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Cherishing Ecosystems and Cultural Heritage through
Better EIA Monitoring
The fulfillment of pledges made on environmental impact assessments (EIAs) have resulted in some
unexpected and touching scenarios in Taiwan in recent years, such as the temporary closing of the outside
lane of a freeway to let butterflies pass unharmed or the preservation of 1,000-year old artifacts uncovered
during work on the Suhua Highway Improvement Project. To increase the efficacy of EIA monitoring, the EPA
carries out strict supervision of all development projects to ensure that surrounding ecologies and heritage are
fully protected.

T

he EIA definition refers to the degree and scope
of possible impact on the environment – including
the living environment, natural environment, social
environment, economy, heritage, and ecosystem – of
development activity or government policy. An EIA is
an environmental management plan that should be
based upon scientific, objective, and comprehensive
surveys, tests, analyses, and assessments. EIAs
should be presented at public hearings and subject to
further evaluation if necessary.

Monitoring is Key for a Successful EIA
System
The Environmental Impact Assessment Act stipulates
that developers must undertake any development
activity in accordance with the content in their EIA
statements or a similar explanatory document.
The relevant competent authority is responsible
for monitoring and tracking the implementation of
the EIA to ensure that no part of the development
project causes serious or unnecessary damage to
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the environment and that an effective post-project
were collected.
monitoring mechanism is in place.
Once the development activity has been approved,
whether or not the project can be implemented
according to the EIA or similar explanatory document
depends upon every conceivable environmental
factor being taken into account. Only when the EIA
is an integral part of the overall planning can it fulfill
its function of preventing environmental damage
and pollution. Thus, once the EIA is approved it is
imperative for the EPA to have a system to monitor
and track project design, construction, and postconstruction matters so that whenever a problem is
discovered the EPA can quickly suggest improvement
measures. Such a system will also bolster public trust
in the effectiveness of EIAs, as well as have the EIA
process function fully as expected.
EPA statistics show that in 2013, the EPA conducted
monitoring on 484 development projects out of over
1,100 that had their EIAs evaluated and approved.
Twenty-three of the monitored projects were
found to have violated regulations and a total of
NT$19,076,000 in fines and recovered illicit gains

EIA Monitoring Helps to Protect the
Environment, Ecosystems and Cultural
Heritage
The pledges laid out in EIAs often cover a wide variety
of items including air, water, waste, and so forth.
EIAs also have softer, less quantifiable aspects in the
form of promises made to cherish ecosystems and
heritage. In order to compel enterprises to fulfill their
pledges, the EPA strictly monitors all development
projects to ensure that the environment is protected
and that ecosystems and heritage are also cared
for.
With over 1,000 listed development projects being
undertaken, the scope and impact of developmental
activity is large – such as the construction of freeways,
high-speed rails, reservoirs, or projects in remote
areas – and often touch upon issues of cultural
heritage and ecological conservation. The EPA has
thus decided to list all development projects that
involve cultural heritage and ecological conservation
requiring EIA monitoring. Recent examples of this
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Diagram: The numbers of jacanas in the Guantian District of Tainan City in recent years
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include a jacana habitat restoration plan that is part of
the Taiwan High Speed Rail development project, the
temporary closing of the outside lane of Freeway No.
3 to let milkweed butterflies pass unharmed, and the
salvaging of ancient cultural relics uncovered during
work on the Suhua Highway Improvement Project.
As a part of the EIA review decisions, the Taiwan
High Speed Rail development project pledged
to construct a 15-hectare habitat and implement
a restoration plan for a population of jacanas in
Guantian District of Tainan City and to ensure that no
construction work or business operations impact upon
the breeding and survival of these birds. As a result,
there has been a gradual increase in jacana numbers
in recent years. Environmental monitoring results also
indicated that the piers of the high speed rail located
in the Hulu Pond and Deyuan Pond have had no
effect upon jacana numbers. The jacana habitat is a
very successful example of wildlife conservation and
restoration and is now one of the best environmental
education sites in the Tainan area.
Around the beginning of April every year, Taiwan’s
milkweed butterflies begin to move north on a route
close to the 252 km mark of Freeway No. 3. To
reduce the number of butterflies killed by vehicles,
and in accordance with a pledge it made in its EIA,
the Directorate General of Highways of the Ministry
of Transportation and Communications sets up
protective netting that directs butterflies to migrate
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safely along the freeway, and it also temporarily
closes the outside lane of the freeway at that time of
year.
During the implementation of the Suhua Highway
Improvement Project in the mountains between Yilan
and Hualien, precious Hanben cultural relics were
unearthed during pile driving near the south end of
Gufeng Tunnel. Seven stone coffins and 12 skeletons
were recovered, along with 1,000-year old artifacts
such as stone tools, ceramics, bone and antler tools,
food remnants, and coal ash.

Safeguarding the Environment through
Supervising Developers
The EPA is keen to stress that EIA monitoring
will continue to play a major role in environmental
protection work and no effort will be spared to
ensure that sensitive ecologies and cultural heritage
are protected. The EPA is constantly reminding
developmental units that having their EIA approved
entails more than just obtaining a written permit;
it also commits them to undertaking their work in
accordance with the content of the EIA and the EPA’s
evaluation of it. The EPA’s constant monitoring of
developers to ensure that they fulfill their pledges
creates a win-win situation whereby long-standing
environmental policies such as air quality protection
are implemented and ecologies and cultural heritage
are also safeguarded.

Waste

List of Restaurants, Food Manufacturers and Hotels
Required to Report Waste Cooking Oil to Be Expanded
The EPA’s list of sources of waste cooking oil that are required to submit online reports – currently including
fast food chain outlets, restaurants, food manufacturers and hotels – is to be expanded. The new list will include
approximately 6,000 enterprises. The amendments, which the EPA intends to announce by the end of 2014, will
require listed enterprises to submit waste cooking oil disposal plans and to submit online full details of how their
waste cooking oil is disposed. The EPA is also working with the Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) and China
Petroleum Corp. to develop ways of turning waste cooking oil into a fuel additive to facilitate proper disposal.

O

n 15 September 2014, the EPA sent out
copies of its Waste Cooking Oil Inspection
Principles to each local government's environmental
protection bureaus and requested them to inspect all

restaurants, diners and food stalls located in the night
markets/commercial areas under their jurisdiction.
The enterprises were also advised to ensure that
their waste cooking oil is handed over to sanitation
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teams or licensed waste disposal operators for proper timetables so that all waste cooking oil will be dealt
disposal. The first stage of the inspections was carried with through the legal recycling system.
out on 40,136 small restaurants in 517 night markets/
commercial areas, and involved an estimated 28,000 As a result of the recent tainted cooking oil incident,
tonnes of waste cooking oil. The second stage of the EPA is strengthening its management over the
follow-up inspections and guidance is currently being production and disposal of waste cooking oil. The
undertaken.
EPA has recently conducted a thorough review of the
relevant regulations and is considering amending the
Analysis of results from the inspections showed that list of enterprises required to report waste cooking oil
41% of the waste cooking oil from night markets, disposal online to include: fast food chain stores or
food stalls and diners is given to individual recyclers, restaurants with a total capital of over NT$25 million,
who thus play an important role in the recycling and including branches and franchises; agricultural,
disposal of waste cooking oil. The EPA has requested forestry, fishery and livestock enterprises with a total
local governments' environmental protection bureaus capital of over NT$2.5 million that produce waste
to ensure that these individual recyclers are given cooking oil; and hotels that produce waste cooking
the proper guidance regarding applications for waste oil and have more than 100 guest rooms. The EPA
disposal operator licenses either as individuals or as hopes that the above revisions will be carried out in
a group. Having them legally registered and under accordance with legal management mechanisms to
government control will allow for the disposal of waste reduce the risk of waste cooking oil being disposed
cooking oil to be properly monitored. From 2015, of illegally and affecting human health and the
unlicensed individual recyclers will be penalized with environment.
fines ranging from NT$60,000~300,000.
The EPA reiterates that in addition to expanding the
Waste cooking oil is currently recycled for use as list of waste cooking oil sources and requiring the
a raw material in the manufacture of soap, stearic listed enterprises to submit disposal plans and report
acid, and biodiesel. In order to expand the available full details online of how their waste cooking oil is
recycling options, the EPA is working with the MOEA disposed, the EPA will also push local governments'
and China Petroleum Corp. to develop ways of turning environmental protection bureaus to strengthen
waste cooking oil into a source of biofuel, which could related audits and inspections. The EPA is also
lead to up to 70,000 tonnes of waste cooking oil being urging newly-listed restaurants, food manufacturers
disposed of annually. The EPA will also continue to and hotels to abide by the regulations so that all can
supervise local environmental protection agencies in work together to protect the environment and human
carrying out inspections and audits according to set health.

Environmental Sanitation

EPA Subsidizes Kaohsiung City for Dengue Fever Control
Outbreaks of dengue fever in Kaohsiung City have been particularly serious this year, and the EPA is very
concerned about the health of the residents. The EPA is working closely with local environmental protection
agencies to implement the control practice of “prioritizing the removal of breeding grounds supplemented with
spraying pesticides in emergencies.” In addition to enhancing outdoor mosquito breeding ground patrols and
issuing penalties when necessary, the EPA has also provided Kaohsiung City Government Environmental
Protection Bureau (EPB) with an emergency grant to improve control efforts. A dedicated web page on dengue
fever control information offers advice on how to spot mosquito breeding grounds, and tips on tidying up around
homes has also been added to the bureau’s website.

A

ccording statistics compiled by the Ministry
of Health and Welfare’s (MOHW) Center for

Disease Control, the outbreak of dengue fever
in Kaohsiung City in 2014 is the most serious in
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recent years. The EPA is keeping a close eye on
developments and stands ready to assist Kaohsiung’s
EPB in meeting its dengue fever control needs. The
EPA has already provided a subsidy of NT$3.6 million
in 2014 and will provide a further NT$6.4 million in
emergency funding to help eradication efforts such
as the removal of outdoor breeding grounds and the
spraying of pesticides where necessary.
Since June 2014, the EPA has been continuously
dispatching personnel to the most affected districts
in Kaohsiung City to help with outdoor breeding
ground removal patrols and public education. The
most common outdoor breeding grounds encountered
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include old tires, heaps of tarpaulin, buckets, flower
pots and miscellaneous containers. Once a mosquito
breeding ground is found, the EPA personnel
immediately notify Kaohsiung City Government
EPB to rectify the problem. The EPA is urging all
citizens to check inside and outside of their homes
at least once a week and remove objects in which
water may accumulate, as well as clean up pools of
stagnant water in easily - missed locations such as
rooftop corners. According to statistics, from January
to October 2014, local governments' environment
bureau personnel have been mobilized over 1.06
million person-times to clear away over 3.89 million
containers and 69,000 used tires nationwide.

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei inspected the dengue fever control in Kaosiung City on 3 November
2014

Water

Gravel Contact Oxidation Significantly Improves
Agongdian River Water Quality
Environmental water purification technologies include gravel contact, constructed wetlands and water diversion facilities. Of these, the gravel contact oxidation is currently in use in Taipei City, New Taipei City, Taoyuan
County as well as in Kaohsiung City, where it has been very effective in improving water quality in polluted sections of the Agongdian River.
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s it is not possible for the government to build
volumes of household and industrial wastewater
sewage systems to cover the whole nation in the
being produced are thus a significant pollution
burden on the river. Following the success of on-site
near term while the water quality of certain rivers are
suffering from greywater pollution, the EPA started
water purification facilities in other river basins, in
building ecologically engineered water purification
2012 the EPA issued a grant to the Kaohsiung City
facilities in 2002. As of September 2014, the EPA had
Government to construct a gravel contact oxidation
completed 114 such on-site water purification facilities
facility in Gangshan Riverbank Park. Ten openaround Taiwan.
air effluent drainage channels were also built to
reduce pollution from the Gangshan area by diverting
The Agongdian River is a major river that flows
greywater to the facility, which can hold up to 8,000
through the Gangshan District of Kaohsiung City,
tonnes of greywater for treatment before releasing it
an area that has seen rapid population growth
into the Agongdian River.
and industrial development. The ever-increasing
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The water quality of Agongdian River is improved with gravel contact oxidation

Water

Regulations Governing Allocation of Water Pollution
Control Fee Among Local Governments Announced
In order that the central government’s allocation of water pollution control fee for local governments is standardized and based on written law, the EPA has announced the Regulations Governing Allocation of Water Pollution
Control Fee. In future, fees will be distributed based on results of water pollution control performance evaluations and on the needs for carrying out the water pollution control plan of each city or county.
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he six articles of the Regulations Governing
Allocation of Water Pollution Control Fee were
promulgated by the EPA on 31 October 2014 and
went into effect immediately. The regulations were
formulated according to the stipulations of Article 11
Paragraph 5 of the Water Pollution Control Act. The
main points of the regulations are as follows:
1. The central competent authority will allocate the
collected water pollution control fee to the special
municipality, city and county competent authorities
according to their water pollution prevention needs
based on the following criteria:
a) evaluation of their water pollution control
performance
b) the Water Pollution Control Plan
c) any other related work requirements as determined
by the central competent authority
2. In April of each year, the central competent
authority will calculate a percentage based upon
the water pollution control performance for the
previous year of each special municipality, city and
county competent authority. This percentage will
be multiplied by a factor derived from assessing the
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budget requirements for major tasks as presented
in the Water Pollution Control Plan to calculate the
proportion of total amount of water pollution control
fee that each local authority will receive.
3. The central competent authority will multiply the
said proportion by the total amount of water pollution
control fees collected within each special municipality,
city and county to calculate the exact amount of
fees that each special municipality, city and county
competent authority will receive.
4. The special municipality, city and county competent
authorities should submit their annual Water Pollution
Prevention Administration Plan in March every year
to the central competent authority for approval. The
content of such plan should include water pollution
control tasks and details of implementation, expected
benefits, a breakdown of expenditures and a budget
statement.
5. In addition to the calculation stipulated in Article 3 of
the Regulations, the central competent authority must
also allocate administration funding to the special
municipality, city and county competent authorities
according to their requirements as laid out in their
Water Pollution Prevention Administration Plan.

Soil & Groundwater

Monitoring and Inspection of Underground Storage Tanks
Continues
In 2013, the EPA announced amendments to the Groundwater Pollution Control Standards, adding methyl tertbutyl ether (MTBE) to the list of controlled items. In order to further safeguard public health, the EPA also formulated regulations requiring related enterprises to conduct periodic monitoring of their underground storage
tanks to prevent leakages of chemicals from polluting soil and groundwater. The EPA also announced that it will
begin conducting its own inspections of such facilities.

D

uring pollution surveys of petrol stations
conducted in 2011, the EPA discovered pollution
at the site of a station owned by China Petroleum
Corp. on Zhongxiao E. Rd in Taipei City. In 2012,
the Department of Environmental Protection of the
Taipei City Government was ordered by the EPA
– as required by law – to deal with the matter. This
resulted in the site being announced as a restricted
site on 4 February 2012, and the department marked

a surrounding pollution control area and prohibited
the use of groundwater from within it. Following
further assessments, it was decided that since the
station had an intact concrete forecourt, the chance of
volatile pollutants evaporating from the contaminated
soil or groundwater and impacting the health of
nearby residents was low. A control plan to deal with
the pollution has been evaluated and approved by a
team of experts and is currently being implemented
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Bodies and Monitoring Equipment in Underground
according to regulatory requirements.
Storage Tanks. The regulations require related
MTBE is an oxygenate, and is an additive most enterprises to conduct periodic monitoring of their
commonly added to gasoline to raise its octane underground storage tanks to prevent leakages from
number. EPA surveys of petrol stations' soil and causing pollution.
groundwater over the last few years have discovered
MTBE at some locations. Although there is not enough The EPA will also begin conducting its own inspections
evidence to suggest the compound is carcinogenic, of said underground storage tanks and monitoring
the existence of high levels of MTBE at a site equipment to ensure that the regulations are being
suggests that other oil product pollution may also be abided by. If, following an inspection, a site is listed
present. In keeping with international trends, on 18 as potentially highly polluting, pollution verification
December 2013, the EPA announced amendments to procedures will be taken to test for total petroleum
the Groundwater Pollution Control Standards, adding hydrocarbons (TPHs) and volatile organic compounds
MTBE to the list of controlled items so as to prevent (VOCs), including the pollutants most often discovered
at petrol stations: benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene,
further pollution and safeguard public health.
dimethylbenzene, and MTBE. The EPA is urging
To protect public health and ensure the sustainable all petrol station operators to conduct pollution selfuse of soil and groundwater, the EPA has formulated regulation to prevent soil and groundwater pollution
the Regulations for Installation and Management of incidents from occurring.
Facilities for Preventing Pollution of Groundwater

Water

EPA holds Marine Pollution Response and Practices
International Workshop
To improve knowledge and skills in dealing with emergency marine oil and chemical spills among government
officials, experts and NGOs, the EPA held the 2014 Marine Pollution Response and Practices International
Workshop on 14 October. The workshop provided an opportunity for attendants to further their understanding of
international trends in marine spill response.

E

xperts from the Applied Science Associates
(ASA), France’s Centre of Documentation,
Research and Experimentation on Accidental Water
Pollution (CEDRE), Japan’s Maritime Disaster
Prevention Center (MDPC), and the USA’s National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
were invited to the workshop. Taiwan experts from
the Department of Communications, Navigation
and Control Engineering at National Taiwan Ocean
University and the Center for Space and Remote
Sensing Research at National Central University
were also invited to share their expertise. Topics
discussed included the use of satellite remote sensing
technology in Taiwan and overseas, case studies of
oil spill modeling for emergency responses to marine
pollution incidents, and evidence collection for such
incidents.

According to EPA statistics, around 200 cargo ships
visit Taiwan’s ports every day and almost 2,500 ships
of every type pass through oceans near Taiwan. To
protect Taiwan’s marine environment and ensure
that marine resources are used in a sustainable way,
the EPA conducts annual marine pollution incident
prevention training for government officials. The EPA
also supervises pollution emergency response and
clean-up drills for frontline environmental personnel. In
addition, an interministrial marine pollution emergency
response mechanism has been established so that
resources can be shared and incidents dealt with
as effectively as possible. Other nations around the
world are also diligently adopting high-tech methods
to improve their marine pollution emergency response
capability. With advances in technology – especially
in computer science – calculations for every type
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of quantative model can now be carried out very
quickly, thus vastly reducing the time needed to model
dispersal patterns for oil spills and floating refuse and
giving decision makers a firmer grasp on the scope
and movement of marine pollution.

• Japan’s oil pollution and hazardous/toxic substance
emergency response system

Topics discussed at the workshop included:

• applications of the vessel automatic identification
system during pollution incidents from ships

• the challenges that France currently faces in
responding to marine oil spills
• an analysis of the results of NOAA’s monitoring of
marine oil spills, ship wreckage and other wastes

• a system that integrates oil spill modeling and online
management of emergency response

• Taiwan’s application of satellite imagery and
unmanned aerial vehicles for monitoring and
preventing marine pollution

Deputy Minister Shin-Cheng Yeh (fifth from right) with speakers of the 2014 Marine Pollution
Response and Practices International Workshop

Waste

OECD Experts Invited to Share Experiences in
Sustainable Materials Management
From 13-17 October 2014, the EPA held the Third International Conference on Sustainable Materials Management. The conference was the first occasion that OECD experts have come to Taiwan to share their experiences in sustainable materials management (SMM).
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he EPA is charged with promoting resource
Development and Reform Commission; and Ms.
recycling and the efficient use of resources to
Carrie Wong Hou Jih, Director of the Waste and
facilitate economic activity. To this end, the EPA has
Resource Management Department of Singapore’s
started to think of waste management approaches
National Environment Agency.
such as SMM and was keen to hold the four-day
International Conference on Sustainable Materials
During the conference, particular emphasis was
Management. The conference provided a great
placed upon experience in transforming waste
opportunity for local experts from the government,
management systems into SMM systems with
industry and academia as well as the general public
reference to the current state of Taiwan’s SMM
to work together on drawing up a ten-year roadmap
planning and the promotion of SMM in industry. A
for SMM.
symposium held during the conference gave experts
from Austria, Japan, South Korea, Singapore, China,
The theme of this year’s conference was “Creating a
and Taiwan the chance to share experiences of
Resource-efficient Society.” The EPA invited OECD
promoting SMM. A forum was also held during which
experts from various nations to speak about their
representatives of the government, industry, academia
experiences in SMM and how it is currently being
and public groups held wide-ranging discussions on
implemented in their own countries. The foreign
the challenges facing SMM implementation in Taiwan.
experts included Mr. Andreas Moser from Austria’s
A number of Taiwan’s enterprises were also invited to
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment,
give presentations, demonstrating their successes in
a n d Wa t e r M a n a g e m e n t ; D r. S h u n i c h i H o n d a
resource management. These included O’right, which
from Japan’s Ministry of the Environment; Dr. Sun
has won a number of environmental awards; the Tzu
Kyung Shin, Director of the Resource Recirculation
Chi Recycling Center in Neihu, Taipei City, which is
Research Division of South Korea’s National Institute
an exceptional recycling operation; and AU Optronics,
of Environmental Research; Ms. Li Jing, Vice Director
which has been chosen to participate in the EU’s
General of the Department of Resource Conservation
ZeroWIN project.
and Environmental Protection of China’s National
10

T

Experts from Taiwan and abroad share their experiences in sustainable materials management
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News Briefs
Over 30,000 Motor Vehicles Tested at Roadsides
for Excessive Noise
The EPA has released the results of this year’s campaign
against excessive vehicle noise. As of the end of
September, 686 roadside inspections had been carried
out in 2014 and 1,521 vehicles were tested for excessive
noise. Among them, 837 vehicles were in violation of noise
standards and reported, thus giving a test-and-report rate
of 55%.
Vehicles that have had their exhaust systems modified
and those that have been improperly maintained are often
the causes of loud noises that disturb public peace and
quiet. The EPA has therefore been working closely with
the police and the Motor Vehicle Supervision Office for
joint inspection to enhance public education, roadside
inspections and patrols of neighborhoods where vehicle
modification shops are located. Compared to 2013, there
has been an increase of 20% both in the number of
inspections and the number of vehicles inspected. The
vehicle noise test-and-report rate has also increased
by 9%,indicating that the experience and skills being
accumulated through the joint inspection regime are
being put to good effect in clamping down hard on
vehicles that have had their exhaust systems altered.
Of the motorcycles tested and reported, the loudest was
found to produce 115 decibels, which is the equivalent
to the noise created by 41 motorcycles operating within
noise standards and represents a serious impact upon
environmental quietude.

Waste Cooking Oil Announced as Recyclable

oil is included in the “general waste items that should be
recycled by executive agencies,” that sanitation teams are
not permitted to refuse it regardless of whether it is from
household or non-household sources. The stated executive
agencies must also report online before the 15th of every
month, through the Central Government Departments
and Local Governments Waste Cooking Oil Reporting
System (http://waste1.epa.gov.tw/oil/Index.asp), details on
volumes of waste cooking oil that have been recycled and
reused in their jurisdictions, so that both central and local
environmental authorities can have a clear picture of the
volume and disposal flow of waste cooking oil.

Vehicle LPG Subsidy to Be Extended Two More
Years
O n 2 0 O c t o b e r 2 0 1 4 , t h e E PA p r e a n n o u n c e d t h e
amendments to the Vehicular LPG Subsidy Regulations
which will result in the subsidies being extended two more
years, up to 31 December 2016. The subsidy requirements
and amounts remain unchanged: The subsidy will fluctuate
based upon the difference between the price of vehicle
LPG (including any EPA subsidy) and the price of 95
unleaded gasoline on 31 December 2010 (i.e. NT$12.7/L).
A maximum of NT$2 per liter of LPG will be available. The
EPA is continuing with the LPG subsidy to ensure that the
price difference between gasoline and LPG remains stable,
thus protecting the interests of owners of LPG hybrid
vehicles.

Subsidy for New Electric and Electric-assisted
Bicycles Extended by One Year

There has been much
c o n c e r n i n Ta i w a n
recently about how waste
cooking oil is disposed
of. Thus, in accordance
with Article 5, Paragraph
6 of the Waste Disposal
A c t , t h e E PA h a s
decided to add waste
cooking oil to the list of
“general waste items
that should be recycled
by executive agencies,”
with the changes coming
into immediate effect.
Households and nonhouseholds (e.g. schools,
government agencies,
etc.) can henceforth give
their waste cooking oil
to local environmental
protection bureaus or
sanitation teams, which
are henceforth legally
obliged to accept it.
The EPA emphasized,
now that waste cooking

LPG hybrid vehicles at a filling station
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In order to work in tandem with the promotion of
the universal swappable batteries and continue the
subsidization of newly purchased electric-assisted
bicycles, the EPA preannounced the amendments to
Article 5 of the Regulations Governing Subsidies for
Newly-purchased Electric Scooters and to Article 5 of the
Regulations Governing Subsidies for Newly-purchased
Electric Bicycles. The amendments would extend the
period of subsidization by one year, up to 30 November
2016.

As the issue of carbon reduction and energy saving has
become increasingly important and attracted the attention
of the general public, more and more people are buying
low-polluting transportation vehicles such as electric
bicycles or electric-assisted bicycles. In order to work in
tandem with the promotion of the universal swappable
batteries and encourage the use of low-polluting
transportation vehicles, the EPA decided to extend the
period of subsidization. The subsidy for purchasing
vehicles using universal batteries is extended to 30
November 2015.

Children visiting the central control room of
the Bali Incineration Plant

The “Know Thy Good Neighbor - Refuse Incineration
Plant as a Magician of Environmental Protection” Journey
officially kicked off on 16 October 2014 from the Bali
Incineration Plant in New Taipei City.
As the EPA pointed out, in 2013 alone the total electrical
power generated by refuse incineration plants nationwide
constituted 1.47% of the national electrical output, enough
to supply 690,000 households of four. Because of its sound
inspection of the wastes entering the plant and its high
electricity-generating capability, the Bali Plant in New Taipei
City was rated as one of the two premium plants in Taiwan.
Moreover, it is the only plant that uses waste heat after
electricity generation to warm the water of swimming pools
adjacent to it. In recognition of the contributions made by
incineration plants, the EPA organized the “Know Thy Good
Neighbor” Journey, which kicked off from the Bali Plant,
then continued to other outstanding incineration plants that
received awards in the 2013 evaluation, such as the Lize
Plant in Yilan County, the Hsintien Plant in New Taipei City,
the Taoyuan County Plant, the Miaoli County Plant, the
Chiayi City Plant, the Lucao Plant in Chiayi County, and
the West Plant in Tainan City.
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