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Management of Disposal and Transboundary Movement
of Hazardous Industrial Waste
Under the concepts of sustainable materials management (SMM) and a circular society, the EPA has been
rigorously implementing the regulations of the Basel Convention, promoting the reduction of industrial waste
at source as well as better manufacturing linkages. Looking to the future, the EPA is working with industries,
academia and research institutes to develop hazardous waste recycling and technologies for reuse of
resources, so as to overcome the difficulties of hazardous waste disposal.

Legal Basis

I

n the international community, the transboundary
shipment of hazardous waste is conducted under
the regulations of the Basel Convention on the
Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal. Taiwan’s legal framework
for dealing with hazardous waste is also based on the
Basel Convention.
Taiwan has drawn up a system of industrial waste
export and import controls in accordance with the
Basel Convention. The control system includes

formulating regulations in accordance with the Basel
Convention; enhancing the training of customs, port
and environmental personnel; and signing hazardous
waste transboundary movement bilateral agreements.
The main regulations include Article 38 of the Waste
Disposal Act（廢棄物清理法）, the Management
Regulations for the Import and Export of Industrial
Waste（事業廢棄物輸入輸出管理辦法）, the Types of
Industrial Waste Used As Industrial Raw Material（屬
產業用料需求之事業廢棄物種類）, and the Categories
of Industrial Waste and General Waste Prohibited
from Importation（禁止輸入之事業廢棄物及一般廢棄
物種類）.
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Organizations wishing to import or export industrial shipment of waste can be reported to customs and
waste must abide by the following procedures:
exported. Hazardous industrial waste can only be
exported by Grade A waste clearance organizations
1) Import: The waste disposal organization, or an that have gained approval from the central competent
organization that has obtained a reuse permit from authority.
the central industry competent authority, must apply
to the local competent authority for an import permit. The EPA has also established a website - http://basel.
Once the written permit has been received, the waste epa.gov.tw/ - to provide information about the Basel
can be loaded onto vessels in the exporting nation Convention.
and imported to Taiwan. Hazardous industrial waste
can only be imported by Grade A waste disposal T h e m a j o r a c h i e v e m e n t s o f i n d u s t r i a l w a s t e
organizations that have gained approval from the management in 2014 were:
central competent authority.
1. Improving Industrial Waste Reduction and
2) Export: The enterprise that generates the industrial Reuse
waste or the clearance organization must apply to
the local competent authority for an export permit. In 2014, the EPA formulated the Industrial Waste
Once the written permit has been received, the Reuse Management Reference Manual that includes

Representatives of the Taiwan EPA Visit the Daegu
Regional Environmental Office in South Korea.

Representatives of the Taiwan EPA Observe operations at
the Befesa Zinc in South Korea.
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75 categories of industrial waste that can be reused
along with guidelines for handling the waste. In 2015,
the EPA is revising the manual for five categories
of waste in accordance with the amendments to the
relevant regulations. The EPA will also continue
to upgrade the Resource Reuse Management
Information System so that it can handle online
applications and review waste reuse permits and
online reporting of operation records for products
made from recycled materials.

control facilities as well as categories and volumes of
waste from Taiwan that were actually treated at the
four visited disposal organizations were also collected
and compiled.

2. Controlling the Import/Export of Industrial
Waste

1. The EPA will keep close track of the developments
of the Basel Convention and transboundary waste
transportation management in various nations. EPA
delegates will attend Basel Convention meetings as
representatives of non-governmental organizations
and work to establish better communication channels
with other nations. The EPA will also continue to
regularly review its hazardous waste management
measures to remain in step with international
practices.

In 2014, the EPA reviewed 87 cases of industrial
waste exportation. On 10 June 2014, the EPA
announced the amendments to the Guidelines for
Industrial Waste Import and Export Permit Application
Review.
3. Promoting Industrial Waste Reduction at
Source and Better Manufacturing Linkages
a) In 2014, the EPA visited 15 plants involved in metal
finishing, textile dyeing and finishing or printed circuit
boards, and improved at-source waste reduction
technology through experience sharing.
b) The EPA has reviewed the control standards
and waste flow controls through every stage in the
lifecycle of industrial waste: production, storage,
recycling, clearance, disposal, reuse and final
disposal regulated by the Waste Disposal Act.
c) The EPA has convened meetings with the relevant
central industry competent authorities and local
environmental protection bureaus to discuss the
concepts of sustainable materials management and a
circular society.
4. Visits to Overseas Waste Disposal
Organizations

Looking to the Future
In the future, Taiwan intends to adopt the following
approaches to managing the import, export, and
transit of hazardous waste:

2. The EPA will continue to enhance the inspection
and management of hazardous industrial waste,
including inspections of pollution prevention measures
taken by importers and offering of guidance to
enterprises contracted to clear and dispose of
hazardous industrial waste. In addition, the EPA will
continue to promote the application of industrial waste
reduction and cleaner manufacturing technologies
in order to assist enterprises in reducing industrial
waste.
3. The EPA is encouraging the development of
resource recycling industries, which will help alleviate
the problem of hazardous waste disposal by promoting
the establishment of industrial waste disposal plants
under the guidance and control of the authorities. The
development of technologies for recycling and reusing
industrial waste is also being encouraged, so as to
minimize risks due to the transboundary movement of
industrial waste.

In accordance with the volume and category of waste
exported to South Korea and Singapore for disposal,
the EPA selected two disposal organizations in
each nation to visit along with their environmental
authorities in December 2014. The EPA also
collected and analyzed the waste management
and waste export regulations of South Korea and
Singapore. In addition, disposal methods, pollution
3
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Water

Frequency of Electroplating Wastewater Inspections
Increased to Protect Water Quality
2015 has seen the EPA formulate the Electroplating Industry Pollution Source Control Plan. The plan aims to
extend the EPA’s control over the electroplating industry so as to prevent the industry’s wastewater from causing further harm to aquatic environments. From 2014 until now, inspections have resulted in the suspension of
operations of 30 businesses, with 34 offenders being prosecuted.

I

n 2014, the EPA joined forces with the Changhua
District Prosecutor’s Office（彰化地檢署）, the
Seventh Special Police Corps（ 警 政 署 保 七 總
隊 ）, and the Environmental Protection Bureau
of Changhua County（ 彰 化 縣 ）in a large-scale
clampdown on illegal wastewater discharging by
electroplating enterprises in Changhua. As of July
2015, 19 companies were ordered to halt operations
and 28 people were charged with criminal offences
by the Changhua District Prosecutor’s Office. The
EPA hopes that stepping up inspections and clamping
down on violations will effectively deter further illegal
acts and thus significantly improve the quality of
irrigation water.
In recent years, EPA surveys have established a clear
connection between heavy metal contamination of
farmland and the polluting of irrigation water sources
by unscrupulous electroplating enterprises that illegally
discharge wastewater. Most of Taiwan’s electroplating
enterprises are situated in areas where they can
use local drains or irrigation channels to discharge
wastewater. Whenever electroplating enterprises
illegally discharge untreated wastewater that contains
toxic substances into such drainage systems, there
is an immediate and considerable threat to the local
environment, and farmland can even become polluted
to the extent that food safety becomes a concern.

The implementation of the Electroplating Industry
Pollution Source Control Plan involves adjustments
to previous inspection methods. From 2014, the plan
has drawn upon experience gained in Changhua in
establishing a task force. The task force is drawn
from the environmental protection bureaus of the 13
counties and cities that have electroplating enterprises
and is supervised and assisted by branches of
the EPA’s Bureau of Environmental Inspection.
The task force screened a total of 311 enterprises
suspected of improperly treating wastewater, and it
has carried out 39 comprehensive factory inspections.
The inspections are focused on illegal discharges,
bypass discharges, and adequacy and proper use of
wastewater treatment facilities.
Operators that release effluent containing levels
of hazardous substances exceeding the Effluent
Standards （放流水標準）, discharge without permits,
or use hidden pipes can be sentenced to up to five
years in prison and NT$200,000-NT$15 million in
fines according to Article 36 Paragraph 2 of the Water
Pollution Control Act（水污染防治法）and Article
190-1 of the Criminal Code （刑法）. Violations that
are not considered as criminal acts can lead to fines
of NT$60,000-NT$6 million according to Article 45
Paragraph 1 of the Water Pollution Control Act.

Waste

Waste Cooking Oil Becomes a Low-carbon Eco-friendly
Energy Resource
Since the occurrence of contaminated cooking oil incidents, the people of Taiwan have started to pay more
attention to how waste cooking oil is disposed of. The EPA statistics indicate that from January-May 2015, a
total of 25,603 tonnes of waste cooking oil were recycled, of which 15,964 tonnes, or 62%, were reused by
organizations in Taiwan while 9,639 tonnes, or 38%, were exported to other nations. The main use for this
waste oil – domestically or exported – is to be converted into biodiesel.
4
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ccording to International Energy Agency (IEA)
statistics, in 2012 biofuels accounted for 10%
of global primary energy supply, second only to
fossil fuels such as coal, petroleum and natural gas.
The IEA estimates that total global production of
biofuels will increase by 2.7% annually. The total
global production of biodiesel has risen from 800
million liters in 2000 to 2.63 billion liters in 2013, a
33-fold increase. Taiwan began rolling out the use of
biodiesel in 2004 as a part of the Ministry of Economic
Affairs’ Green County plan. In 2007, environmental
agencies – under the principle of not disturbing the
existing waste cooking oil recycling system – began
to encourage households, organizations, schools,
major fast food chains and manufacturers of noodles
and bean noodles to hand over their waste cooking oil
to sanitary teams or licensed recyclers as resources
for biodiesel.
According to the data of the Bureau of Energy,
Ministry of Economic Affairs, in 2010 – the year two
percent of biodiesel was added into petroleum diesel
(B2) instead of one percent (B1) in Taiwan – annual
consumption of biodiesel reached 100,000 kiloliters.
Of this amount, 96,000 kiloliters, representing revenue
of NT$3 billion, was produced domestically. The
use of this amount of biodiesel led to an estimated
reduction of 260,000 tons of CO2 emissions. Waste
cooking oil has thus been considered a valuable
resource in Taiwan, and it is rarely dumped illegally
or otherwise involved in environmental pollution
incidents.

August 2015

After the food safety incidents of 2014, the issue of
how to prevent waste cooking oil from entering food
products has been of grave concern to Taiwan’s
residents. In fact, Taiwan has mature technologies to
convert waste cooking oil to biodiesel of significant
economic value. An EPA survey revealed that from
January-May 2015, Taiwan exported 5,794 tonnes
of biodiesel to the UK, the Netherlands, Spain and
Malaysia to be mixed with vehicle diesel. In terms of
both manufacturing technology and quality, Taiwan’s
biodiesel is clearly recognized by the international
community.
Taiwan’s people have a particular fondness for
deep-fried food, which leads to the high per capita
generation of waste cooking oil. It makes finding
suitable ways to recycle the waste cooking oil very
important. Since September 2014, the EPA has been
strengthening its control over the management and
disposal of waste cooking oil. Measures adopted
included establishing a registry for waste cooking
oil recyclers and issuing permits to them; enhancing
the waste cooking oil reporting system; carrying out
inspections and audits; and encouraging people
and businesses to hand their waste cooking oil over
to licensed recyclers. People who give their waste
cooking oil to illegal operators will henceforth be fined,
as will the illegal operators.
The EPA considers biodiesel to be an eco-friendly
fuel due to its carbon reduction and low-pollution

Demonstration of a vehicle that runs on biodiesel
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private-sector refuse clearance organizations about
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converting their vehicles and machinery to biodiesel.
The goal is to have locally produced waste cooking oil
recycled and reused locally.

Air

Subsidy Regulations for Scrapping Two-stroke
Motorcycles and Purchasing New Electric Bikes
Announced
The EPA has finalized the amounts for subsidies designed to encourage the public to scrap their two-stroke
motorcycles and/or buy new two-wheel electric vehicles. The Regulations Governing Subsidies for Scrapping
Two-Stroke Motorcycles and Buying New Two-wheel Electric Vehicles（淘汰二行程機車及新購電動二輪車補助
辦法）were announced on 20 July 2015. The regulations integrated previous regulations governing subsidies
for two-wheel electric vehicles, including subsidies for: scrapping two-stroke motorcycles; scrapping two-stroke
motorcycles and buying new electric scooters; buying new electric bicycles; and buying new electric-assisted
bicycles. The various related subsidies previously provided through the air pollution control funds of local governments have also been integrated into the new regulations.

C

ompared to motorcycles with four-stroke engines,
two-stroke motorcycles are heavily polluting,
emitting around 18 times more hydrocarbons and
double the amount of carbon monoxide (CO). To
eliminate two-stroke motorcycles as a pollution
source, the EPA gradually tightened pollution
standards to the point where domestic production
of two-stroke motorcycles ceased in 2004. For
two-stroke motorcycles still on the road, the EPA
introduced a scrap vehicle subsidy in 2008 to expedite
their elimination.

Vehicle registration data from the Ministry of
Transportation and Communications (MOTC)
show that as of the end of April 2015, there were
approximately two million two-stroke motorcycles
registered in Taiwan. In comparison to conventional
motorcycles, two-wheel electric vehicles are lowpolluting and low-noise, making them more ecofriendly and worth promoting. To accelerate the
elimination of two-stroke motorcycles, the EPA
formulated the Regulations Governing Subsidies
for Scrapping Two-Stroke Motorcycles and Buying

Table 1: Subsidies for scrapping two-stroke motorcycles and purchasing new two-wheel electric vehicles
Electric motorbikes

Electric

Heavyduty

Light-duty

Small light

bicycles

Electricassisted
bicycles

7. 22. 2015~12.31.2015

NT$8,000

NT$6,000

NT$6,000

NT$6,000

NT$6,000

1.1. 2016~12.31. 2016

NT$7,000

NT$5,000

NT$5,000

NT$5,000

NT$5,000

Subsidy period

Subsidy
from EPA

The local competent authorities should take into account the traits of their jurisdictions and use air pollution
control funds made available to them to provide additional subsidies of at least 30% of the EPA subsidies.
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New Two-wheel Electric Vehicles. In determining
the subsidy, the EPA had carefully calculated the
difference in overall pollutant amounts between
the electric vehicles and conventional gasoline
motorcycles, and the cost for such reduction. In other
words, the subsidy internalized the external costs
for pollution reduction. See tables below for subsidy
details.
The new regulations also allow for a bigger subsidy
for those who apply early, and the subsidy will
be gradually reduced in years to come. The local
governments should also take into account the traits
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of their jurisdictions and use air pollution control funds
to provide additional subsidies of at least 30% of the
EPA subsidies. More details are on the EPA website
http://mobile.epa.gov.tw/LowPoll/.
The EPA is urging all owners of two-stroke
motorcycles to scrap these vehicles as soon as
possible and switch to using two-wheel electric
vehicles or public transportation. They would thus not
only be reducing air pollution and protecting public
health, but would also qualify for a sum of money from
the governments.

Table 2: Subsidies for purchasing new two-wheel electric vehicles
Electric motorbikes
Heavy-duty
Light-duty
Small
light

Electric
bicycles

Electricassisted
bicycles

7.22.2015~12.31.2015

NT$5,000

NT$3,000

NT$3,000

NT$3,000

NT$3,000

1.1. 2016~12.31. 2016

NT$4,000

NT$2,000

NT$2,000

NT$2,000

NT$2,000

Subsidy period

Subsidy
from
EPA

The local competent authorities should take into account local traits of their jurisdictions and use air
pollution control funds made available to them to provide additional subsidies of at least 30% of the EPA
subsidies.

Table 3: Subsidies for scrapping two-stroke motorbikes
Subsidy period

Subsidy
from
EPA

7.22.2015~12.31.2015

Scrapped two-stroke motorbikes

NT$1,500

Ecolabeling

Over 2 Million Eco-Labeled Thermo Mugs Sold in Taiwan
In August 2011, the EPA announced the Green Mark criteria for reusable beverage containers. As of May
2015, Green Mark certification has been awarded to 78 such products, and over two million stainless steel
thermo mugs issued with the Green Mark have been sold. It is becoming increasingly common to see residents
in Taiwan carrying their own thermo mug. The corresponding reduction in disposable beverage bottles and
packaging is having a beneficial effect upon the environment.
7
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he Green Mark products have long been popular
items in retail outlets. Recent surveys have
revealed that manufacturers who gain eco-labeling
accreditation for their products can increase their
sales by up to 400%. Such products have clearly won
public trust.

T

Policy Monthly
top 20-30% of all retailed products in terms of ecofriendliness. Not only do they have minimal impact
upon the environment during their lifecycle, they
also do not contain chemicals such as endocrine
disruptors.

More and more consumers are choosing to buy
The criteria for reusable beverage container Green Green Mark-labeled reusable beverage containers.
Mark certification are quite strict. For example, It indicates that Taiwan’s consumers are becoming
research has shown that long-term or high exposure more environmentally aware. Using eco-labeled green
to the endocrine disruptor bisphenol A affects the products is good for the environment and good for
functioning of the liver and kidneys and has the public health. The EPA hopes that manufacturers and
potential to cause other health problems. Heavy distributors will respond to the trend toward green
metals have been proven to damage the brain, consumption by doing more to promote eco-labeled
kidneys, and other organs. Thus, levels of bisphenol products and their environmental benefits.
A and heavy metals in
reusable beverage containers
must meet migration test
standards; and levels of
phthalate ester plasticizers
must meet the announced
control values. In terms
of raw materials, polyvinyl
chloride (PVC) or polystyrene
must not be used either. The
EPA has also stipulated that
packaging for the containers
must be certified by third
party agencies before the
Green Mark certificate can
be awarded. The Green Mark
certification is only issued
Green Mark thermo mugs have been on the market for four years. Retail
to products that meet strict
sales are reported to have increased by an average of four-fold after
criteria and are among the
being issued the Green Mark certification.

Recycling

Subsidy Fee Rates for Recycling of TVs and Electric Fans
Adjusted
To reflect the true cost of recycling and stabilize the operating of the Resource Recycling Fund, on 16 July 2015
the EPA announced amendments to the recycling subsidy fee rates for waste television sets and electric fans.
The subsidy for waste TVs has fallen from NT$379.5 to NT$284 per unit, and the subsidy for waste electric fans
has increased from NT$20 to NT$33 per unit. The amendments took effect on 1 August 2015.

T

he amendments to the subsidy fee rates for waste
TVs and electric fans were made after a review
of the actual costs of recycling, storing, clearance
and disposal of e-waste, as well as the market value
of renewable materials, the financial situation of the
8

Resource Recycling Fund, and the degree to which
these two products are currently being recycled.
The EPA would like to remind all organizations that
receive government subsidies for the recycling of
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waste TVs and electric fans that from 1 August 2015
the new fee rates will be abided by for the review and
approval of subsidies for the recycling of these two
categories of products. Anyone with queries regarding
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the new rates can call the Resource Recycling Hotline
at 0800-085717 or visit the EPA’s resource recycling
website: http://recycle.epa.gov.tw.

Table: Amendments to the Recycling Subsidy Fee Rates for Recyclables.
Recyclables/ Recycling Subsidy Fee Rates
Waste TV sets
Waste electric fans

Before amendment

After amendment

NT$379.5 per unit

NT$284 per unit

NT$20 per unit

NT$33 per unit

Recycling

Cash for Recycling End-of-Life Vehicles
Recycling old cars and motorcycles that are sitting unused not only eliminates the need to pay fuel taxes but
also rewards owners with a recycling incentive of NT$300-1,000 cash. The EPA has set up a free resource recycling hotline, 0800-085-717, for vehicle owners to get information on how to recycle their vehicles through a
licensed recycler in their area.

T

o encourage the recycling of end-of-life vehicles,
the EPA is reminding the public that owners of
cars over ten years old and motorcycles over seven
years old are eligible for an EPA cash award if they
have their vehicles legally recycled and reported
as scrapped to the Motor Vehicles Office. This also
saves owners the annual license plate tax and the
fuel fee.
The EPA’s free recycling hotline, 0800-085-717, and
website http://recycle.epa.gov.tw provide information
on licensed vehicle recyclers around Taiwan. When
owners contact the recyclers, they need to give their
license plate number and ID card number for the
recycler to register. Before scrapped vehicles are
towed away, owners should make sure to get their
license plates and their copy of the Motor Vehicle
Recycling Control Manifest Form from the recycler.

The owner should then take the license plate – along
with ID documents, seal stamp, and license plate –
to the local branch of the Motor Vehicles Office to
register the vehicle as scrapped and claim a cash
incentive. For end-of-life cars over ten years old the
award is NT$1,000; for end-of-life motorcycles over
seven years old the award is NT$300.
The EPA also calls on citizens to report abandoned
vehicles, taking note of license plates, vehicle
maker and model, vehicle color and location.
Vehicles without plates can be reported to the local
environmental protection bureau; vehicles with plates
can be reported to the local police. Reports in Hsinchu
（新竹縣）, Chiayi（嘉義縣）and Penghu Counties（澎
湖縣）can be made by calling 0800-085-717. Reports
elsewhere in Taiwan can be made by calling the 1999
citizens’ hotline.

Environmental Inspection

Joint Refuse Disposal Mechanism for Central Taiwan
Launched
Due to various reasons, some incineration plants in Taiwan are overloaded. Owing to Chinese New Year activities, Lantern Festival activities, scheduled or unscheduled shutting down of incinerators for maintenance, avian
9
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flu measures, and cases of receiving too much general industrial wastes, Changhua County （彰化縣）, Nantou County（南投縣）, Yunlin County （雲林縣）and Taichung City （臺中市）have experienced situations of
having more waste than could be processed by their incineration plants. At one point, 40,000 tons of garbage
were piled up in landfills waiting to be processed. In view of this problem, the EPA launched the joint refuse disposal mechanism for central Taiwan and coordinated incineration plants in other cities and counties to increase
the rate of waste incineration.

A

s of 3 August 2015, a total of 25,000 tons of
piled-up garbage had been cleared away. The
piled-up garbage in Changhua County has all been
disposed of, while Nantou County is incinerating it as
scheduled. Taichung City and Yunlin County, on the
other hand, are lagging behind.
The daily refuse incineration capacity for Yunlin
County is 235 tons. The EPA has managed to

increase it to 259 tons daily, which means that in
addition to disposing of Yunlin’s daily maximum quota,
there is still a 24-ton leeway for dealing with piled-up
garbage. However, to thoroughly solve its garbage
disposal problem from a long term point of view, the
Yunlin County government needs to reconsider the
necessity of inaugurating its refuse incineration plant
in Linnei Township（林內鄉）.

Environmental Education

US Eco-Campus Delegates Visit Taiwan for Environmental
Education Exchanges
The US-Taiwan Eco-Campus Partnership aims to foster partnerships between the US and Taiwan eco-schools
to bring Taiwan schools closer to international trends. At present, 36 of Taiwan’s eco-schools have forged partnerships with eco-schools in the US. It is estimated that by the end of 2015, the target of establishing 60 ecoschool partnerships will be achieved. In July 2015, a delegation of US eco-school representatives visited Taiwan to gain a better picture of the Taiwan EPA’s environmental education policies on low-carbon and sustainable ecosystem preservation. They also took the opportunity to learn more about Taiwan’s indigenous cultures
and share their experiences with people in Taiwan. The experience exchanges broadened local understanding
of eco-schools and environmental education.

T

he US Eco-Campus delegation consisted of nine
delegates and was led by Ms. Kim Martinez,
Manager of Regional Education Programs at the US
National Wildlife Federation (NWF). Other delegates
included representatives of Edward White Elementary
School, Seguin Elementary School and Emerson
Elementary School in Texas; Griffin Elementary
School and RPE STEM Museum Magnet School
in Florida, and North Chevy Chase Elementary
School in Maryland. During visits to eco-schools in
New Taipei City（新北市）, Taitung County（臺東
縣）, and Tainan City（臺南市）from 20-24 July,
they exchanged experiences with their Taiwan
counterparts, thus learning from each other and
increasing mutual understanding.
On 20 July, the US delegation visited Changkeng
Elementary School （長坑國小） in New Taipei City,
which is the sister school of RPE STEM Museum
Magnet School. Changkeng Elementary School
10

joined the eco-schools program in 2014, and states
its education principles as “Earth only, environmental
justice, intergenerational welfare, and sustainable
development.” The school has completed a program
of greening its campus by planting shrubs as
boundary walls, building an eco-corridor, a butterfly
corridor, and an educational water garden. The school
has also installed The Frog Family water-saving
wash basins and solar and wind renewable energy
systems. By bringing together various teaching
resources, it has created a happy and environmentally
friendly learning environment within the criteria
of sustainability and the US-Taiwan Eco-Campus
Partnership requirements.
The US Eco-Campus delegation also visited BinMao Junior High School in Taitung County（臺東縣
賓茂國中）; Junyi School for Innovative Learning in
Taitung County （臺東縣均一國民中小學）; Nan-Hua
Elementary School in Tainan City（臺南市南化國小）;

Vol. XVIII Issue 8

Environmental Policy Monthly

Yong-An Elementary School in Tainan City（臺南市永
安國小）; and the Affiliated Experimental Elementary
School of National Chiayi University（國立嘉義大學附
設實驗國小）.
Of these schools, North Chevy Chase Elementary
School – which is partnered with Nan-Hua Elementary
School – was represented at the launching ceremony
for the Taiwan-US Eco-Campus Partnership in March
2015. Ambassador Lyu-shun Shen（ 沈 呂 巡 ）,
Taiwan’s representative to the US, was also invited
to speak at the ceremony. The US delegation thus
made a visit to Nanhua Elementary School so that the
principal of North Chevy Chase Elementary School
could visit the sister school in person to facilitate
closer exchanges between the two.
On 22 July, the delegation visited Junyi School for
Innovative Learning in Taitung County and met
with school Chairman Stanley Yen（嚴長壽）and
Principal Ching-Yu Huang（黃景裕）. Vice Principal
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Anthony Cluver made a 20-minute presentation on
the concepts of environmental education practiced
at Junyi School. Chairman Yen encouraged future
opportunities for student exchange programs with
US schools and hoped that US teachers would come
to teach together in Taitung. Chairman Yen also
urged the participants to pay more attention to the
preservation of indigenous culture, which won the
agreement of all the delegates.
The eco-school team at Junyi School also took this
opportunity to discuss concepts of environmental
education with their US delegates. Chairman Yen
and Vice Principal Cluver led the delegation on
a tour of their school to introduce green building
design and curricula. For example, part of Junyi
School’s curriculum includes outdoor exploration and
uncovering tribe stories. Students in the class are
encouraged to share tribe stories told to them by their
family elders.

The US Eco-Campus delegation visits Bin-Mao Junior High School in Taitung County.

General Policy

Basic Environment Act Serves as Guidelines, Principles
and Policies
As there is a degree of misunderstanding about the nature of the Basic Environment Act（環境基本法）, the
EPA is keen to point out that the act does not have priority status. The Basic Environment Act has the function
of being a policy declaration and thus does not confer any specific rights or benefits to any party. It cannot be
used as the legal basis for formulating specific laws or regulations, nor can it be used as the legal basis for local
governments to create their autonomous regulations outside of central government control.
11
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he EPA explains that reasons for adoption of
the Basic Environment Act are to raise overall
environmental quality, promote public health and
welfare, protect natural resources and pursue
sustainable development so as to protect the
environment in general. The stipulations of the act
are designed to be clear and forward-looking to guide
future policymaking and formulation of regulations.

T

In Taiwan’s legal system, the Basic Environment
Act is given legal support by Article 170 of the
Constitution of the Republic of China（中華民國憲
法）. However, the Central Regulation Standard Act
（中央法規標準法）does not state that the basic
acts take precedence over other laws and so the
Basic Environment Act does not have priority status
of any kind. The Basic Environment Act is seen by

Policy Monthly
government officials as being a policy declaration, and
thus does not confer any specific rights or benefits
to any party. It cannot be used as the legal basis for
formulating substantive laws or regulations.
The Basic Environment Act primarily serves as
guidelines, principles and policies, but cannot be used
as the legal basis for local governments to create
autonomous regulations outside of central government
control. It should be seen as providing basic principles,
guidelines and policies for formulating regulations
to cover matters pertaining to specified domains.
Regulations governing the actual implementation
of matters pertaining to specified domains can only
be formulated by the central competent authority to
become the legal basis for implementation.

News Briefs
Fifteen Cities, Townships and Districts Receive
Subsidies to Create High Quality Environment
From 2015 to 2018, the EPA is slated to subsidize 60
cities and townships in their efforts to build friendly/
pleasant living environments. On 4 August 2015, the
EPA announced the communities that were granted the
subsidies for 2016. A total of 15 cities and townships
will each receive a subsidy of more than NT$10 million
to create high quality environments imbued with local
characteristics.
To encourage cities and counties nationwide to participate
in the Friendly City/County selection, EPA Minister
Kuo-Yen Wei（魏國彥）sent a letter to all mayors and
magistrates earlier in 2015. A total of 30 townships and
districts recommended by 20 cities/counties submitted
proposals – a fierce competition not seen before. The
selection process commenced in June 2015, and bidders
were competing for subsidies of up to NT$60 million each.
Volunteer mobilization capability, project themes and

Cycling Events Held for Public to Experience
Green Products
To encourage more enterprises to have their products
issued with the Green Mark, as well as encourage the
public to purchase Green Mark labeled products, the
EPA held a series of events for the public to experience
environmentally friendly products first hand. “Gentle and
Graceful Cycling” events were held in Taipei, Taichung and
Kaohsiung on 15, 22, and 29 of August 2015, respectively.
The cycling events were coupled with raffle draws, the
prizes for which included Green Mark labeled products with
a high degree of popularity on the market. In sum, the EPA
aims to have the general public encounter more Green
Mark products and green traveling, so as to promote green
consumption and green living.
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local development visions were the three major criteria for
this year’s evaluation. In the end, 15 communities were
awarded subsidies. Among these, five were awarded as
top-notch and the other 10 as excellent.
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