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EPA and NAO Jointly Promote Sustainable Development Goals

O

n 5 June 2018, the EPA and National Audit Office (NAO) together held the Symposium on Sustainable
Development and Audit, with Minister Ying-Yuan Lee and Auditor General Ching-Long Lin delivering
welcome speeches at the opening ceremony. Invited speakers included the Commissioner of the
Environment and Sustainable Development, Office of the Auditor General of Canada, Ms. Julie Gelfand,
and the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Canada Audit and Accountability Foundation, Mr. John
Reed. Besides Legislator Chiu-Chin Tien, Legislator Man-Li Chen, Control Yuan Member Yung-Ching Jao,
nearly 400 participants from industries, governments, academia, and research units attended the event.

Taiwan proposed its first VNR in UN in
response to SDGs
The symposium focused on government
agencies’ implementation of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as well as auditing
department’s role and contributions in monitoring
agencies’ work progress. All attendees participated
with great enthusiasm. The event was opened with
welcomes from Auditor General Ching-Long Lin
and EPA Minister Ying-Yuan Lee, who also talked
about Taiwan’s Voluntary National Review (VNR)
presented in 2017 in his speech, “Joining the World:
Taiwan’s Implementation of UNSDGs.”

In his speech, Minister Lee first thanked the NAO
for organizing the symposium as it took place on 5
June , the World Environment Day, making the event
even more meaningful. Through the presentations
of different speakers, attendees could understand
the effects of government budgets and expenses
and whether the resources were used on the most
necessary places. Exchanges and discussions in
the symposium also allowed people to examine
Taiwan’s achievements in sustainable development.
Minister Lee pointed out that the 2018 World
Happiness Report, recently released by the UN
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Sustainable Development Solutions Network
(SDSN), ranked Finland as the happiest country in
the world. Taiwan’s ranking rose from 33rd to 26th as
the happiest in East Asia. Taiwan performed well in
key evaluation variables like gross domestic product
(GDP), unemployment rate, social support, freedom
to make life choices, generosity, and corruption
perception, showing Taiwanese ranked high in
happiness index in Asia.
It was a remarkable moment when Minister Lee
presented Taiwan’s first VNR in the UN in September
2017. The report was a response to the 17
sustainable index of UN Commission of Sustainable
Development (UNCSD). Currently, Taiwan is faced
with challenges like dense population in limited
living space, increasing environmental loads,
low economic growth, as well as not being a UN
member. But pollution sees no borders, and Taiwan
will keep answering UN’s call to improve with the
same standard, pursuing sustainable development
for the whole earth.
The symposium’s first session focused on Taiwan
SDGs. The Executive Director of the EPA’s Office
of Sustainable Development Dr. Huichen Chien
talked about the process of setting Taiwan’s SDGs.
National Council for Sustainable Development
member Angela Chang then gave a talk titled
“Taiwan SDGs: Facing Challenges for a Sustainable
2030” and conducted discussions. It was followed
by Mr. Reed and Ms. Gelfand’s respective talks,
“Leading Practices in Auditing the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals” and “United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals and Audit
in Canada.” Both emphasized the importance of
the whole of government and policy coherence in

dealing with SDGs.
Finally, Deputy Auditor-General Li-Jen Wang
and NAO staff elaborated on the actual practices
and audits in a presentation titled “Audit on
National Sustainable Development.” Deputy Wang
emphasized that NAO should set up long-term
strategies to conduct audits on the progress of
the government’s SDGs, including issues such
as gender equality. Also, participants have to
understand the government’s “starting and end
points” and “new tracks” to compare Taiwan’s
SDGs with UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development as well as assess Taiwan’s future.

Executive, legislative, and private sectors
jointly promote sustainability
After a day of heated exchanges, attendees all
agreed that sustainable development should be
the focus of future policies. Taiwan should first take
references of UNSDGs’ frameworks and follow their
principles. Local sustainability indicators that are
suitable for the current situation should be discussed
and set up by taking Taiwan’s status, environment,
and citizens’ needs into consideration in order to
achieve actual sustainability.
The legislative branch, government agencies, and
private sector are the three main and essential
forces for sustainable development. As a result,
connection and communication between them are
of great importance for setting up SDGs. And the
auditing agency can help with monitoring in order to
encourage all participating parties to fully meet the
international community’s expectations for SDGs
and audit tasks.
EPA Minister Lee gave a speech
“Joining the World: Taiwan’s
Implementation of UNSDGs”
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A panel of six local and foreign representatives
exchanged ideas at the joint discussion

Air

A New Milestone: Passage of Air Pollution Control Act Amendments

T

he highly focused amendments to the Air Pollution Control Act ( 空氣污染防制法 ) were passed in the
Legislative Yuan after three readings on 25 June. Revisions included a good neighbor clause, a factory
source control mechanism, mobile pollution source control measures, stricter penalties, as well as recovering
illegal gains and a new clause for whistleblowers. The amendment will first be sent to the president for official
promulgation before implementation, setting a new milestone for air pollution control in Taiwan.
The EPA pointed out that the revision focuses on the
addition of a good neighbor clause, a factory source
control mechanism, and mobile pollution source
control measures, stricter penalties, and recovering
illegal gains and a new whistleblower clause. It
provides thorough reinforcement from planning of air
quality improvement, source- and midway-control for
pollution, to end-of-pipe treatment and responses.
The new neighbor clause: Based on the EPAformulated Air Pollution Control Plan ( 空氣污染防制
方案 ), local environmental bureaus are to coordinate
with governments in neighboring counties and
cities and set up control plans in order to solve the
hazards suffered by people in downwind areas; And
factories have to formulate emergency response
plans in advance in time for disasters like fire to
prevent deterioration of air quality and residents’
health.
The mechanism for controlling both factory source
and end-of-pipe pollution: Competent authorities
need to include harmful air pollutants and evaluate
health risks when formulating emission standards;

Ingredients of factory-used fuels and products,
including volatile organic chemicals, must comply
with regulatory limits; Large-scale factories have to
adopt the best pollution control technology; Violators
will be fined based on number of violations instead
of number of days of violation.
The good community clause: Local environmental
bureaus are authorized to set up air pollution
maintenance zones and limit or ban highly-polluting
vehicles from entering or using them; Controls
for mobile sources other than vehicles, such as
construction instruments, are expanded; The EPA
is able to tighten emission standards for vehicles
that have come out of the factory for more than ten
years; And the harshest penalty is cancellation of
driver’s license for car and motorcycle owners who
fail to have their vehicles’ emissions inspected.
Harsher penalties to deter violations: Penalties
are largely tightened to deter violations. Violators
that cause death with pollution can receive a life
sentence in the harshest instance. Fines can be
up to NT$30,000,000 for violating criminal acts and
3
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NT$20,000,000 for violating executive regulations.
Lower limit of fines is proportionately lowered
for violations such as failing to undergo regular
inspections. On the other hand, fines for legal
persons/entities and natural persons increased ten
folds.
Clauses for recovering illegal gains and

whistleblowers: Those who violate the Act and profit
from such actions will be imposed with fines as well
as have their illegal gains returned; A mechanism
for whistleblowers and rewards has been set up to
encourage reporting of illegal activities; And factories
are required to disclose information on pollution
emission for public scrutiny.

International Cooperation

Taiwan and the EU Share Successful Experiences of Circular
Economy on 30th Anniversary of Partnership

T

o mark the 30th anniversary of the Taiwan-EU Annual Consultations, the EPA and the EU jointly held their
first circular economy international conference on 4 June as a part of the activities during the European
Innovation Week. Both government officials and experts from various countries (including the EU, Germany,
Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Taiwan) were invited. During the conference, they discussed various
innovative methods and their successful experiences on topics such as plastic management, waste electrical
and electronic equipment, and construction and demolition waste (C&D Waste) management.

The 2018 EU-Taiwan Circular Economy International
Conference lasted for three day, including a seminar
on 4 June, a cluster matchmaking event on 5 June,
and finally a site tour to circular economy facilities
and enterprises in Tainan on the last day.
In addition to inviting outstanding local and foreign
speakers to give speeches on circular economy in
the conference, a trade show was also held outside
of the conference venue. Participating companies
included Da Fon Environmental Technology, Solar
Applied Materials Technology, Far Eastern New
Century (FENC), IKEA, RUENTEX, and UWin
Nanotech.
During the trade show, the participating companies
presented a vast array of applications of circular
e c o n o m y, s h o w c a s i n g Ta i w a n ’s e ff o r t s a n d
achievements in promoting circular economy.
For example, IKEA put out a variety of products
using local brown sugar; Far Eastern New Century
collaborated with a sporting goods company to
make World Cup jerseys and sneakers out of ocean
waste; Da Fon Environmental Technology created
products with recycled plastics; and RUENTEX
manufactured heat insulation renders. To further
demonstrate Taiwan’s accomplishment in promoting
circular economy, the souvenirs for the conference
guests were made from recycled tin. The EPA was
4

inspired by Japan’s cellphone recycling project to
make medals for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, and
the recycled tin was provided by Rui Da Hung
Technology Materials.
On 6 June, a delegation of officials and industry
experts led by DG GROW Deputy Director-General
Antti Peltomäki joined with EPA Deputy Minister
Tzi-Chin Chang at the cluster seminar on circular
economy partakers. The seminar also gathered
businesses in Tainan working in the field of circular
economy to establish mutual understanding of the
industry clusters in both Taiwan and Europe and
to create more opportunities for future business
cooperation.
After the seminar, the group went to Chengxi
Refuse Incineration Plant where they were greeted
by Chien-San Lin, Director of Environmental
Protection Bureau of Tainan City Government,
who explained to them that it is the EPA’s goal to
turn this incineration plant into a circular economy
park. Lin also gave a detailed presentation on
the generation of solar power and biomass in
the plant and the reuse process of bottom ash.
The site tour fully demonstrated Tainan City’s
achievement in circular economy, energy creation,
and environmental protection. The other highlight
of the day was a visit to Solar Applied Materials
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Technology (SAMT), a world-leading precious metal
and rare metal recycling company. At SAMT, the
European delegation was introduced to a special
and environmentally friendly technology to extract
precious metals.
The EPA pointed out that some companies have
already put joint effort in promoting environmental
sustainability by voluntarily forming Sea Waste
Plastics Circular Economy Alliance (SWPCEA),
Green Electronics Resources Alliance (GERA),
and Taiwan Construction Resource Circulation

July 2018

Alliance (TCRCS) that focus on waste plastic,
waste electrical and electronic equipment materials,
and C&D Waste, respectively. The EPA believes
that collaborating with these three alliances will
be a key step toward realizing a circular economy
in Taiwan. Through this international conference,
both the public and private sectors showed their
determination in expanding cooperative exchanges
with other nations and creating a new era of a
circular economy.

The 2018 EU-Taiwan Circular Economy International Conference

At Chengxi Refuse Incineration Plant

5

Vol. XXI Issue 07, 2018

Electronic Environmental Policy Monthly

Waste

New Regulations on Industrial Waste Disposal Plan Promulgated

T

o strengthen the management of industrial waste, the Regulations Governing the Review of Industrial
Waste Clearance and Disposal Plans took effect on 1 July 2018. In the meantime, to better organize
and simplify the policies, the Regulations Governing Industrial Waste Clearance and Disposal Plans, Plan
Formats and Items to be Stated have been abolished.
The industrial waste clearance and disposal plan
is considered an important management tool for
the government since it includes detailed operation
information of a business, the amount of waste
generated, and how the waste will be disposed of.
However, the relative regulations on the disposal
plan were all separated in different policies which
caused ambiguity in the legislation hierarchy.
Therefore, the EPA formulated the Regulations
Governing the Review of Industrial Waste Clearance
and Disposal Plans in accordance with the Waste
Disposal Act, and annulled the Regulations

Governing Industrial Waste Clearance and Disposal
Plans, Plan Formats and Items to be Stated. By
reorganizing and clarifying the related regulations
on the disposal plan, the EPA aims to maintain
consistency of the review process and reinforce the
management of industrial waste.
Now that the regulations are more organized and
easier to understand, the EPA expects that future
disposal, clearance, or reuse of waste will be done
legally in accordance with the approved disposal
plan.

Waste

Amendments to Permit Management Regulations for Public and
Private Waste Clearance and Disposal Preannounced

A

mendments to the Permit Management Regulations for Public and Private Waste Clearance and
Disposal (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) ( 公民營廢棄物清除處理機構許可管理辦法 ) were
preannounced to improve the management of clearance and disposal organizations and to ensure proper
waste treatment. Through the revisions, the EPA also aims to carry out the tracking of the products made
from recycled materials and to implement the transparency of waste clearance fees.

To promote resource recycling and reuse, waste
is allowed to be made into products as long as the
disposal organization obtains a waste disposal
permit with the standards, usage, and flow of
the recycled product labelled on it. Therefore, to
reduce the concern of reusing waste and to ensure
recycled products are manufactured properly, the
EPA has reinforced the regulations on the reporting
of flow records of recycled products through these
amendments.
To prevent negative competition in the charge of the
service between disposal/clearance organizations,
an addendum was also made to the Regulations
that stipulates disposal/clearance organizations shall
publish information on the fees for their service and
6

other related details for the commissioning parties’
convenience.
The Regulations have been amended three times
since first promulgated in 2001. To strengthen
the management of recycled products put out by
disposal organizations and to stabilize the market
prices of waste disposal service, the EPA has
amended the Regulations to better adapt to the
current society. The main points of the amendments
are as follows:
1) Application for the establishment approval
documents for disposal organizations shall now
also submit the following documents: cost analysis
for the establishment and the operation plan. The
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requirements for installing surveillance system have
also been revised.
2) Regulations on the monitoring records of the
derivative wastes produced by disposing hazardous
industrial waste have been added.
Those applying for the issuance or extension of
a disposal permit shall now also submit a quality
management plan for both the waste accepted and
produced and an operation management plan.
3) The validity period for the first permit has been
updated and the timing to apply and review the
permit extension has been revised. According to
the amendments, the expiration date of the permit
will still take effect even if the issuing authority has
not made a decision by then. Those applying for an
extension should conduct operational tests on the
waste disposal equipment.
4) Those applying for an extension of clearance or
disposal permits shall submit the proof of being a
local union member.

July 2018

5) Disposal organizations shall preserve and report
their operating records based on their quality
management plan for both the waste accepted and
produced and their operation management plan. The
disposal organizations shall also provide surveillance
video for the inspections by the competent authority
or enforcement authority.
6) Clearance/disposal organizations shall publish
information on the fees of their service and shall not
charge more than the published fees.
7) An addition to the required measures to be taken
when the disposal organizations that are approved
to operate produce recycled goods.
8) If the permit of a clearance/disposal organization
is canceled or revoked, the organization may not
use the same/similar organization name or use the
same VAT number to apply for the permit again
within the next five years.

Water

19 Coastal Municipalities Go Plastic-Free for World Oceans Day

I

n response to the U.N.’s World Oceans Day on 8 June, the EPA brought together over 8,000 people from
19 coastal cities and counties across the nation on 9 June. As part of that effort, the EPA called on 376
divers and an environmental fleet consisting of 281 ships to work together in order to collect trash from the
ocean, whether on the ocean floor or floating on the surface. In total, the teams collected 16.24 metric tons
of garbage from the ocean that day. To show the EPA’s commitment to having a plastic-free ocean, results
from the clean-up effort have been regularly updated and compiled on the “Plastic Free Ocean” Facebook
page.

The main locale for this year’s World Oceans Day
was Suogang Fishing Harbor in Penghu County.
The event was inaugurated by EPA Minister YingYuan Lee; Hsiang-Wen Huang, the Director of the
Ocean Conservation Administration, Ocean Affairs
Council; Zi-Chang Liao, Chief Secretary of the
Fisheries Agency (FA), Council of Agriculture; Yao
Yang, legislative representative for Penghu County;
Kuang-Fu Chen, Magistrate of Penghu County; and
Shuang-Quan Chen, Deputy Speaker for Penghu
County Council.
Minister Lee gave a speech, stressing that the issue
of plastic waste in the ocean has already attracted
considerable attention globally. Taiwan’s focus on
creating a clear timetable for reducing single-use

plastic products has gained international affirmation.
For example with plastic straws, the EPA published a
draft regulation online that would restrict government
departments, public/private schools, department
stores and shopping centers from using singleuse plastic straws for individuals drinking at those
locations. Through multiple strategies like regular
communication and promoting waste prevention, the
seas around Taiwan will have less plastic waste and
become even more beautiful.
The EPA noted that this year coincides with the
20th anniversary of the establishment of The Most
Beautiful Bays in the World. This year’s congress
will be held in Penghu in September, and provide
the county with the opportunity to welcome visitors
7
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from around the world. As part of providing a warm
welcome for this congress, the FA provided NT$19
million to Penghu County Government in order
to clean up fishing nets from the ocean floor. The
EPA also provided over NT$32 million earmarked
for cleaning up garbage from the ocean floor
and over NT$66 million from the Offshore Island
Development Fund, totaling NT$110 million for the
removal of fishing nets and garbage from the ocean.
Around one metric ton of fishing nets was removed
from Suogang Fishing Harbor on World Oceans
Day alone. In the future, the EPA hopes that, with
continued cooperation, the issue of fishing nets and
floating garbage in Penghu County will be solved.
Other than the event being undertaken by divers
and boat teams to clean the ocean floor, there was
also a display of artwork made from trash collected

in the ocean. The event did not provide any singleuse utensils. Instead, organizers provided utensils
for rent and had stalls selling unpackaged goods
in order to encourage people to get involved in a
lifestyle that relies less on single-use plastic items,
thus reducing the amount of plastic waste that ends
up in the ocean.
The EPA called together 19 coastal counties and
cities to organize a series of activities for World
Ocean Day. It hopes to steadily reach the goal of
a plastic-free ocean by cleaning up plastic waste
hotspots in the ocean, promoting the reduction
of single-use plastic products, inter-departmental
cooperation, subsidies from diverse sources,
and encouraging people to participate in various
activities.

EPA Minister Ying-Yuan Lee (third from
the left) and participants assist in pulling
fishing nets from Rui-an No. 6

Water

Revisions to the Types, Scope, and Scale of Enterprises for
Review of Water Pollution Control Measure Plans Announced

T

he EPA announced revisions to the Types, Scope, and Scale of Enterprises, Scope, and Scale for
Review of Water Pollution Control Measures ( 應先檢具水污染防治措施計畫之事業種類、範圍及規模 )
on 21 June 2018. This revision was done to match the Water Pollution Control Measure Plans ( 水污染防治
措施計畫 ). The EPA revised the differences between three grades of applicants for approval into specific,
general, and simple. Enterprises within the final category are exempt from a review of water pollution control
measures. The volume threshold for general targets of regulation was adjusted. In addition, serious offenders
and high risk polluters were added as a target for review of water pollution control measure plans in order to
implement appropriate regulations.

8

Vol. XXI Issue 07

Electronic Environmental Policy Monthly

According to Article 13 of the Water Pollution
Control Act ( 水 污 染 防 治 法 ), enterprises prior to
establishment or modification must submit plans and
related documents for water pollution prevention.
These documents are to be submitted to the
competent authorities for a municipality, county
or city, or agency commissioned by the central
competent authority for review and approval. The
above-mentioned types, scopes, and scale are
designated by the EPA in consultation with the
industry competent authorities.
The types, scope, and scale of industries that
should be reviewed was first announced by the
EPA on 29 June 1999 and has since undergone
five amendments. As the Water Pollution Control
Measure Plans are part of each enterprise’s design,
enterprises must obtain a permit upon being
approved to complete construction. The second
stage of review creates a burden for small, lawabiding enterprises. Such a review also wastes
administrative resources. Thus, there is a necessity
to simplify the review process for enterprises of a
smaller scale and focus resources on medium-tolarge scale enterprises and serious offenders.
Revisions thus were made in correspondence
with the Water Pollution Control Measure Plans.
The categories of enterprises were revised to
feature three groups for the approval process and
regulation: specific, general, and simple. The simple
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category is to be exempt from review. The volume
threshold for general targets of regulation was
adjusted. In addition, serious offenders and high risk
polluters were added as a target for review of water
pollution control measure plans. Upon implementing
these revisions, the targets for reviewing water
pollution control plans are as follows:
1. The Water Pollution Act, Article 14-1, Paragraph
1: The EPA designates the enterprises which must
disclose the pollutants in discharged wastewater
along with the concentration and quantity.
2. General targets are defined as having plans or
actually producing wastewater, sewage or sludge of
100m3 per day (metric tons/day). Or they produce
raw sewage (sludge) containing materials specified
in Article 3, Table 2 of the Regulations Governing
Establishment and Management for Responsible
Wastewater Treatment Units and Personnel ( 廢
（ 污 ） 水 處 理 專 責 單 位 或 人 員 設 置 及 管 理 辦 法 ),
which exceed the effluent standards. It also includes
serious offenders with a shutdown due to layoffs,
serious violations or false reporting.
3. Enterprises that produce wastewater, leak
w a s t e w a t e r, o r f a i l t o a d d c o o l i n g w a t e r t o
wastewater, and channel it into underground water
systems designated for industrial areas.

Water

Revisions to the Water Pollution Control Act Announced

A

rticles were added to the Water Pollution Control Act ( 水污染防治法 ) to refine the management of water
quality. These revisions were done under the President’s order on 13 June 2018. The purposes of the
revisions were to “adjust the targets for collecting water pollution control fees,” “improve regulations against
and fines for wastewater or sludge entering groundwater bodies,” as well as “adding a basis for punishing
deteriorating water quality within a certain period.”
The EPA noted that fees for water pollution control
are set forth on the principle that polluters should pay
in hopes of using the system to reduce the amount
of pollutant discharge. The average household,
when compared to an enterprise, is largely unable
to install the proper equipment to improve the
discharge of wastewater. Therefore, collecting a fee
from this sort of unit will have limited results in terms
of restricting the discharge of pollution.

Fully improving wastewater discharge from
households requires the installation of thorough
sewage systems. However, a public sewage system
is a public construction service that the government
provides. To collect water pollution fees from
households is clearly unfair. Government policy
should focus on encouraging local governments
to proactively construct sewage systems, as the
construction of sewers is the responsibility of local
governments. Local governments should also
9
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increase the number of households that can connect
to the system and collect usage fees.
Based on the above-mentioned considerations, the
EPA made revisions to regulations for water pollution
fees found in Articles 11 and 44 of the Water
Pollution Control Act. The key points of the revisions
are as follows:
1. The targets for collecting household water
pollution fees have been revised to be households
that have not complied and connected to the sewer
system within the usage areas of sewage systems
as announced in the Sewerage Act ( 下 水 道 法 ).
Public and community-use sewage systems are
excluded.
2. In accordance with the Sewerage Act and
the Local Government Act ( 地 方 制 度 法 ), the
construction and management of sewage
systems as well as the collection of fees are the
responsibility of local governments. There are
significant differences between sewage systems
constructed in different counties or cities. Local
governments are authorized to collect household
water pollution fees and impose penalties in order
to have fee collection based on local conditions
and carried out with the usage fees for the area’s
sewage system. In addition, the revisions adjust
the rate of water pollution fees for households to be
equal with the fees for sewage system usage. This
change can lower the costs of tax collections, raise
administrative efficacy and reduce frustrations from
incorrect calculations for fees.

3. The entire collected household water pollution
fees go to local governments. The fees are to be
used for sewage system construction and improving
household wastewater.
Groundwater is an important water resource, and in
some regions it is used for fisheries and agriculture
or serves as a source for drinking water. In order
to prevent wastewater and sewage from entering
groundwater bodies and affecting water sources,
the EPA removed regulations tied to applying for
permits to inject wastewater into groundwater. The
highest fine for illegally injecting wastewater into
groundwater bodies is NT$6 million. Regulations
were added regarding punishments for wastewater
or sewage containing substances harmful to human
health being injected to groundwater bodies.
The offender will be subject to one year to seven
years imprisonment and detention and/or a fine of
NT$200,000 to NT$20 million.
Besides these revisions, in terms of practical
management of wastewater, the EPA added a
basis for punishments tied to the limited period for
improving water deterioration. When an enterprise
discharges wastewater and sewage with emission
concentration or the hydrogen ion concentration
index exceeding those of the original discharged
being punished, it will be fined for each excess.
This will prevent enterprises from not improving or
controlling the pollution during the improvement
period.

Chemicals

EPA and MOHW Jointly Inspect Chemical Raw Material Industry

T

he EPA, assigned by the Office of Food Safety (OFS), the Executive Yuan, launched with the Ministry
of Health and Welfare (MOHW) the 2018 Joint Action Plan for Inspecting Chemical Raw Material
Enterprises That Also Sell Food Additives (107 年兼售食品添加物之化工原料業者專案聯合稽查行動計畫 ).
Control measures that increase environmental and sanitary inspections will be used to prevent non-food
grade chemicals from entering the food production chain systematically to ensure food safety and citizens’
health.
The EPA stated that the OFS maps out main
inspections every year to prevent future food
safety incidents. This year the OFS specifically
required the EPA to collaborate with the MOHW to
conduct joint inspections on chemical raw material
enterprises that also sell food additives. A total of
10

268 enterprises were picked out for inspections.
With inspections and assistance, it is hoped to
increase voluntary management efficiency to prevent
abuse and misuse of non-food grade chemicals to
safeguard citizens’ health.
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The EPA pointed out that cross-departmental
inspection has been carried out on 57 chemicals
with risks on food safety since February 2017.
All chemical raw material enterprises were first
targeted for inspections and promotion of four major
managements to increase risk awareness. A total
of 3,117 enterprises were visited in 2017, and 901
inspections had been carried out by the end of
June 2018. Many enterprises were discovered to
still have room for improvement on management.
Many of them, who also sell food grade additives,
considered that their products were for industrial
use and thus did not register and report data on
MOHW’s Food and Drug Enterprise Registration
Platform. It is against the principle of the Act
Governing Food Safety and Sanitation ( 食 品 安 全
衛 生 管 理 法 ), which focuses on tracking the food
flow. Also, these enterprises may cause food safety
risks like chemical raw material misuse or abuse
downstream due to poor management from lack of
competent authorities’ supervisions, assistance, and
information.
The EPA stressed that the Plan is a collaboration
between and carried out by the central and
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regional governments. They are respectively in
charge of inspecting enterprises’ management
of toxic chemicals, providing assistance on
voluntary chemical management, food enterprise
registration, random inspections for labels of food
additive products, and food additive management.
Environmental agencies will put all of their
inspection forces on 13 toxic chemicals with risks
on food safety announced on 25 September 2017.
Enterprises should follow all regulations and fulfill all
requirements before the deadlines. Failing to do so
will result in fines from NT$60,000 to NT$500,000
according to the Toxic Chemical Substance Control
Act ( 毒物化學物質管理法 ).
Both the EPA and MOHW emphasized their
determination to continue close collaborations
on tightened chemical substance management.
Operation, controls, and flow tracking on toxic
chemicals, chemical raw materials, and food
additives are also strengthened. If discovered, all
illegal operations and additions will be punished
in accordance with the Toxic Chemical Substance
Control Act and the Act Governing Food Safety and
Sanitation.

Director Fuu Sheu of the OFS (second from the left), Director Yen-Ju Hsieh
of the Toxic and Chemical Substances Bureau, along with representatives of
the Food and Drug Administration and Council of Agriculture launched joint
inspections
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Chemicals

Sudan Red and 15 Chemicals Declared As Toxic

O

n 28 June 2018, the EPA declared 16 chemicals as toxic chemicals. They include 14 dyes that may
be illegally added into animal feeds or food like Sudan Red and two persistent organic pollutants that
cannot be easily broken down, lauric acid and perfluorooctanoic acid.

The EPA stated that these 14 materials, including
Sudan Red, are chemical dyes. Some enterprises
put them into food or feeds illegally to save costs or
make products more appealing, resulting in human
health risks. For example, Sudan Red is applied in
coloring of furniture paint, shoe oil, floor wax, car
wax, and fat for industrial use as it does not fade
easily despite its high cost. In 2017, it was found
in duck eggs sold on markets during governmentinitiated inspections.
The EPA pointed out that these 14 substances
with risks to food safety are announced as toxic
chemicals after careful evaluation of the first
announcement of 13 substances as toxic chemicals
in 2017. It aims to track its use and flow via crossdepartmental collaboration and the announced
control mechanism for approval, registration, and
labelling. Investigations will be carried out to track
sources and ascertain whether additives are sold to
food-producing enterprises once they are found in
food products. Sanitary agencies will also be notified
to impose penalties based on the Toxic Chemical
Substance Control Act.
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The announcement also placed two persistent
organic pollutants, lauric acid and perfluorooctanoic
acid, on the control list. The EPA mentioned that
lauric acid is mainly used in treating textile and
leather preservation and has been listed for future
elimination by the Stockholm Convention. Despite
ongoing debate on whether to ban it or limit its
production, perfluorooctanoic acid is declared as a
Class 4 toxic chemical substance to be aligned with
the latest international trend. Future control will be
tightened depending on the Convention’s evaluation
result.
The EPA reminded that production, import, sales,
use, and storage of these 16 substances all need
to obtain approval in advance and also file regular
reports. All enterprises are to complete various
requirements before deadlines, including regular
reporting by 1 January 2019, labeling by 1 July
2019, and obtaining approval documents by 1
January 2020. Production, import, and sales without
following the above regulations will lead to fines
ranging from NT$60,000 to NT$5,000,000.
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