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Minister Wei Leads Delegation to Kiribati and Australia
In July 2014, EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei travelled to Taiwan’s Pacific ally, Kiribati, to attend a celebration of the
35th anniversary of the island nation’s independence. Minister Wei took the opportunity to engage in valuable
exchanges with Kiribati President Anote Tong as well as Kiribati Minister of Environment, Land and Agricultural
Development, Tiarite Kwong and other officials, regarding Taiwan-Kiribati relations, environmental cooperation,
and responses to climate change. Minister Wei also gave a speech at a meeting of the Coalition of Atoll
Nations on Climate Change. On his way back to Taiwan, Minister Wei stopped in Australia to discuss carbon
capture and storage (CCS) regulations as well as the status of Australia’s promotion of the CarbonNet Project
with local government and research organizations. The talks were followed by a visit of a CCS site to gain a
fuller understanding of CCS initiatives in Australia.

Taiwan Delegation Participates in Kiribati’s
Independence Day Celebrations

F

rom 10-15 July 2014, EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei
headed a Taiwan delegation to Kiribati – one
of Taiwan’s Pacific island allies – to take part in the
celebration of 35 years of the nation’s independence.
In addition to participating in the celebrations,
Minister Wei met with some of Kiribati’s top officials,

including President Anote Tong and the Minister of
Environment, Land and Agricultural Development,
Tiarite Kwong, to discuss Taiwan-Kiribati relations,
environmental cooperation and climate change.

Minister Wei Delivers Speech to Coalition of
Atoll Nations on Climate Change
As part of his visit to Kiribati, on 11 July, Minister Wei
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attended a meeting of the Coalition of Atoll Nations
and hygiene. Doctors and medical staff from Mackay
on Climate Change. Other heads of delegations from
Memorial Hospital in Taiwan will be posted at the
Taiwan’s diplomatic allies at this meeting included Sir
Center in the future to improve Kiribati’s public health
Iakoba Taeia Italeli, Governor-General of Tuvalu, and
and medical treatment standards. To gain a deeper
Amatlain Elizabeth Kabua, Permanent Representative
understanding of how bilateral cooperative plans
to the United Nations and special envoy for President
are being implemented, Minister Wei also visited
Christopher Jorebon Loeak of the Marshall Islands.
Taiwan’s embassy, the Taiwan Technical Mission
During the meeting Minister Wei delivered a speech
in Kiribati, the Ambo aquaculture station, and a fruit
highlighting the importance of three adaptation issues
breeding orchard belonging to the Kiribati Ministry of
- coastal management, food security and production,
Environment, Lands and Agricultural Development.
and water resources management. He also presented
On the evening of 12 July, Minister Wei took part in
a sand animation video produced by the Taiwan EPA,
President Anote Tong’s state banquet celebrating
depicting the threats of increased industrial carbon
Kiribati’s 35th anniversary of independence.
dioxide emissions on the environment. In his speech,
Minister Wei discussed several specific strategies and
Since the establishment of formal diplomatic relations
expert viewpoints that elicited much positive feedback
between Taiwan and the Republic of Kiribati on
from participants, and many representatives asked
7 November 2003, the bilateral relationship has
Minister Wei for further details after the meeting.
been close and friendly. Various exchanges and
cooperative projects have been initiated based
The Taiwan delegation also took part in a ribbonon the principles of mutual trust and reciprocal
cutting ceremony for the Taiwan Medical Center,
benefits, and much has been accomplished in the
which was built through cooperation between Taiwan
fields of fisheries development, medical treatment
and the Ministry of Health and Medical Services of
and hygiene, education and training, infrastructure
Kiribati, as part of a plan to strengthen treatment
building, and alternative energy – all of which have

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (front row, second from left) with representatives of the Coalition of Atoll
Nations on Climate Change
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won the approval of the government and people of
Kiribati. Kiribatians have a strong belief in freedom,
democracy and human rights, and over the years
have firmly supported Taiwan’s participation in
the international arena. The relationship between
the two nations is steadfast and is expected to be
strengthened by expanding the depth and scope of
bilateral exchanges.

Delegates Visit Australia Focusing on Carbon
Capture and Storage
The Australian government has established one of
the world’s few CCS demonstration sites carrying
out CCS research, the Cooperative Research Centre
for Greenhouse Gas Technologies (CO2CRC)
Otway Project in the state of Victoria. Minister Wei
and his delegation observed all operations at the
site in detail, where it was plainly demonstrated that
carbon dioxide can be safely transported, injected
and stored underground. Developed at the site was
a comprehensive monitoring system for the carbon
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dioxide injection process that can measure exactly
how much carbon dioxide is actually injected and
stored. Minister Wei further led the Taiwan delegation
to the Peter Cook Centre for CCS Research, which
is noted for assisting the Australian government in
promoting related research and development as well
as establishing a cost effective program to tackle the
climate change challenge through CCS. The Centre
was eager to discuss the feasibility of future academic
exchanges with Taiwan.
Australia is one of the world’s leading energy
exporting nations, giving CCS strategies and
technologies an important role in its environmental
and energy policies. The nation’s Greenhouse Gas
Geological Sequestration Act and the verification
of injection and storage technology at CCS
demonstration sites show how Australia is a leader
among nations and has much to offer in Taiwan’s
quest to formulate CCS regulations and develop
related technology.

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (fourth from right), Kiribati’s President Anote Tong (third from right) and
other Taiwan delegation members
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Noise Control

Identical Noise Control Values for New and In-use
Vehicles Considered
In recent years, local competent authorities have been setting up roadside checkpoints to test vehicles for their
noise output, and have discovered that some motorists mistakenly believe that the Vehicular Noise Control
Standards vary according to the maker of the vehicle. Thus in order to simplify the enforcement of vehicular
noise control, the EPA has drawn up the Fifth Stage of Vehicular Noise Control Standards with identical noise
control values for new and in-use vehicles.

T

o effectively control vehicular noise and maintain
a peaceful living environment, as well as to align
Taiwan with international trends, on 6 October 2004,
after consultations with the Ministry of Transportation
and Communications (MOTC), the EPA promulgated
the Vehicular Noise Control Standards, which have
since been amended twice. The amendments
adopted the principles of the EU’s vehicle control
standards in order to incorporate different standards
for stationary noise and vehicle acceleration noise.
Other amendments took into account Taiwan’s high
population density and formulated a noise control
standard value for vehicles in use on the roads by
adding five decibels (dB) to the stationary noise value
for new vehicle models.
However, in recent years, local environmental
protection bureaus have been setting up roadside
checkpoints to test vehicles for their noise output, and
have discovered that some drivers mistakenly believe
that the Vehicular Noise Control Standards differ
according to the maker of the vehicle. An example of
this occurred when a sports car (for which the noise
control standard for a new vehicle test value is 90 dB
and for an in-use one is 95 dB) and a domesticallyproduced sedan (noise control standard for a new
vehicle test value is 85 dB and for an in-use one is
90 dB) were stopped at the same checkpoint at the
same time and were both found to be producing noise
of 91 dB. Yet only the owner of the sedan was fined
for exceeding the noise standard maximum. Having
different in-use vehicular noise standards thus easily
creates misunderstanding among drivers. To simplify
the enforcement of vehicular noise restrictions the
EPA has now drawn up the Fifth Stage of Vehicular
Noise Control Standards with identical noise control
values for new and in-use vehicles.

The EPA explained that the current noise control
values for in-use vehicles were arrived at by adding
five dB to the stationary noise value of new vehicle
models. This scheme was based on a vehicle control
perspective that attempted to ensure that in-use
vehicles were maintained properly, so as to keep their
noise output close to the noise values of the models
when they were new. However, in terms of reducing
the environmental impact of vehicular noise, any
vehicle that produces noise over a certain maximum
disturbs the surrounding quietude. Adopting identical
noise control values for new and in-use vehicles not
only makes the regulations easier to understand
and administer, but also makes the regulations more
compatible with the overall objective of reducing noise
pollution.
Considering that the EU announced in December
2013 that a new stage of vehicular noise control
standards will be applied starting in 2017, the EPA is
contemplating the adoption of the new EU standards
to be in line with international regulatory trends, and to
give domestic automobile enterprises enough time to
comply. The EPA has thus also formulated the Sixth
Stage of Vehicular Noise Control Standards. These
new standards will be applied to new vehicle models
in 2017 as the EU standards are applied, and will be
applied to existing vehicle models one year later in
2018 to allow automobile makers time to adjust to the
new regime.
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Table: Vehicular Noise Control Standard Values (5th Stage)

Testing items

Effective date:
1 January 2015 for motorcycles
1 January 2016 for all other vehicles

Sedan and minivan with exhaust

New vehicle model

In-use vehicle

certification

testing

Acceleration

Stationary

Stationary noise

noise (dB)

noise (dB)

(dB)

93 for front

93 for front

engine; 100 for

engine; 100 for

rear engine

rear engine

96 for front

96 for front

engine; 100 for

engine; 100 for

rear engine

rear engine

74

≤4000 c.c.
Sedan and minivan with exhaust

74

>4000 c.c.
Minibus and truck with net weight

77

93

93

78

93

93

80

99

99

Exhaust≦50 c.c

72

84

84

Exhaust >50 c.c.

75

90

90

77

90

90

80

90

90

80

94

94

≤3.5 tonnes
Bus and truck

Engine power ≦

with net weight

150 kW

>3.5 tonnes

Engine power
>150 kW

Motorcycles

≦100 c.c.
Exhaust >100c.c.
≦175c.c
Exhaust >175 c.c.
≦550 c.c
Exhaust >550 c.c.

Soil & Groundwater

Groundwater Salinization Early Warning Wells Planned
for Pingtung Coast
Salinization of coastal groundwater is a common problem in Taiwan, with the southwest coast being the most
affected. To gain a clearer understanding of the scope of the problem and to develop an early warning system,
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the EPA has drawn up a plan to drill a groundwater salinization early warning network along the coast from
Yunlin County down to Pingtung County, including salinization warning wells in the Pingtung coastal area. The
wells will assist the government in controlling groundwater quality and allocating water resources.

G

roundwater along the coast of Taiwan has been
affected by salinization for a long time, creating
difficulties in utilizing this resource. The problem is
most apparent in the southwest, with the counties
of Yunlin, Changhua and Pingtung all reliant upon
groundwater as their main source of freshwater for
agriculture. To gain a clearer understanding of the
scope of the problem and to develop an early warning
system, from 2012-2013 the EPA drew up a plan to
drill groundwater salinization early warning wells in
the affected area. The wells will assist the government
in controlling groundwater quality and allocating water
resources.
In 2013, the EPA reviewed its long-term groundwater
quality monitoring results for the Pingtung plain and
also looked at water level monitoring, hydrology and
geology data provided by the Ministry of Economic
Affairs’ Water Resources Agency. The EPA found that
variations in chlorite concentrations are consistently
linked with groundwater levels and nearby sea
levels. Data suggests that the groundwater-seawater
interface is fluctuating, mainly as a result of seasonal
hydrological cycles. The EPA has thus drawn up a
plan to drill a network of groundwater salinization
early warning wells along the Pingtung coast so that

groundwater salinization data can be obtained once
every quarter from five of the EPA’s wells and five
of the Water Resources Agency’s observation wells.
Samples from the wells will be tested for chlorites,
sulfates, calcium, magnesium, sodium, potassium and
alkalinity.
Also, a joint effort between the central government
and Pingtung County to prevent subsidence on the
Pingtung plain has shown some positive results. The
Pingtung County Government has long been paying
attention to how land is used in subsidence areas
and has been mitigating the problem of farmland
groundwater salinization by installing solar panels
on affected land to provide farmers an alternative
source of income. In addition, in efforts to prevent
irreversible land subsidence, the loss of groundwater
is recharged by drawing water from Dachaozhou
artificial lake. Engineering work to supplement
groundwater upstream also results in groundwater
levels downstream along the coast being raised.
Other measures that are being adopted include
improving the drainage basin environment, building a
common seawater supply system, and encouraging
local aquaculture farmers to switch to raising saltwater
fish.

Air

Amendments to HCFC Consumption Management
Regulations Drafted
According to the timetable of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, consumption
of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) by the parties to the protocol must be reduced to 10% and 0.5% of base
levels starting from 2015 and 2020, respectively. In order to achieve the restriction targets, the EPA has formulated draft revisions to the Hydrochlorofluorocarbon Consumption Management Regulations that set out control
measures and consumption maximum values for the periods following 2015 and 2020.

T

he Montreal Protocol adopts a source control
strategy and requires parties to phase out ozonedepleting substances. Despite the fact that Taiwan
is not a member of the United Nations, since 1990
the nation has been acting equivalently to a nonArticle 5 party to the protocol and has adopted the
control model used by developed nations. This
model involves restricting the import, export and

manufacture of ozone-depleting substances. Thus
Taiwan acts in compliance with the Montreal Protocol
restrictions on HCFCs, a class of such substances.
On 15 January 2003, the EPA promulgated the
Hydrochlorofluorocarbon Consumption Management
Regulations in accordance with Article 30 Paragraph
2 of the Air Pollution Control Act.
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In terms of HCFC restrictions, Taiwan used the
formula set out in the Montreal Protocol to calculate
its domestic HCFC consumption base level, which
was set at 638.156 ozone depletion potential (ODP)
tonnes. Since 1996, Taiwan has placed freezes and
restrictions on the use of HCFCs. Since 1 January
2004, HCFC consumption has not been allowed to
exceed 65% of the base level, and since 1 January
2010, HCFC consumption has not been allowed
to exceed 25% of the base level. According to the
Montreal Protocol timetable for HCFC restrictions,
as of 1 January 2015 HCFC consumption will not be
allowed to exceed 10% of the base level. Moreover,
from 1 January 2020 this will be lowered to 0.5% of
the base level, with the further restriction of HCFC
use being allowed only for the servicing of in-use
refrigeration and air conditioning equipment.

1. From 1 January 2015, permits will only be
issued for the use of HCFCs in foaming agents and
refrigerants for listed uses. From 1 January 2020,
permits will not be issued for the use of HCFCs in any
cleaning agents and refrigerants, and HCFCs will be
banned in all manufacturing processes.

To meet later-stage restriction targets, it is necessary
to develop a timetable for additional restrictions
in domestic regulations, as they do not currently
incorporate the Montreal Protocol restrictions on
HCFCs that will come into effect in 2015 and 2020.
Adding HCFC consumption restrictions in order to
follow the protocol’s timetable of restriction targets will
require taking into account the technology available,
economic feasibility and future air conditioning
maintenance requirements. Hence, additions to
domestic regulations will include details of: the special
circumstances under which applications for importing
HCFCs will be accepted; deadlines for manufacturers
to rectify faulty or insufficient application
documentation; and, the violations for which allocated
amounts for manufacturers will be revoked. The
procedure by which manufacturers have been able
to pre-order HCFCs has also been deleted. The main
changes to the Hydrochlorofluorocarbon Consumption
Management Regulations are as follows:

4. To bring about a gradual reduction in HCFC use,
Article 15 of the current regulations, which allows
manufacturers to calculate and submit pre-order
volumes, has been removed. Manufacturers will
henceforth be required to allocate their HCFC use
for each half of the year according to their annual
allocated amount as per EPA calculations.

2. Details have been added regarding the special
circumstances under which HCFCs – and products
and equipment containing them – will be allowed to be
imported.
3. In order to simplify administration, enterprises that
already have permits for HCFC use will no longer
have to reapply every year. However, enterprises
that have had their permits revoked as a result of
infringements will have to reapply as stated by law.

5. To ensure that HCFC controls are properly
enforced, any change in product name or allocated
amounts must first be approved by the EPA.
6. Deadlines for manufacturers to rectify faulty or
insufficient application documentation and details
of EPA review procedures in such cases have been
added.
7. The EPA henceforth has the authority to confiscate
allocated HCFCs from enterprises that violate the
regulations. HCFC allocations may be permanently
revoked if deemed necessary.

Environmental Monitoring

EPA Trials Purpose-Specific Automated Water Quality
Monitoring
Following timely advances in both monitoring technology and information technology, the EPA is now trialing
automated environmental water quality monitoring. This will strengthen EPA controls over discharges by adding
to existing automated effluent monitoring of large-scale discharge sources. The new monitoring technology will
be used to attain real-time information in cases involving sudden changes in water quality.

Environmental Policy Monthly
August 2014
he EPA has been conducting periodic manual and dissolved oxygen – the results are less reliable,
s a m p l i n g o f w a t e r f r o m r i v e r s , r e s e r v o i r s , which may be due to factors such as insufficient
groundwater sources and the sea for many years water depth or sudden surges of water and sediment
and has accumulated a sizeable database of water being stirred up from the riverbed. It would seem that
quality that is now one cornerstone of environmental the best place to conduct automated water quality
protection work. The automated water quality monitoring is in moving bodies of water where the
monitoring pilot plan aims to build on this cornerstone water level is stable and there are no strong currents
and strengthen control over water pollution. The or accumulations of sediment.
purpose-specific automated continuous water quality
monitoring pilot plan has been running on Shezih The automated monitoring system involves using
River in Taoyuan County since September 2013 for water quality and hydrology monitoring instruments to
the purposes of analyzing fluctuations in river water collect and transmit monitoring data to an information
quality and assessing the feasibility of automated platform once every ten minutes using third generation
(3G) wireless transmission. With computers and
monitoring.
mobile devices, both real-time and historical water
T h e t r i a l r u n w a s r e c e n t l y c o m p l e t e d , a n d a quality data can be viewed.
comparison of the data from automated monitoring
against data obtained from laboratory analyses was Automated water quality monitoring can flag sudden
performed. The comparison results revealed that, changes in water quality, and is thus superior to
conditional to sufficient maintenance of instruments, conventional monitoring which relies upon taking water
the automated monitoring showed acceptable results samples manually at periodic intervals. It can provide
in four major categories: water temperature, pH, an immediate understanding of why environmental
conductivity and chemical oxygen demand. However, water quality is changing over time, thus providing
in three other categories – turbidity, suspended solids verification of abnormal water quality alarms. The
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Diagram of the automated water quality monitoring system

Vol. XVII Issue 8, 2014

Environmental Policy Monthly

EPA will continue with another trial of the system on
the Keya River in Hsinchu City until September 2014,
and then compile the accumulated trial results and
experiences to assist local government environmental
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protection bureaus with the implementation of the
system if a need is determined for this type of pollution
monitoring.

EIA

Draft Amendments to Working Standards for
Developmental Activity EIA Assessments Preannounced
In order to clarify procedures for public participation in environmental impact assessments (EIA) and to provide
a clearer legal framework for developers and the environmental consultants they hire, the EPA has drawn up a
draft of revisions to the Working Standards for Developmental Activity Environmental Impact Assessments. The
revisions are expected to improve the administration of environmental assessments.

B

y referring to the Working Standards for
Developmental Activity Environmental Impact
Assessments, developers and the environmental
consultants they hire can verify the written content
of their environmental impact statements, as well as
the content of other assessments to be reviewed by
environmental assessment evaluation committees.
The working standards have been amended ten times
to date; the main purpose of the latest amendments
is to clarify procedures for public participation in
the first stage of environmental assessments so
that developers have a regulatory structure to work
with.

Some categories of environmental survey – such
as those for landscape and recreation, society and
economy, and transportation – have the potential to
be reviewed according to both the Urban Planning
Act and the Regional Planning Act. The recent
amendments revise the stated survey items to avoid
repeat evaluations. For developers that are required
by law or who voluntarily carry out the second stage
of EIA, the environmental survey information provided
must not be the same as in the first stage. Developers
will also be required to conduct surveys within the
scope designated by the relevant environmental
agency.

In order to improve the quality of submitted
environmental assessment statements, developers
will henceforth be required to seek guidance from
the relevant competent authority when conducting
environmental assessments as part of their
development plans. The amendments also stipulate
that when conducting environmental quality surveys,
developers must make it a priority to cite that
development plans have passed the EIA review, and
give other information relevant to the area within a
five-kilometer radius of the proposed development
site. For survey items that concern rapidly-changing
environmental situations, the information provided
must have been gathered within the previous two
years; for survey items that concern slowly-changing
environmental situations, the information provided
must have been gathered within the previous five
years.

In cases where there is concern that the
developmental activity will have a major impact upon
the environment, the latest amendments stipulate
that the developer must be able to explain in detail
their assessments of surveys, predictions, analyses,
evaluations, information disclosures and public
participation. If there is still insufficient information
for the EIA committee to judge the impact of the
developmental activity, the developer has to conduct
a second stage EIA as stipulated by Article 8 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Act.
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Control & Evaluation

Noise and Odor Comprise the Bulk of Public Nuisance
Complaints
To comprehend how the general public reacts toward the environmental administration, the EPA announced
data on public nuisance complaints registered in 2013. In the year 2013, over 60% of public nuisance complaint
cases were concentrated in Taipei City, New Taipei City and Taichung City. In addition, 62.11% of the total
complaints tell into the category of noise and odor. This highlights the fact that densely populated metropolises
are susceptible to the occurrence of interpersonal friction. The EPA also conducted satisfaction surveys on the
treatment of public nuisance complainants and found that 60.30% of the complainants were either “very satisfied” or “satisfied” with how their cases were handled. The results indicated that with the continued efforts of the
relevant environmental protection authorities, over 60% of the general public feel satisfied with the way their
complaints have been dealt with.

A

ccording to the EPA’s tally, the number of public
nuisance complaint cases has been increasing
year by year since 1998. In that year the total number
of cases was 85,768, and in 2013 the total number
of cases increased by 21,853 over the previous
year. This increase suggests that the general public
was provided with efficient channels of petition by
government at all levels and that people have become
less tolerable towards noise, odor or environmental
sanitation problems which directly affect the quality of
their daily lives. Of these public nuisance complaint
cases, Taipei heads the list with 66,100 cases, New
Taipei City ranks second with 57,457 cases, and
Taichung City is third with 30,739 cases. Together,
these three cities account for 61.77% of the total
number of cases nationwide.
Regarding the categories of pollution, 86,800 noise
complaint cases accounted for 34.75% of the total,
while 68,345 odor complaint cases represented
27.36% overall. Combined together, these two
categories comprised 62.11% of the nation’s public
nuisance complaint cases. With regard to the general
public’s degree of satisfaction, the EPA completed a
satisfaction survey of 48,202 cases in 2013, which
amounted to 19.3% of the total cases that year. The
results of the survey indicated that 7.1% of the people
surveyed said they were “very satisfied’ while 53.2%
of the people surveyed said they were “satisfied.”
This indicated that with the combined efforts of
environmental protection authorities, over 60% of
the general public felt satisfied with the reduction or
removal of noise and odor sources. The survey also
showed that people took into consideration whether
the competent authorities checked the pollution cases
within the designated time allotments and whether

the pollution cases were actually improved, as two
important factors affecting their satisfaction level.
The EPA vowed to strengthen the professional
training as well as the attitude and equipment of
their inspectors with a view toward enhancing their
auditing capabilities and increasing the public’s
satisfaction levels.
While neither noise nor odor usually last for a long
time, the subjective feelings of complainants also
play a key role. Such factors increase the degree of
difficulty for noise and odor inspectors to respond.
To redress this situation, in addition to reviewing the
criteria of regulations and continuing to improve as
per the public’s expectations, the EPA will require
local environmental protection bureaus to do on-site
inspections as soon as possible, so as to observe
facts about the pollution while it occurs and not lose
opportunities for proper treatment. Furthermore,
in major pollution cases, the EPA will adopt indepth inspections. By approaching a case from the
vantage point of efficiency, proper management
and making good use of modern technology, the
EPA hopes that the highest efficiency and quality of
inspections can be achieved with limited manpower.
To deter illegal activity, illegal gains in any pollution
cases will also be confiscated.

Vol. XVII Issue 8, 2014

Environmental Policy Monthly
4.03%

water pollution

11

3.24%

noise pollution
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0.55%

5.66%

environmental
sanitation
waste materials

27.36%

Diagram: Public nuisance complaints in 2013

News Briefs
Requirement of Environmental Liability Insurance
Considered
The occurrence and presence of contaminated sites often
result from industrial operations over the long haul. Soil
and groundwater often are the ultimate media of industrial
pollution, in which the cumulative or progressive risks of
contamination is quite high. A large sum of remediation
costs is usually required to restore contaminated sites
to conditions with acceptable low risk levels to the
environment and human health. Therefore, in addition to
the management of multiple environmental media at the
front end and the implementation of remediation at the
rear end, a protection mechanism for the environment and
public health is often considered to be a major point in
devising the management policies for contaminated sites
After taking stock of the environmental protection
mechanisms in advanced countries, the EPA found out
that environmental liability insurance is the most commonly
used mechanism in the world. Such insurance not only
protects the land, it also provides a protection mechanism
for potential damage to the public. Therefore, using the
structure of the Soil and Groundwater Remediation Act
as the base, the EPA has involved itself in the planning
of an environmental liability insurance scheme relevant
to contaminated sites and its supporting measures. In so
doing, the EPA held two meetings in July and August to
gather opinions from professionals in various fields, which
can be used by the EPA as important references when
establishing an environmental liability insurance system.

EIA for Taoyuan Aerotropolis Mass Rapid Transit
Approved
On 16 July 2014, the environmental impact assessment
(EIA) for the Aerotropolis Line of the Taoyuan Metropolitan
Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) project was passed by the EIA

review committee. It was also decided that the second
phase EIA will not be necessary for this case. The
committee also explained the reasons for approval to
assuage concerns raised by various parties.
After taking into account the opinions of the environmental
assessment committee members, experts, academics,
and other interested parties, the review committee decided
to approve the project for the Aerotropolis Line of the
Taoyuan Metropolitan MRT. The review committee gave
the following reasons for their approval:
1. The project did not impinge upon or detract from other
related development plans such as the Northern Taiwan
Regional Plan, Taoyuan County General Development
Plan, New Development Plan for Taoyuan International
Airport and Neighboring Area Special Disctrict Plan,
Taoyuan-Chungli Living Sphere Road System Construction
Plan, and Taiwan Railways Urban MRT Plan for Taoyuan
International Airport and Neighboring Area Special District.
2. The decision was based upon surveys, predictions,
analysis, or assessment of the following parameters
related to the construction and operation of the MRT line:
topology, geology, and soil; hydrology and water quality;
air quality; noise and vibration; waste; daytime shadows;
electromagnetic interference; landscape and recreation;
society and economy; and cultural assets. The developer
also proposed measures to prevent and mitigate possible
impacts upon the environment. The review committee
therefore concluded that the branch line would not have
significant adverse impact upon environmental resources
or any special features of the local environment.

International E-waste Management Meeting Ends
Successfully
The 2014 International E-waste Management Meeting,
which was jointly organized by the Taiwan EPA, the US

Environmental Policy Monthly

12

August 2014

The review committee approved the project for the Aerotropolis Line of the Taoyuan
Metropolitan MRT.
EPA and the Vietnam Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environment, was attended by 35 governmental
and non-governmental representatives from 13 different
nations. The meeting ended on a successful note on
17 July in Hanoi, Vietnam. To open a four-day agenda,
the participating nations first reported on the progress
they made in 2013 on the management and recycling
of e-waste. Following that were three days of sessions
covering the structure and practices of environmentally
sound management (ESM), the processing techniques for
cathode ray tubes and financial mechanisms for recycling
systems.

Award Presented to 34 Outstanding Motorcycle
Testing Stations
On 31 July 2014, the EPA held the National Awards
Ceremony for Outstanding Motorcycle Exhaust Testing
Stations. The awards for the 34 selected outstanding
testing stations were given out by EPA Deputy Minister
Shin-Cheng Yeh, who praised the award winners and
called upon all of Taiwan’s motorcycle testing stations

to continue demonstrating their professionalism to
the public by providing even better services and thus
effectively mitigate the motorcycle exhaust pollution
problem.
There were approximately 14 million registered
motorcycles in Taiwan in 2013, or 66% of the total
number of vehicles. Motorcycles are the most common
mode of transport in Taiwan. In its work of controlling
m o t o r c y c l e e x h a u s t p o l l u t i o n , t h e E PA a c t i v e l y
introduced a number of measures, including motorcycle
model inspection, periodic exhaust testing, lowpollution motorcycle promotion, and removing 2-stroke
motorcycles from the roads. It is now 16 years since the
EPA established the periodic motorcycle exhaust testing
scheme. As of the end of 2013, a total of 2,747 testing
stations have been established nationwide. The periodic
exhaust testing has successfully helped to cement
the public’s habit of regular motorcycle testing and
maintenance, thus bringing everyone together to work
towards protecting air quality.
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