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EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei’s Visit to US Successfully
Expands Long-term Environmental Cooperation
From 10-12 August 2015, EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei ( 魏國彥 ) visited the US to meet with US EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy. During his visit, Minister Wei also attended the first conference of the
International Environmental Partnership and the Annual Meeting for the Taiwan-US environmental protection
cooperation held in Washington, DC, as well as delivered a speech at the Wilson Center. Minister Wei’s
visit brought forth meaningful exchanges of ideas on how to promote long-term interdisciplinary cooperation
between Taiwan and the US.

Meeting US EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy

O

n 11 August, Minister Wei, accompanied
by Lyushun Shen（ 沈 呂 巡 ）, Taiwan’s
Representative to the US, met with US EPA
Administrator Gina McCarthy. Both Minister Wei
and Administrator McCarthy commended the
achievements of the International Environmental
Partnership (IEP). They particularly noted the success
of sharing environmental protection experiences with
other nations in the region and even other global

partners, considering that the Partnership was only
launched in April 2014. They hoped that the IEP
would lead to the establishment of more international
networks that would facilitate the exchange of
knowledge, technology and experience among
environmental personnel. Both sides also promised
to continue contributing to the IEP as Taiwan serves
as the hub for establishing Asia-Pacific regional
environmental protection networks.
After the meeting, Minister Wei and Administrator
McCarthy attended a workshop for the Cities Clean

In This Issue
Feature Article: EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei’s Visit to US Successfully Expands Long-term Environmental Cooperation...........................1
EPA Continuing to Assist Local Governments against Dengue Fever..............................................................................................................4
Systematic Tracking Enables Off-site Treatment of Contaminated Soil...........................................................................................................5
Forty-eight More Substances Announced as Harmful to Human Health.........................................................................................................6
Draft of Installation and Monitoring Standards for Water Body Water Quality Monitoring Stations Preannounced.....................................7
Illegal Dumping of Oil Sludge Captured by Police and Environmental Authorities..........................................................................................8
Amendments to Motorcycle Exhaust Emission Testing Station Regulations Preannounced............................................................10
EPA Extends Electric Trailer Subsidy to All Large Wholesale Produce Markets Nationwide.......................................................................10
News Briefs..........................................................................................................................................................................................................11

1

Environmental
Vol. XVIII Issue 9, 2015
Air Partnership (CCAP), a project under the IEP. In
addition to welcoming the representatives of almost
30 cities from more than 10 nations, Minister Wei and
Administrator McCarthy also congratulated the eight
cities that will start the paired programs on clean air,
including Taipei City with Pasig of the Philippines, and
Taichung City with San Jose, California, USA.

Attending the First Conference of the
International Environmental Partnership
The IEP was launched by Minister Wei under the
witness of President Ma Ying-jeou（ 馬 英 九 ）
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and Administrator McCarthy. The purpose of the
partnership is to develop greater bilateral and
regional environmental cooperation based upon the
cooperation between Taiwan and US EPAs, the two
founding partners.
The first conference of the IEP was jointly held by
the Taiwan and US EPAs in Washington, DC, on
10 August 2015. The conference discussed a wide
range of cooperative projects covered by the IEP,
including student air quality monitoring, eco-campus
cooperation, the Cities Clean Air Partnership, technical
assistance on soil remediation, the establishment

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (third from left) and Taiwan’s Representative to the US, Ambassador Lyushun
Shen (second from left) meet with US EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy (fourth from right).

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (front, center) attends the First Conference of the International Environmental
Partnership jointly held by the Taiwan and US EPAs in Washington, DC.
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of the Asia-Pacific atmospheric mercury monitoring
information network, and the international electronic
waste recycling management exchange platform.
The conference presented the achievements and
future perspectives of the IEP to demonstrate
successfully to the international community how
a simple partnership with diverse cooperative
PHDVXUHVFDQOHDGWRVLJQL¿FDQWLPSURYHPHQWVLQWKH
environment at the local, national, regional, and even
global levels.
The conference was chaired by Jane Nishida,
Assistant Administrator for International and
Tribal Affairs of the US EPA. Minister Wei and
Representative Shen also gave speeches to the
audience of about one hundred delegates, which
included Taiwan and US environmental officials,
municipal representatives of several Asian
nations and the US, scientific officers of various
nations delegated to Washington, DC, as well as
representatives of non-governmental organizations,
academia and research institutions.

Attending the Annual Meeting of the TaiwanUS Environmental Protection Technology
Cooperative Agreement
This meeting was co-chaired by Minister Wei and the
Assistant Administrator for International and Tribal
Affairs of the US EPA, Jane Nishida. Participants
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reported on the focus, achievements, challenges
and prospects of each project carried out under the
10th Implementing Arrangement of the Taiwan-US
Environmental Protection Technology Cooperative
Agreement. During the meeting it was suggested that
both parties should promote bilateral cooperation for
the following:
 8VLQJ WHFKQRORJLHV VXFK DV RQOLQH SODWIRUPV
to strengthen the implementation of bilateral or
multilateral projects
:D\VIRUWXUQLQJDFWLYLW\RUPHHWLQJGRFXPHQWVLQWR
teaching materials
 +ROGLQJ HYHQWV DQG DFWLYLWLHV ZLWK PHDVXUDEOH
outcomes and that have their own niche
 ,QWHJUDWLQJ HYHQWV DQG DFWLYLWLHV WKDW VKDUH VLPLODU
themes

Minister’s Speech at the Wilson Center
Minister Wei was also invited – along with US EPA
Assistant Administrator Jane Nishida and Bjarne
Pedersen from Clean Air Asia – by the Washington
think tank, the Wilson Center, to share how the CCAP
is being implemented. In a speech titled Clearing the
Skies in Asian Cities – New Taiwan-US Collaborative
Programs, Minister Wei gave a brief history of
7DLZDQ¶V DLU TXDOLW\ LPSURYHPHQW DQG ¿QH SDUWLFXODWH

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (front, seventh from left) and Administrator Gina McCarthy (front, eighth
from left) attend a workshop for the Cities Clean Air Partnership (CCAP).
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matter management strategies. He also outlined
7DLZDQ¶VVXFFHVVHVLQWKH¿HOGVRIUHDOWLPHDLUTXDOLW\
and atmospheric monitoring.

Interviewed by International Press on
Taiwan’s Environmental Work
In addition, Minister Wei was interviewed by the
Washington Post, Bloomberg BNA, Sing Tao Daily,
and a number of Taiwan’s media outlets. Minister Wei
took the opportunity to speak about the achievements
of environmental work in Taiwan, and the concepts
behind and progress with the IEP.
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Since the start of the 10th Implementing Arrangement
of the Taiwan-US Environmental Protection
Cooperative Agreement and the launch of the IEP,
Taiwan and the US have been cooperating more on
promoting multilateral and regional environmental
partnerships and exchanges, in addition to their
bilateral cooperation. For the Taiwan EPA this
new level of cooperation has brought a number of
challenges. During his trip to the US, Minister Wei
successfully made known Taiwan’s environmental
achievements and laid the foundations for future
cooperation with other US governmental agencies,
academic institutions and think tanks that deal with
environmental issues.

Expanding Environmental Cooperation with
Relevant Organizations

Environmental Sanitation

EPA Continuing to Assist Local Governments against
Dengue Fever
To help local governments prevent the further spread of dengue fever, the EPA has drawn up a program of
clean-up events to mobilize all citizens in the elimination of breeding grounds of vector mosquitoes. The main
Mosquito Annihilation events will be held on weekends. The EPA is also actively educating the public on how
to eliminate breeding grounds using the slogan “Patrol, empty, cleanse and scrub.” Districts particularly affected by the current outbreak have been provided with insecticides to destroy mosquito larvae in drains and
gullies.

T

he EPA has also established the EPA Dengue
Fever Vector Breeding Grounds Elimination
Command Center. Meetings are held once a
week with relevant agencies to analyze ongoing
developments of the outbreak and adjust response
actions to effectively assist local governments.
Since March 2015, the EPA has been implementing
its National Dengue Fever Breeding Grounds Multi-tier
Inspection and Ranking Plan. The plan is formulated
to assist local environmental protection bureaus
conducting multi-tier mobilization to eliminate breeding
grounds during the peak season from June to
December. As of the end of July 2015, environmental
agencies around Taiwan had mobilized 635,170
volunteer efforts resulting in the clearing of more than
1.92 million containers and the removal of more than
35,000 waste tires.
In addition, the inspectors from the EPA’s Northern,
Central, and Southern Branches of the Bureau of
4

Environmental Inspection have been conducting
unannounced breeding grounds inspection in the
areas affected by dengue fever. In any special
municipality or county, once the number of dengue
fever cases reaches 51 or more, unannounced
inspections of vector mosquito breeding grounds will
be launched in that city or county. A total of 8,149
inspections have been carried out in 17 districts in
Tainan City（臺南市）and 12 districts in Kaohsiung
City（ 高 雄 市 ）. Seventy-eight sites have been
reported for having larvae of vector mosquitoes. With
the start of the school year imminent, the inspectors
will also be searching carefully for breeding grounds in
and around school campuses.
Dengue fever has been particularly prevalent in
Tainan City this year. The Tainan City Bureau of
Environmental Protection has submitted its 2015
Tainan City Dengue Fever Vector Mosquito Breeding
Ground Elimination and Outdoor Environment
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Clean-Up Plan to the EPA, and the EPA has given
priority funding to Tainan City to support its efforts to
eliminate breeding grounds in unused buildings and
land.
The EPA has also set up a dengue fever information
webpage on its website to provide information on

An EPA inspector examines a
potential breeding ground for dengue
fever vector mosquitos.
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types of breeding grounds (such as containers that
accumulate water) and a checklist that people can
refer to when eliminating mosquito breeding grounds.
The EPA webpage links to the Ministry of Health
and Welfare (MOHW) website, which also provides
information on dengue fever prevention.

A manhole is checked for
accumulated water.

Soil and Groundwater

Systematic Tracking Enables Off-site Treatment of
Contaminated Soil
Limited by site characteristics, it is currently impossible for the soil at major parts of Taiwan’s polluted sites to
be remediated on-site. To solve this problem, the EPA plans to commission licensed organizations to remove
the polluted soil and treat it off-site. The soil transport and off-site remediation will be systematically followed.

T

he Soil and Groundwater Pollution Remediation
Act（ 土 壤 及 地 下 水 污 染 整 治 法 ）has been
in effect for over a decade. Surveys carried out
nationwide have discovered a variety of contaminated
sites, including factories, petrol stations and
farmland. Due to site size and location, availability of
remediation technology, time limits and remediation
costs, most contaminated sites cannot be remediated
on-site. The EPA therefore is planning to commission
qualified organizations to remove polluted soil and
treat it off-site.

In the past, contaminated soil remediation was
included in the improvement plans for each of the
sites and reviewed by local government environmental
protection bureaus. However, the scope and
requirement of such reviews varied from bureau to
bureau. The EPA therefore rolled out a contaminated
soil remediation review and approval mechanism to
evaluate the technological capabilities of remediation
organizations and better manage the follow-up
inspection and audit.
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Along with rolling out the new mechanism, the EPA
has also announced and amended related guidelines
that now include all of the requirements for off-site
remediation. Since 1 July 2015, off-site remediation
can only be done by organizations that are licensed
to remove and treat the contaminated soil, or reuse
it after remediation is completed. A list of such
organizations has been published on the EPA soil
and groundwater remediation webpage, http://sgw.
epa.gov.tw/public/Default.aspx, for the convenience
of owners of affected land. Through permit application
reviews and follow-up operations such as inspections
and audits, the environmental authorities are able to
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access operation records for enterprises conducting
soil remediation. The use of systematic tracking now
allows the EPA greater control over the movements of
polluted soil once it leaves the site as well as greater
leverage with remediation enterprises to ensure
that they carry out their work in accordance with the
approved measures.
Licensed clearance and disposal organizations
for contaminated soil can be found on the EPA
remediation webpage, http://sgw.epa.gov.tw/public/
Default.aspx.




Licensed clearance and disposal organizations for contaminated soil can be found
on the EPA remediation webpage, http://sgw.epa.gov.tw/public/Default.aspx.

Water

Forty-eight More Substances Announced as Harmful to
Human Health
On 31 August 2015, the EPA announced revisions to the Types of Substances Harmful to Human Health （有害
健康物質之種類）adding 48 substances to the list to reduce the risks of wastewater polluting the environment.

T

he addition of the 48 hazardous substances
strengthens the risk management of wastewater
and reduces the potential risks of industrial
wastewater polluting the environment. In the future,
an enterprise will be prosecuted for criminal penalty
if it discharges wastewater containing any of the 48
additional hazardous substances at concentrations

6

higher than stated maximums into soil, groundwater
or surface water.
The above amendments are a result of the revisions
to the Water Pollution Control Act （水污染防治
法）announced on 4 February 2015, that saw the
announcement of types of hazardous substances
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moved to Article 36 Paragraph 3 of the act. The
Types of Substances Harmful to Human Health
had not been amended for over 12 years prior to
February 2015. In addition, there have been a number
of effluent standards formulated or announced for
certain industries, adding several organic compounds
DQGKHDY\PHWDOVWRWKHHIÀXHQWVWDQGards. The RCA
Taiwan Ltd pollution case also clearly showed the
damage that certain pollutants can do. The toxic and
carcinogenic chemicals found in the raw materials
used in manufacturing processes have been proven to
have adverse impacts on human health. The previous
list of hazardous substances was not adequate and
needed to be revised to reduce the risk of wastewater
polluting and accumulating in the environment.
The amendments have seen 48 substances of 30
types that are harmful to human health added, and
five items have had their titles changed. There are
now 95 substances of 60 types listed under Types
of Substances Harmful to Human Health. The main
points of the amendments are as follows:
1) Following the title changes in effluent standards,
the EPA has amended organic mercury to methyl
mercury. The amendments also clearly indicate
the chemicals classified as types of total organic
phosphorus compounds, total aminomethylcarbamates and herbicides.
2) Indium, gallium and molybdenum have been
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GHVLJQDWHG DV FKHPLFDOV IRU VSHFL¿HG PDQXIDFWXULQJ
processes. Due to their harmful effects on human
health they have also been added to the Types of
Substances Harmful to Human Health list.
3) A total of 40 toxic/carcinogenic substances
of 22 types that can impact human health
have been added, including cobalt, beryllium,
dichloromethane, trichloromethane, benzene,
ethyl benzene, 1,2-dichloroethane, vinyl chloride,
di-n-octyl phthalate (DNOP), diethylhexyl
phthalate (DEHP), dimethyl phthalate (DMP),
diethylphthalate (DEP), di-n-butyl phthalate (DBP),
benzyl butyl phthalate (BBP), nitrobenzene,
trichloroethylene, phenols, formaldehyde, total
toxic organics, total trihalomethanes, carbon
tetrachloride, 1,1-dichloroethene, dioxins, and
1,4-dichlorobenzene.
4) After taking into account the RCA Taiwan pollution
incident and the fact that the groundwater beneath the
RCA factory was found to contain excessive levels
of 1,1-dichloroethane, cis-1,2-dichloroethene and
tetrachloroethene, the EPA has decided to list these
three compounds under Types of Substances Harmful
to Human Health as well.
The EPA points out that the amendments are
intended to deter illegal acts with heavier punishments
and to encourage enterprises to treat wastewater
properly.

Environmental Monitoring

Draft of Installation and Monitoring Standards for Water
Body Water Quality Monitoring Stations Preannounced
The EPA has preannounced the draft of the Installation and Monitoring Standards for Water Body Water Quality Monitoring Stations（水體水質監測站設置及監測準則）. The standards represent a clear set of regulations
to cover the monitoring of water quality of surface water bodies, with the exception of oceans. While drawing
the draft standards, the EPA also gathered water quality data and ascertained trends – work needed for water
pollution control.

A

rticle 10 Paragraph 3 of the Water Pollution
Control Act（ 水 污 染 防 治 法 ）states that
“Locations, items, and frequency of the water
samplings shall be taken into consideration in
accordance with the geographic characteristics of the
watersheds, the quality and current condition of the
water bodies, and shall also be revised regularly by
competent authorities of all levels according to the

water monitoring report of every year and the need
for water pollution remediation as well. The central
competent authority shall establish the monitoring
stations and determine the monitoring criterion
mentioned in Paragraph 1.”
To meet the aforementioned requirements, provide
references for water pollution prevention policymaking,
7

Environmental
Vol. XVIII Issue 9, 2015
PHDVXUHSODQQLQJDQGEHQH¿WDVVHVVPHQWVSURPRWH
the accessibility and utilization of environmental data,
and build a self-reinforcing framework for monitoring
planning and management, the EPA has drawn up a
draft of the Installation and Monitoring Standards for
Water Body Water Quality Monitoring Stations. The
standards also take into account the geographical
and water quality properties of water bodies, as well
DVWKHSULQFLSOHRIÀH[LELOLW\LQWKHLUDSSOLFDWLRQ
The standards consist of nine articles, covering the
following main points:
1) Site selection procedures for water quality
monitoring station and other relevant considerations
(Article 2)
2) Items to be tested and monitoring frequency for
each type of water body (Article 4).
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3) Water bodies that have established management
agencies according to other laws and whose water
quality have been monitored will not need to establish
monitoring stations in accordance to these standards.
The competent authorities may commission the
agencies that manage or use the water bodies to
conduct water quality monitoring (Article 5).
4) Monitoring data collected by such agencies should
be published on their websites and also sent to the
integrated platform of the central competent authority.
All data should include a reference to the geographic
location where it was collected (Article 6).
5) For any monitoring results that show water quality
failing to meet the Water Body Classifications and
Water Quality Standards （水體分類及水質標準）,
to protect human health the competent authorities of
all levels shall inform the relevant industry competent
authorities within seven days after the results are
published on the website (Article 7).

Waste

Illegal Dumping of Oil Sludge Captured by Police and
Environmental Authorities
Earlier this year, the owner of an idled factory in Tainan City （臺南市） lodged a complaint to the local environmental protection bureau (EPB), saying that the locks to his factory had been vandalized and the factory was
covered with dumped black sludge. The local EPB joined forces with the police, and, after meticulous investigation and comparison of evidence, found that the oil sludge was dumped illegally by a screw manufacturer in
the Guantian District（官田區）. On 4 September 2015, the screw factory owner and other related personnel
ZHUHUHIHUUHGWRWKH3URVHFXWRUV2I¿FHIRUIXUWKHULQYHVWLJDWLRQ

I

n April 2015, a Tainan City resident reported that his
vacant factory was covered with dumped oil sludge.
The Southern Branch of the Bureau of Environmental
Inspection teamed up with the Seventh Special Police
Corps（警政署保七總隊）, and the Environmental
Protection Bureaus of Tainan City and Chiayi County
（嘉義縣） conducted a joint on-site inspection.
After watching the videos recorded by surveillance
cameras, it was discovered that two tractors had
entered the idled factory. It took the law enforcement
officers four months to track down the owner of the
tractors, examine the characteristics of the dumped
ZDVWHDQG¿OWHUWKURXJKWKHUHODWHGSHUVRQQHO)LQDOO\
the dumped sludge was determined to come from a
screw manufacturing factory in the Guantian District of
Tainan City.
8

The screw factory owner admitted that, for the price of
17 SHU WRQQH KH FRPPLVVLRQHG ¿YH VXVSHFWV
who did not have waste clearance and disposal
permits to dump the oil sludge in Sinying, Tainan City
（臺南市新營區）and Shuishang, Chiayi County（嘉
義縣水上鄉）.$VWKH¿YHVXVSHFWVZKRGXPSHGWKH
sludge did not have the required waste clearance and
disposal permits, their act was in clear violation of
Articles 41, 46 and 47 of the Waste Disposal Act（廢
棄物清理法） 7KH RZQHU DQG WKH ¿YH YLRODWRUV ZHUH
UHIHUUHG WR WKH 7DLQDQ 'LVWULFW 3URVHFXWRUV 2I¿FH IRU
criminal investigation.
In an effort to avoid waste clearance and disposal
costs, some unscrupulous business owners would
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collude with illegal operators to arbitrarily dispose
industrial waste. However, once caught they are
liable for the costs of the cleanup plus criminal and
civil punishments. In sum, the losses far outweigh the
gains. There are simply no holidays for environmental
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protection and the joined forces of prosecutors, police
and environment protection authorities. Business
owners are thus advised by the EPA to abide by to the
law.

Illegally dumped oil sludge was found in an idled factory in Sinying,
Tainan City.

Oil sludge that was illegally dumped in Shuishang, Chiayi County.
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Air

Amendments to Motorcycle Exhaust Emission Testing
Station Regulations Preannounced
To effectively control emissions from motorcycles and to strengthen the management of exhaust emission testing stations, the EPA has preannounced amendments to the In-use Motorcycle Exhaust Emission Testing Station Establishment and Management Regulations（使用中機器腳踏車排放空氣污染物檢驗站設置及管理辦法）.

M

otorcycle emission testing has been
implemented for years, and as of the end of
December 2014 there were 2,783 testing stations
nationwide. In 2014, the EPA subsidized emission
testing for 7.32 million motorcycles, an annual
average of 2,634 vehicles for every testing station.
The comprehensive testing station regulations
encompass the installation criteria, facilities,
computer software, and requirements for testing
personnel. They also cover the issuance, revocation
and cancellation of operating permits, inspection
procedures, conditions for suspension of testing,
WUDLQLQJ IRU WHVWLQJ SHUVRQQHO FHUWL¿FDWLRQ IRU WHVWLQJ
software, and inspection of testing stations.

After examining how emissions testing has been
administered in the past along with the current state
of technological developments, the EPA has added a
stipulation that old analysis instruments or instruments
that seem to be giving abnormal readings should
be sent to a designated testing institution. Other
amendments designed to improve overall testing
quality have also been added, including improvements
in testing station maintenance, the maximum
permissible amount of time for temporary cessation
RI RSHUDWLRQV DQG FHUWL¿FDWLRQ SURFHGXUHV IRU WHVWLQJ
station facilities.

Air

EPA Extends Electric Trailer Subsidy to All Large
Wholesale Produce Markets Nationwide
To replace conventional diesel trailers, the EPA has been subsidizing operators at the Siluo Wholesale Produce
Market in Yunlin County（雲林西螺果菜市場）to purchase or convert their trailers to run on electricity. Based
on the success of the pilot operation in Siluo, the EPA will soon extend the subsidy for the electric trailers to
large wholesale produce markets around the country.

W

ith the general public paying more attention to
air quality, the EPA started working with the
Industrial Technology Research Institute（財團法人工
業技術研究院 , ITRI）to promote electric trailers used
in produce markets. Conventional trailers running on
GLHVHOIXHOJHQHUDWHODUJHDPRXQWVRI¿QHSDUWLFXODWH
matters – which are not only an immediate hazard
to human health, but also pollute produce during
transport. Additionally, the loud noise of conventional
diesel trailers may also cause hearing problems in
the long term. For these reasons, the subsidies to the
operators at the Siluo Wholesale Produce Market for
purchasing and converting trailers will be widened
by the EPA to large wholesale produce markets
nationwide.
10

A survey has shown that many large wholesale
produce markets intend to transition to electric
trailers, including the First Fruit and Vegetable
Wholesale Market in Taipei City （臺北第一果菜批發
市場）, the Sanchong Wholesale Produce Market in
New Taipei City（三重果菜市場）, Yilan Wholesale
Produce Market in Yilan County（宜蘭果菜市場）,
and the under-construction Banqiao Wholesale
Produce Market in New Taipei City （板橋果菜市場）.
Subsidy applications can now be submitted to the
EPA by the local governments where the produce
markets are located, and subsidies will be granted to
TXDOL¿HGPDUNHWVDIWHUHYDOXDWLRQ
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According to the survey done by ITRI, the total cost
of using electric produce trailers is higher than that of
using diesel ones. Taking Siluo Wholesale Produce
Market as an example, the total cost of the batteries
of the electric trailers is about NT$5,840 to NT$6,460
per month, while the total cost of diesel trailers is
NT$4,000 to NT$6,100 per month. However, after
receiving subsidies from the EPA, the total cost for
users of electric trailers drops to between NT$2,340
and NT$3,260 per month. The subsidization pays
dividends by preventing air pollution and safeguarding
the health of personnel in the markets, as well as that
of consumers of the produce.
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The EPA points out that the Siluo Wholesale Produce
Market is currently receiving two separate subsidies
for electric trailers and batteries. Offering separate
subsidies for trailers and batteries provides a better
guarantee for the trailers, while the parallel battery
swapping and recharging system will also solve the
problem of the short range of the electric trailers. In
addition to the subsidies for purchasing and converting
trailers, the government is also offering a five-year
subsidy for renting batteries for the trailers. Combining
all the subsidies, over ten years the costs for users of
electric trailers will be about the same as the costs for
users of diesel trailers.

To ensure air quality and protect the health of operators, the
EPA extended the subsidy for electric trailers to all wholesale
produce markets in Taiwan.

News Briefs
New Air Quality Modeling and Simulation Standards Take Effect in January 2016
The EPA has announced the amendments to the Air Quality Model and Simulation Standards（空氣品質模式模擬
規範）. The amendments and four appendices have been posted on the EPA website and will become effective on
1 January 2016. The main emphasis of the amendments is the strengthening of regulations governing simulation
PRGHOLQJLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKHDGGLWLRQRI¿QHSDUWLFXODWHPDWWHUVLQWKHAir Quality Standards, to improve the air
quality model simulation system. The EPA hopes that pollution prevention will be enhanced through source control.
In addition, the establishment of weather simulation evaluation standards and the tightening of air quality simulation
evaluation standards have also been added to provide more accurate modeling results.
The EPA indicates that the Air Quality Modeling and Simulations Standards are intended to ensure that the
emissions of new or modified stationary sources of pollution that reach a certain amount can be approved by
the simulation models, and not exceed the allowed increment limits set for the air quality control zone where the
pollution source is located, as well as the limits of adjacent control zones.

Draft of Environmental Aircraft Noise Measurement Methods Preannounced
On 21 January 2010, the EPA announced the Environmental Sound Level Standards（環境音量標準） to protect
peace and quiet. In accordance with Article 20 Paragraph 3 of the Noise Control Act（噪音管制法）, the EPA also

11
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formulated the Environmental Noise Measurement Methods and preannounced that the draft of the Environmental
Aircraft Noise Measurement Methods （環境中航空噪音測量方法）ZLOOEH¿QDOL]HGDQGWDNHHIIHFWRQ)HEUXDU\
2016.
The new measurement method uses a CNS 7129 type-1 noise meter (also called a sound level meter) that
conforms to Taiwan’s national standards, or an IEC 61672 Class 1 noise meter that conforms to the International
Electrotechnical Commission standards, to measure aircraft noise levels. The noise levels measured will be used
to determine readings of aircraft noise indicators, such as day-night average sound level (DNL). The announced
measuring metods will be applicable to facilities for monitoring non-stationary aircraft noise in the proximity of
airports, and for measuring indoor DNL.

Experiencing Clean Soil and Water through Transplanting Rice Seedlings
On 5 September 2015, the EPA held the Love the Land Eco Experience event. EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei（魏國
彥）and over 100 people who care deeply about the health of soil and groundwater took part in a rice seedling
transplantation activity. The EPA is keen to promote soil and groundwater protection, an issue that plays a crucial
part in daily life, through activities of traditional farming and ecosystem exploration. To encourage the public to
cherish natural resources, the event also featured other activities such as a scarecrow-making contest and caring for
potted crops to show the effects of soil types on plant growth. The EPA hopes that the event will plant the seed of soil
and groundwater protection deep in the hearts of all those who participated.

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei（魏國彥） transplants rice seedlings with children.
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