests of the water in water supply

stations and restored water supply areas. As of 1 March,
the water companies had completed 372 random tests
while the environmental authorities had completed 139. All
the samples tested met the drinking water standards.

Recycling Fee Rates for Five Types of Containers
Starting March 2016
The recycling fee rates for iron, aseptic pack, carton box,
non-foam polystyrene and foam polystyrene containers
will be adjusted in stages. Half of the scope of increases
applied to Phase 1, which commenced from 1 March 2016;
the other half of the scope of increases will commence
from 1 March, 2018. The fee hikes had been promulgated
on 19 August 2015.
The EPA reminds manufacturers and importers of these five
types of containers that, the recycling fee rates had been
raised since 1 March 2016. Hence, the relevant industries
are required to file and pay the fees in accordance with
the new fee rate. Should they run into any problems, they
could call the dedicated hotline for resource recycling at
0800-085-717 or log onto the resource recycling website
at: http://recycle.epa.gov.tw for inquiry.

Amended Fee rates.Old fee rates	..
Recycling fee rates for containers

Item
Amended Fee
rates

Material
Iron

Phase 1

1.48

Phase 2

1.64

Phase 1

5.635

Phase 2

6.42

Carton box

Phase 1

3.165

packaging

Phase 2

3.32

Polystyrene (non-

Phase 1

9.91

foam)

Phase 2

11.64

Polystyrene (foam)

Phase 1

53.56

Phase 2

69.83

Aseptic pack

Old fee rates

Cumulative scope of
adjustment

1.32

12
24

4.85

16
32

3.01

5
10

8.18

21
42

37.29

44
87

Note: Phase 1 was enforced from 1 March 2016, and Phase 2 will be enforced from 1 March, 2018.
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