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Dr. Ying-Yuan Lee Takes Office as EPA Minister

O

n 20 May 2016, Dr. Tsai Ing-wen took office as the President
of the Republic of China (Taiwan). On the same day, legislator
Dr. Ying-Yuan Lee took office as the new EPA Minister, while
lawyer Thomas S. K. Chan was named the new Deputy Minister.
On accepting his new post, Minister Lee said “This is an important
responsibility and mission.” He also stressed the importance of
preventing environmental pollution and using resources sustainably,
and said that both issues would require enormous efforts to
solve. The EPA will put prevention first, while communications
and negotiations will be strengthened to achieve consensus over
environmental issues to better protect public health and Taiwan’s
beautiful natural environment. The EPA will also actively reach out
to the world to seek international cooperation on climate change
mitigation and pollution prevention so as to improve environmental
quality and ensure generational justice.

Professionally Trained with Much Public
Sector Experience

Dr. Ying-Yuan Lee took
office as the new EPA
Minister on 20 May 2016.

Prior to being invited by Premier Chuan Lin to take the
post of EPA Minister, Dr. Lee was a legislator in the
Legislative Yuan. Minister Lee holds a bachelor’s and
a master’s degree from National Taiwan University’s
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Department of Public Health. He went on the US to Being an expert in public health, Minister Lee sees
earn a master’s degree in Health Care Management prevention as the first priority for environmental
from Harvard University, followed by a doctorate protection and says that land-, air- and waterdegree in Health Economics from the University of originated pollution have to be addressed at the same
North Carolina. Minister Lee also brings many years time. He points out that solving the two big problems
of experience working in government agencies. He of environmental pollution and the sustainable use of
has previously served in the positions of Deputy resources will require great effort, and by becoming
Representative to the US, Secretary-General of the EPA Minister he takes on an important responsibility
Executive Yuan, Minister of the Council of Labor and mission. To improve environmental quality and
Affairs, and Deputy Magistrate of Yunlin County. In ensure generational justice, the EPA will enhance
addition to these executive experiences, he has been communications and negotiations to achieve
consensus on environmental issues, so as to better
an elected legislator for more than 12 years.
protect public health and safeguard Taiwan’s beautiful
T a s k e d t o E s t a b l i s h t h e M i n i s t r y o f natural environment.

Environment and Natural Resources

The new government is keen to press ahead with
ministerial reorganizations that will also affect the
EPA. Reorganization on such a scale, however, is
always a tricky matter, particularly for the EPA as its
operations are wide in scope and often sensitive in
nature. Minister Lee specializes in public health and
is well known for his communication and coordination
capabilities. He is also one of very few professionals
who have ample administrative experience both in
central and local governments and is familiar with
multiple fields including foreign affairs, public health
and labor affairs as well as environmental protection.
Minister Lee is expected not only to actively lead in
carrying out environmental protection duties but is
also tasked with speeding up the establishment of
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources.
This will integrate relevant authorities and improve the
effectiveness of environmental work.

Prevention First while Tackling Land-, Air- and
Water-Originated Pollution Simultaneously

Seeking International Support to Work
Together on Climate Change and
Environmental Pollution
On Earth Day 2016, representatives of 171 nations
gathered at the United Nations headquarters in New
York City and signed the Paris Agreement to mitigate
climate change and global warming. Minister Lee
considers this a major achievement for humankind.
However, he regrets that Taiwan was not invited
to sign the agreement and believes this omission
was a loss for the planet. Minister Lee pointed out
that climate change and atmospheric pollution are
problems that cross international boundaries. We all
breathe the same air and the least we can do is keep
the atmosphere clean for future generations. Climate
change mitigation and pollution control, he said, is
like communicable diseases control in that it requires
cooperation from all nations, hence there is no good
reason for sidelining Taiwan. Taiwan will continue to
make its voice heard and achieve greater participation
in global environmental affairs in order to jointly
protect the global environment and pursue sustainable
development for humankind.

Air

Carbon Reduction Targets Achieved for First Year
Enforcement of Passenger Car CO2 Emission Standards
The Passenger Car CO2 Emission Standards（小客車二氧化碳排放標準）were brought into force in 2015 and
CO2 emission reporting for 2015 was completed by the end of March 2016. Statistics show that the average
passenger car CO2 emission for 2015 was 162.48 g/km, a 15% reduction of the baseline emission of 191 g/km
in 2009.
2
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S

ince 2010, the government has been pushing
vehicle manufacturers to sign voluntary CO 2
emission reduction agreements. The voluntary
emission reduction scheme also allowed the EPA
to estimate CO 2 emissions for new vehicles. The
enforcement of the Automobile CO 2 Emission
Standards（ 車 輛 二 氧 化 碳 排 放 標 準 ）began on
1 January 2015, and is Taiwan’s first ever set of
controls on total CO2 emissions for new automobiles.
Passenger cars have been chosen as the target for
the first phase, and the controls will be introduced
in three stages: 65% of total vehicles are to meet
the emission standards for 2015, 80% for 2016, and
100% for 2017. Manufacturers will also be given
extra credits for vehicles whose carbon emissions are
under 120 g/km so as to encourage them to import or
manufacture low-carbon vehicles.
Statistics showed that 285,982 new cars were sold
in 2015, of which 278,986, or 97.6%, met the new
emissions standards. Of the 36 reporting entities, 19
met the minimum standards, of which 17 sold cars
that were all up to standard. The number of models of
vehicles achieving carbon emissions under 120 g/km
has also increased from four in 2009 to 34 in 2015,
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and the number of models of full electric or plugin hybrid vehicles have risen from nine to 30. These
figures indicate that the automobile CO2 emissions
standards are encouraging vehicle manufacturers to
make or import low-carbon vehicles.
The emission standards also stipulate that the
vehicle’s CO 2 emission value must be shown on
the vehicle sticker or in the owner’s manual. Since
the enforcement of the emission standards, the
number of models of low-carbon vehicles available
in Taiwan have increased. The vehicle models with
carbon emissions under 120 g/km are published on
the Vehicle CO2 Reporting and Management System
Website (https://car.epa.gov.tw/carco2/accountmt/
index.aspx).
As part of the effort to mitigate climate change and
global warming, the EPA continues to urge all vehicle
manufacturers to fulfill their social responsibilities by
producing more low-carbon vehicles. Members of the
public are also encouraged to make every effort on
energy saving and carbon reduction, as part of living
a low-carbon lifestyle.

Proportions of new passenger cars sold (according to CO2 emission levels)
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Amendments to Motorcycle Exhaust Emission Testing
Station Regulations Announced
To effectively address the problem of air pollutant emissions from motorcycles, and also to improve the quality
and management of motorcycle emission testing stations, on 8 April 2016 the EPA announced amendments to
the Regulations Governing the Establishment and Management of Motorcycle Air Pollutant Emissions Testing
Stations（使用中機車排放空氣污染物檢驗站設置及管理辦法）.

T

o effectively address the problem of motorcycle
pollutant emissions, since 1998 the EPA has been
enforcing regular emissions testing for motorcycles
in use. In accordance with the stipulations of the
Air Pollution Control Act（空氣污染防制法）, on 21
May 2003 the EPA promulgated the Regulations
Governing the Establishment and Management of
Motorcycle Air Pollutant Emissions Testing Stations
（使用中機器腳踏車排放空氣污染物檢驗站設置及管
理辦法）.
As of the end of December 2015, 2,791 motorcycle
emission testing stations had been established and
subsidies had been handed out for testing 7.2 million
motorcycles. On average, each station tests 2,581
motorcycles annually, indicating that the system is
well-established and running well.
After reviewing the administration of the testing
system – such as certification procedures for testing
station equipment, quality control mechanisms for
testing instruments, and penalty regulations – and

taking into account advances in emission testing
technology, the EPA decided that there was room
for more efficiency and precision. Thus, in order to
improve overall testing quality, the revisions were
formulated. The name of the regulations was also
changed to Regulations for the Establishment and
Management of In-use Motorcycle Air Pollutant
Emissions Testing Stations ( 使用中機車排放空氣污
染物檢驗站設置及管理辦法 ) in accordance with the
amendments made to the wording of the Road Traffic
Management and Penalty Act（道路交通管理處罰
條例）. The main points of the amendments are as
follows:
1. The specifications for the computer system used by
the motorcycle exhaust emission testing stations have
been added.
2. The regulations governing the documents required
for standard gas accreditation application have been
revised.

Motorcycle emission testing stations have to be equipped with
a testing zone, computers, exhaust analyzers and standard
gases.
4
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3. Provisions have been added stipulating that
information for motorcycle emission testing station
certification as well as the person responsible for the
station cannot be changed without prior permission
from the relevant local government competent
authority.
4. Lengths of time for which certifications can be
extended have been adjusted. Requirements for
additional documents for extension applications have
been added as well.
5. The times and places emission tests can be
conducted have been revised. It has also been added
that operators of mobile testing stations will henceforth
need approval of testing times and locations from their
local competent authorities.
6. Regulations have been added authorizing relevant
competent authorities to enforce testing, repeat
testing, and payment of expenses related to testing
station emission analysis instruments that are
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consistently below standard or that produce abnormal
readings.
7. Two new reasons for revoking the certification of
testing stations have been added. One is changing the
person responsible without approval from the relevant
competent authority. The other is accumulating more
than one year of approved temporary suspensions of
testing services within the period that the certification
is valid.
8. Fines have been added for testing premises that
are not tidy. In addition, if the testing station mistypes
information on tested motorcycles but does not report
errors to the competent authority more than five times
(instead of the original ten times) in a single fiscal
year, it will be fined NT$15,000.
9. The period for which documents for the motorcycle
emission testing fee appropriation application must
be kept has been adjusted to two years. Meanwhile,
procedures for recovering over-issued subsidies have
been added.

Environmental Inspection

Electroplating Firm Charged for Illegally Discharging
Nickel in Wastewater
The EPA recently took joint command along with the Changhua District Prosecutors Office and the police to
crack down on an environmental violation that led to the contamination of irrigation channels and two hectares
of farmland in Puxin Township, Changhua County. Following nearly a year of investigations, the operators of an
electroplating enterprise that was illegally discharging wastewater containing nickel – a heavy metal harmful to
human health – were charged with violating environmental regulations and the Criminal Code.

T

he raid on the polluting electroplating premises
to o k p l a ce o n 2 1 A p ri l 2 0 1 6 a n d i n v o l ve d
personnel from the EPA, the Changhua District
Prosecutors Office, the police, the Changhua County
Environmental Protection Bureau, and Chang Hua
Irrigation Associations. The enterprise operators
were found to be failing in their responsibilities by
discharging untreated electroplating wastewater
through rainwater drainage pipes into irrigation
channels in front of its premises. This was not only
in violation of environmental regulations by polluting
nearby farmland but also in violation of Article 1901 of the Criminal Code（ 刑 法 ）. The operators
are being investigated by the Changhua District
Prosecutors Office.

Following an announcement in early 2015 by the
Changhua County Government that listed a plot
of farmland in Puxin Township as a contaminated
remediation site, the EPA began investigations into
the source of the pollution. Surveys of water channels
and the local environment pointed to an electroplating
factory situated by the mid-section of one of the
irrigation channels in Puxin Township as the likely
culprit. More in-depth investigations followed, but solid
evidence was hard to collect as the enterprise was
discharging its wastewater in an unusual way.
At the end of 2015, the EPA ascertained that the
contaminated wastewater was still being discharged.
After employing a number of high-tech devices to
5
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monitor water quality and gather evidence for four harmful substances above the maximums permitted
months, the EPA discovered that the electroplating by the Effluent Standards, the enterprise operators are
firm was discharging small volumes of highly-polluted in violation of not only environmental regulations but
wastewater at irregular intervals. Once the location of also in violation of Article 190-1 of the Criminal Code,
the discharge outlet was discovered, EPA inspectors and thus could face a fine of NT$60,000-20 million
took wastewater samples for analysis. The samples and up to seven years in prison. If it is discovered
were shown to have amounts of the toxic heavy that the enterprises profited from not treating the
metal nickel far above the maximum value for effluent wastewater properly, any illegal gains accrued will
standards. In one sample the concentration of nickel also be confiscated. As farmland was polluted in
was 48.5 times the stated maximum, thus seriously this case, the enterprise will have to pay the cost for
impacting downstream water quality.
remediation in accordance with the stipulations of the
Soil and Groundwater Pollution Remediation Act（土
The EPA reiterated that for enterprises that pollute 壤及地下水污染整治法）.
local waterbodies with wastewater containing levels of
EPA inspectors inspect and
gather evidence on illegal
wastewater discharges.

An inspector takes an effluent
sample from a rainwater
drainage pipe owned by the
offending enterprise.
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Air

Air Quality Monitoring Results of Pilgrimage Published
Online
The air quality around a nine-day pilgrimage to a coastal town in central Taiwan was monitored throughout the
whole event for the first time to gain a better understanding of how local air quality is affected by the activity.
The air quality readings showed that fine particulate matter (PM2.5) levels were highest when the pilgrimage
palanquin of the entered local temples (4,188 μg/m3) compared to the highest reading of 1,550 μg/m3 around
the palanquin while it was on roads. The monitoring results are published online for public perusal.

T

he two main tools employed by the EPA to
monitor air quality during the pilgrimage were an
E-motor vehicle and hand-held PM2.5 micro-sensors.
The hand-held sensors were carried by EPA staff
following pilgrims to obtain real-time PM 2.5 values.
The E-motor, by contrast, was parked beside temples
visited by pilgrims to monitor changes in air quality as
the palanquin passed by. The highest reading taken
by the E-motor was 4,188 μg/m3; the three highest
readings taken by the hand-held PM2.5 micro-sensors
were 1,550 μg/m3 and 1,476 μg/m3 in Changhua City
and 1,494 μg/m3 in Siluo Township. The cause of the
high air pollution in all cases was people setting off
firecrackers and fireworks to celebrate the arrival of
the palanquin.
The readings taken by the EPA personnel with the
hand-held devices indicated that PM2.5 concentrations
within 5 m of places where firecrackers and fireworks
were set off always exceeded 1,000 μg/m 3. PM 2.5
levels within 10 m of the palanquin and the pilgrims
immediately behind it were still several hundred μg/
m3, or even higher if the devices were in a downwind

position, due to the concentration of firecracker
smoke. However, the high PM 2.5 concentrations
were momentary and quickly fell once the smoke
dispersed.
During the nine days of the pilgrimage the EPA was
publishing real-time monitoring data on its dedicated
webpage (http://ienv.epa.gov.tw/IoT). The EPA
has also made available all raw data gathered at
the event for public perusal and downloading on its
Environmental Resource Open Data Platform (http://
opendata.epa.gov.tw/).
In the future, the EPA will provide the relevant
monitoring data to all temples and temple event
organizers. The EPA also urges temples and
temple event organizers to find ways to protect the
environment while still achieving the event’s aims.
The EPA suggests reducing the use of traditional
firecrackers (or using eco-friendly firecrackers)
and collecting and burning the joss paper offerings
together to reduce emissions of air pollutants and
reduce noise pollution.

An E-motor vehicle monitors air quality during the pilgrimage.
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Recycling

Tax Subsidies Available for Replacement of Old Vehicles
Taiwan’s vehicle recyclers now offer a home collection service, which along with the tax rebates and subsidies
available is another reason for residents to replace their old vehicles. In fact, when adding up the EPA’s vehicle
recycling subsidy, the commodity tax reduction for replacing an old vehicle with a new one, the taxes saved by
recycling the old vehicle, and the salvage value of the old vehicle, replacing an old vehicle with a new one may
save owners over NT$66,000.

V

ehicle owners should give their old vehicle to
a licensed recycler and obtain the end-of-life
vehicle recycling manifest issued by the EPA. If the
owners buy and register a new vehicle within six
months before or after recycling their old ones, they
will be eligible for a commodity tax deduction for the
new vehicle and the recycling subsidy for the old one.
The tax reductions are NT$50,000 and NT$4,000
for cars and motorcycles, respectively. The vehicle
recycling subsidies are NT$1,000 for cars over 10
years old and NT$300 for motorcycles over seven
years old. To receive the tax rebate and recycling
subsidy, the owners simply need to collect the copies
of the vehicle recycling manifest and the vehicle title
transfer form and file the applications with the Ministry
of Finance for the tax rebate and with the EPA for the
recycling subsidy.
There is also an extra NT$1,500 available for the
recycling of 2-stroke motorcycles. The EPA and
local environmental protection bureaus also provide

subsidies for purchasing new electric motorcycles
and electric bicycles. In addition, recyclers often
pay the owners a few thousand New Taiwan Dollars
depending on the vehicle’s condition.
The EPA pointed out that abandoning or keeping
but not using an old vehicle can cost owners nearly
NT$16,000 annually in vehicle registration fees, fuel
tax, and fines for not taking it to regular vehicle tests.
If the vehicle is reported for occupying road space, it
may be towed away and its owner served a notice and
instructed to claim it in accordance with the Definition
and Regulations for Handling Road-Occupying
Abandoned Vehicles（占用道路廢棄車輛認定基準
及查報處理辦法）. If the vehicle is not claimed then
it will be disposed of, and the owner will not be able
to claim the commodity tax rebate or any subsidies,
which is clearly not to the owner’s advantage. The
EPA is urging all owners of old cars to replace them
with new ones and save at least NT$66,000.

Abandoned vehicles cause environmental problems.
8
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Recycling old vehicles consists of two steps:
Step 1 – Finding a recycler: The EPA provides
information on registered recyclers over the toll-free
resource recycling hotline 0800-085-717 and on the
resource recycling website http://recycle.epa.gov.tw/
Recycle/. Vehicle owners can make an arrangement
with the recycler for the time and place to collect the
old vehicle. The owner’s ID card number or company’s
VAT number, and a copy of the vehicle license or the
vehicle title transfer certificate should be given to the
recycler to verify the ownership.
Step 2 – Collecting the subsidy: The recycler will
give the vehicle owner a copy of the vehicle recycling
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manifest, which the owner can use to apply for the
EPA subsidy.
As for the regulations governing the reduction in new
vehicle commodity tax for recycling or exporting old
automobiles and buying new vehicles, consumers can
find them on the websites of the MOF (http://www.
mof.gov.tw/) or the MOF’s Taxation Administration
(http://www.dot.gov.tw/dot/index.jsp). Enquiries are
dealt with through the National Taxation Bureau’s tollfree hotline 0800-000-321. Owners of old 2-stroke
motorcycles can visit the EPA’s Low Pollution Vehicle
Subsidy Information website (http://mobile.epa.gov.tw/
lowpoll/index.aspx) for details.

General policy

Local Governments Promoting Low-carbon Sustainable
Homeland Awarded
On 23 April 2016, the EPA awarded silver and bronze medals to local governments at various levels which actively promoted the low-carbon sustainable homeland program, leading to good outcomes. The awarded governments not only performed well in energy saving and carbon reduction, the residents of their jurisdictions are
also turning the concept of a low-carbon sustainable homeland into actual actions. They are certainly the best
models for practicing a low-carbon lifestyle.

T

he EPA believes that creating social infrastructure
for a low-carbon sustainable homeland requires
the participation of all residents. The concepts of
energy saving and carbon reduction have to be
transformed into actual actions in every area of
daily life, such as food, clothing, accommodation,
transportation, education, and entertainment. In July
2014, the EPA started the pilot plan for the Lowcarbon Sustainable Homeland Certification and
Rating that was formally rolled out on 1 January 2015.
The EPA hopes that the plan will encourage local
governments to sign up in the spirit of “competition
with oneself.”
To be accepted by the EPA into the certification and
grading system, participating units must implement
plans that suit local needs and environments and
include concepts such as landscape greening,
using green energy and saving electricity, green
transportation, resource recycling, low-carbon
lifestyles, and sustainable business models. The EPA
has adopted a layer-by-layer cumulative approach
to rolling out the system, in which implementation is

bottom-up while guidance is top-down. Therefore, for
a local government to achieve the threshold of a given
grade for the low-carbon homeland, it must have
the participation of a certain number of villages and
townships/cities that have also obtained certification of
the same grade.
With the active participation of all levels of the local
governments, all government levels were involved
and the achievements were very outstanding. As of
20 April 2016, a total of 2,269 units had completed
surveys for their districts, organized implementation
teams, formulated their low-carbon sustainability
pledge, and signed up for building a low-carbon
homeland. Among these, 502 units had implemented
their low-carbon sustainable actions. After being
reviewed by a committee composed of scholars and
experts, 18 units rated as silver and 484 as bronze.
On 23 April 2016 the EPA awarded silver medals to
18 participating units and bronze medals to eight city/
county governments.
The ceremony was held in Sanchong, District,
9

Vol. XIX Issue 5, 2016

Environmental Policy Monthly

New Taipei City, as two boroughs of the district
were given a silver grade, a rare and noteworthy
achievement for other communities to learn from.
In addition, New Taipei City itself was also the first
county/city that received the silver certification.
Chengde and Shunde were awarded for the low-

carbon measures of rooftop solar panel installation,
construction of rooftop vegetable plots, eco-ponds,
wall plantations and rainwater collecting and recycling
systems. The Chengde and Shunde borough offices
also trained volunteers to maintain and manage their
communities in a more sustainable way.

The EPA awards silver and bronze medals to local governments which promoted the Low-carbon
Sustainable Homeland Program with outstanding outcomes.

Environmental Sanitation

Over 99% of Environmental Agents Pass EPA Tests
The EPA has published the results of tests on environmental agents on the market in 2015: the pass rate
was 99.04%. The EPA tested the active ingredients of 112 environmental agents and found that 99.11% of
them contained active ingredients as labeled. The EPA also discovered 24 counterfeit environmental agents
sold without permits. The EPA has ordered all of these 24 products to be removed from shelves, and vendors have been penalized according to the law.

T

o ensure that consumers buy safe, legal
and effective environmental agents rather
than those of dubious origin – thus safeguarding
public health and reducing the environmental
load – every year the EPA formulates an
Environmental Agent Inspection Plan. The plan
is sent to local environmental protection bureaus
for implementation. The plan stipulates that
the bureaus should conduct random checks of
advertisements and labeling for environmental
agents, test for fake or banned products, and
10

undertake random sampling content tests. The
bureaus are also advised to pay special attention
to dollar stores, flower markets, traditional wet
markets, pesticide retailers, grocery stores and night
markets.
The results of the EPA inspection of environmental
agents available on the market in 2015 have been
published. The labeling of 29,265 individual items
was examined, with 281 items failing to meet EPA
requirements. The EPA also tested the active

Vol. XIX Issue 5

Environmental Policy Monthly

ingredients of 112 products, of which 99.11%
contained active ingredients as labeled. The EPA also
discovered 24 products being sold without permits.
Among the 24 unregistered products, seven of them
were found to contain mirex, a chemical compound
banned by the EPA and listed as a persistent organic
pollutant under the Stockholm Convention. The EPA
has ordered that all of these unregistered products be
removed from store shelves, and their vendors have
been punished according to the law.
At present, there are 754 environmental agents that
have been granted approval for sale by the EPA.
These products have been rigorously tested and
screened by the government, so there is no need
for members of the public to buy dubious products
online that often come with exaggerated claims about
their efficacy. Consumers can recognize approved
products by the EPA codes on the labels: Either “EPA
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Manufacturing No.OOOO（環署衛製字第○○○○
號 ）” or “EPA Export No.OOOO（ 環 署 衛 輸 字 第
○○○○號）”.
The EPA has established an environmental agent
permit inquiring system (http://mdc.epa.gov.tw/MDC/
search/search_License.aspx) that allows consumers
to check whether or not a product is legally registered
by simply entering the product’s name or permit
number. The website also gives information on insect
repellents that contain natural ingredients, and details
of vendors of registered environmental agents and
pest control enterprises. The EPA also has a website
(http://mdc.epa.gov.tw/EVagents/EVSecurity/EVIndex.
aspx) dedicated to the safe use of environmental
agents, which also provides information on legally
registered environmental agents and those that failed
the EPA’s inspections or tests.

Some of the approved environmental
agents that are displayed by the
EPA.

News Briefs
National Environmental Education Awards Open
for Application
The selection process for the highest honor for domestic
environmental education – the 5th National Environmental
Education Awards – has been up and running since 1 May
2016. All groups or individuals who meet entry criteria may

apply for the awards before 30 June. The application forms
and related information can be found on the dedicated
webpage on the EPA’s website (http://eeis.epa.gov.tw/
eeaward).
The purpose of the National Environmental Education
Awards is to recognize meritorious environmental
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education personnel and organizations as well as to
increase the influence of environmental education and
the pursuit of sustainable development. The awards are
divided into six categories: private enterprises, schools,
governmental agencies, non-governmental organizations,
communities and individuals. Within each of the six
categories there will be six winners selected for an award.
For communities and non-governmental organizations, the
top winners will receive a cash prize of NT$ one million in
addition to a trophy; whereas for the individuals, the top
winners will receive cash prizes of up to NT$100,000. For
those interested, applications must be sent by 30 June
2016 to the local environmental protection bureau where
the household or entity is registered.

Maximum NT$300,000 Fine for Selling
Environmental Agents Online without Permit
With the popularity of the internet growing, more people
are going online to purchase environmental agents. In view
of this increasing phenomenon, the EPA has done work
with local environmental protection bureaus to enhance the
inspection of illegal online advertisements and the selling
of environmental agents. In 2015, a total of 8,126 cases
of online advertisements of environmental agents were
found, of which 13 turned out to be illegal. The competent
authorities have, in accordance with the Environmental
Agents Control Act（環境用藥管理法）, fined the illegal
advertisers and instructed them to recall their products
within a given period of time. The EPA reminds the general
public that they are not allowed to place ads on the
internet to sell any environmental agent for which a permit
has not been issued. The maximum fine for offenders is
NT$300,000.

Installation and Management Regulations
for Dedicated Air Pollution Control Units and
Personnel Preannounced
In accordance with Article 33 of the Air Pollution Control
Act（空氣污染防制法）, the EPA preannounced a draft of
the Regulations Governing Installation and Management
of Dedicated Air Pollution Control Units or Personnel
（空氣污染防制專責單位或人員設置及管理辦法）. The
regulations specify the responsibilities of dedicated air
pollution control units and personnel.

ai r pol l uti on control personnel to enhance their
functioning. The regulations focus on the grade and
number of dedicated air pollution control personnel
needed to be established at public and private premises,
their responsibilities, and their substitution when they are
unable to carry out their duties or are no longer able to
serve in the position.
The EPA hopes that the formulation and implementation
of the regulations will help dedicated air pollution control
units and personnel at public and private premises fulfill
their duties in operating air pollution control equipment
and thus contribute to better air quality for the general
public.

Local Governments Commended for Soil and
Groundwater Remediation Achievements
On 3 May 2016, the EPA held an award ceremony for
local environmental protection bureaus that performed
outstandingly in soil and groundwater remediation.
Deputy Minister Tzi-chin Chang graced the occasion with
his attendance and presented the awards to the local
environmental protection bureaus in recognition of their
good performances.
The 2015 soil and groundwater remediation evaluation
was conducted in three groups in accordance with the
differences in the types of industries and the remediation
focus. Ultimately, 12 local environmental protection
bureaus were commended for their performance
and given an “Excellent” or “Outstanding” rating. The
“Excellent” ratings went to Kaohsiung City, Chiayi County
and Taipei City; and the “Outstanding” ratings went to
Tainan City, New Taipei City, Changhua County, Yilan
County, Miaoli County, Pingtung County, Taitung County,
Hualien County and Keelung City. Through annual
evaluations, the advances made by local environmental
protection bureaus over the past few years have been
seen. The results showed that the winning local bureaus
were efficient in supervising the control sites under their
jurisdiction to come up with an improvement agenda and
a future plan. These bureaus also pro-actively monitored
the sites with high potential of pollution to prevent
contamination.

Ac c or ding t o t h e EPA, th e p u rp o s e o f th e drafted
regulations is to strengthen the management of dedicated
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