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Dr. Kuo-Yen Wei Takes Over as EPA Minister
On 3 March 2014, Dr. Kuo-Yen Wei took over as head of the EPA. During the inauguration ceremony,
Minister Wei indicated that he was ready to apply his lifetime of experience and expertise in the fields of
geology, marine science, biogeochemical cycles, ecology and meteorology to the task of protecting Taiwan’s
environment. He particularly stressed the need for the new Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
to be quickly established so that Taiwan’s vision of environmental protection could be expanded and to stride
toward sustainable development.

A

t the inauguration ceremony, outgoing minister Stephen Shu-hung Shen - who
was in office for over five years and nine months - handed over the Ministerial
Seal of Office to Dr. Wei, previously a professor in the Department of Geosciences
at National Taiwan University. The ceremony symbolized the continuing efforts
in the mission of protecting Taiwan’s environment and pursuing sustainable
development.
Eco-warrior Hands Over to Multi-Discipline Scholar
Supervising the handover ceremony was Dr. Shi-Shuenn Chen, a minister without
portfolio. He praised Dr. Wei for his academic achievements, his experience in

Dr. Kuo-Yen Wei
takes the post of
EPA Minister

In This Issue
Feature Article: Dr. Kuo-Yen Wei Takes Over as EPA Minister..........................................................................................................................1
Regulations for Distribution of Water Pollution Control Fees Drafted...............................................................................................................3
Multiple Management Measures Abate Construction Noise.............................................................................................................................4
Standards for Special Industrial Park Buffer Zones and Installation of Air Monitoring Facilities Revised.....................................................5
Revisions to Glass Industry Nitrous Oxides Emission Standards Preannounced...........................................................................................6
Green IT Products Enjoy Discounted Recycling Fee Rates as of March 2014.................................................................................................7
Revisions to Management Regulations for Recycling Enterprises Handling Regulated Recyclable Waste Preannounced.......................8
Expanded List of Designated Enterprises under Waste Disposal Act Steps Up Responsibilities of Businesses.........................................8
Environmental Education Life-Long Learning Passports Rolled Out...............................................................................................................9
First Free Electric Two-Wheeled Vehicle Test Rides Held in New Taipei City..................................................................................................9
Clean Development and Carbon Credit Management Strategic Alliance Formally Established..................................................................10
News Briefs....................................................................................................................................................................................................11

2
Environmental Policy Monthly
March 2014
government both at the central and local levels,
the University of California, Santa Barbara, and once
and his expertise spanning the fields of geology,
served as an assistant professor at Yale University’s
marine science, biogeochemical cycles, ecology and
Department of Geology and Geophysics. In terms
meteorology. Minister Chen pointed out that during
of administrative experience, Minister Wei has also
Dr. Wei’s time as a university professor, he set up
been Vice Chairman of the Research, Development
an introductory course in Earth System Science and
and Evaluation Commission, Executive Yuan,
also published the first textbook in Taiwan on the
and Chairman of the Research, Development
subject of global change, An Introduction to Global
and Evaluation Commission of the Taipei City
Environmental Change, which is still being used in
Government. Immediately before accepting the
universities. He called Minister Wei an outstanding
position of EPA Minister, he was a professor in the
scholar, one of the few in Taiwan who possess multiDepartment of Geosciences at National Taiwan
disciplinary expertise concerning the atmosphere,
University and an adjunct research fellow at the
hydrosphere, biosphere and geosphere. Minister
Academia Sinica’s Institute of Earth Sciences.
Chen also had kind words for outgoing Minister
Shen, calling him an eco-warrior and praising his
Pushing for the Establishment of the Ministry of
achievements in the key areas of air, water and ecoEnvironment and Natural Resources to Drive toward
labeling during his time in office.
Sustainable Development
Inter-disciplinary Expert to be a New Force for the
Establishment of the Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources
Minister Wei has a doctorate in oceanography from
Rhode Island University, USA. He also did postdoctoral research in the field of marine science at

During his inauguration speech, Minister Wei said that
from the very first day that he began studying geology,
he had been preparing for the day when he could put
his knowledge to good use. Now, 43 years later, he
was being given the chance to put his expertise to the
service of Taiwan.

Minister Wei (right) and former minister Stephen Shu-hung Shen (left) at the handover
ceremony
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As Minister Wei pointed out, restructuring the EPA
involves coordinating mergers with other government
agencies to form the Ministry of Environment and
Natural Resources. The other agencies in question
include: the Ministry of Economic Affairs’ Water
Resources Agency, Department of Mines, Bureau of
Mine, and Central Geological Survey; the Soil and
Water Conservation Bureau and the Forestry Bureau
under the Council of Agriculture; the Ministry of the
Interior’s Construction and Planning Agency; and
the Ministry of Transportation and Communications’
Central Weather Bureau. Integrating human resources
from different agencies to form a new team presents a
huge challenge for the new ministry.
Minister Wei said that the forthcoming Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources will have a much
broader range of missions, covering tasks related to
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weather, water resources, environmental protection,
natural resources, land and water conservation, and
national parks. However, upgrading the EPA into the
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources is still
facing the last mile challenge. Minister Wei said that
he would do his best to complete the transition in the
very near future.
The thorniest challenge for the new ministry is
integrating the various government agencies. As
Minister Wei pointed out, having environmentrelated affairs and programs split between numerous
government agencies is not cost effective. He
also promised to apply his expertise in the fields
of geology, marine science, biogeochemical
cycles, ecology and meteorology to lead Taiwan’s
environmental protection work to a broader vision and
move toward sustainable development.

Water Quality

Regulations for Distribution of Water Pollution Control
Fees Drafted
The Water Pollution Control Act authorizes the EPA to collect water pollution control fees from water users
based upon the quality and quantity of the wastewater that they discharge. In order that the fees collected go
toward helping local governments undertake water pollution control work, the EPA has formulated the Regulations Governing Distribution of Water Pollution Control Fees between Central and Local Governments to provide the legal basis for the distribution of said fees.

A

rticle 11 of the Water Pollution Control Act
authorizes the central competent authority to
collect water pollution control fees from enterprises,
sewage systems and households that discharge
wastewater or sewage into surface water bodies
based on their discharge water quality and water
volume, or based on their discharge water quality and
water volume as determined through a calculation
method designated by the said authority. Paragraph 5
in the same article of the act also states that collected
fees should be distributed between the central and
local governments in accordance with the needs
of each city and county as decided by the central
competent authority.
The Regulations Governing Distribution of Water
Pollution Control Fees between Central and Local

Governments will become the legal basis on which the
EPA will distribute water pollution control fees once
they have been collected. The regulations contain six
articles, which primarily cover the following:
1) Items determined as being necessary for water
pollution control work (Article 2).
2) The proportions of the collected water pollution
control fees that the competent authorities in each city
or county will receive (Article 3).
3) Timetables and content of water pollution control
plans that the competent authorities in each city or
county must submit (Article 4).
4) That the central competent authority may specially
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allocate budget for each local competent authority to 3) Other operational needs as determined by the
cover administration costs incurred based upon the central competent authority. As stated in Article 11
water pollution control plans submitted (Article 5).
Paragraph 5 of the Water Pollution Control Act, the
allocation of water pollution control fees is to be
Article 2 of the regulations stipulate that collected determined by the water pollution control needs of
fees should be distributed between local government local government competent authorities.
competent authorities in accordance with their water
pollution control needs, as decided by the central The regulations also stipulate that local government
competent authority according to the following:
competent authorities should submit their annual
water pollution control implementation plans by
1) The results of evaluation of water pollution control March of every year. The content of said plans must
performance.
be submitted to the central competent authority and
should include the main pollution prevention tasks,
2) Water pollution control implementing plans.
measures, expected benefits, details of costs, and a
budget report.

Noise Control

Multiple Management Measures Abate Construction
Noise
In 2013, the EPA began implementing its Construction Noise Control Plan, which involves adopting a variety
of measures such as noise reduction negotiations, inspection patrols and guidance, and unannounced inspections. These approaches have so far effectively reduced, by an estimated 3,000 annually, construction noise
complaints that would otherwise have been received by the EPA.

T

he plan has a stated target of achieving zero
growth in the number of construction noise
complaints within three years. In 2013, officials from
local environmental protection bureaus held 90
negotiation meetings and conducted 2,000 scheduled
visits and 2,000 unannounced inspections at
construction sites.
In 2013, the EPA received a total of 18,990
construction noise-related complaints, a slight
increase on the 18,931 received in 2012. However,
in recent years, the number of construction-related
noise complaints has increased by 17% per year,
which means that if the EPA hadn’t adopted the
above measures the total for 2013 could have been
as high as 22,149. This reduction by around 3,000
related complaints received by the EPA shows that
the measures are effective.
Last year, local environmental protection bureaus
combined the construction site noise inspection
patrol with the fugitive dust inspection patrol. By

adopting proactive measures such as noise reduction
negotiation, inspection patrols and guidance, and
unannounced inspections for sites responsible for
large numbers of complaints, it expects to reduce
noise at source, thereby mitigating the construction
noise pollution problem.
The five cities and counties that showed the
greatest reductions in noise complaints in 2013
were Kaohsiung City, Taipei City, Keelung City,
Nantou County and Tainan City. The three cities and
counties that showed the greatest increases in noise
complaints in 2013 were New Taipei City, Taichung
City and Taoyuan County.
EPA statistics for noise complaints over the last few
years indicated that from 2006 to 2013, the number
of complaints received rose steadily at an average
rate of 10% annually. The number of construction
noise complaints also rose annually at a rate of
17%, reaching over 20,000 in 2010 and overtaking
entertainment industry noise complaints to top the
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list. Ninety percent of these complaints were from
the residents of the five largest cities plus Taoyuan
County, clear proof that construction noise has
become an issue of serious concern for Taiwan’s
urban residents.
Analysis of construction noise complaints also
showed that around one third of the complaints
related to road works, which is probably due to the
fact that many road works take place at night. In
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order to improve road work noise control the EPA
has decided to manufacture and employ portable
noise screens, an approach used in Japan in minor
road works. Tests done in Japan have shown that
using such screens can reduce noise levels by about
ten decibels. The EPA will be promoting the use
of portable noise screens, and will be asking local
government environmental protection bureaus to
require enterprises responsible for nighttime road
work complaints to use these screens to effectively
reduce nighttime noise pollution.

Air Quality

Standards for Special Industrial Park Buffer Zones and
Installation of Air Monitoring Facilities Revised
In order to make the regulations controlling air quality monitoring more comprehensive and to reduce risks to
public health, the EPA has revised the Standards for Special Industrial Park Buffer Zones and Installation of Air
Monitoring Facilities.

C

onsidering that air pollution from special
industrial parks may sometimes be emitted
in large volumes or have a complex chemical
composition, the EPA has revised the Standards for
Special Industrial Park Buffer Zones and Installation
of Air Monitoring Facilities. The main points of the
revisions are as follows:
1. Article 15 of the Air Pollution Control Act requires
that efforts be made to reduce the impact on air
quality and public health from pollutants emitted by
development activity in special industrial parks. To this
end and to ensure that the buffer zones and air quality
monitoring facilities set up by special industrial park
developers accord with EPA regulatory standards,
the EPA now requires developers to submit to their
local government competent authority a buffer zone
and air quality monitoring facility installation plan.
Development activities can only begin in the zones
after such plan has been approved.
2. Regulations have also been added to cover review
procedures and timetables for such plan in order
to improve administrative efficiency and regulatory
oversight.
3. As the revisions require much more frequent
monitoring of a greater number of items to be done

by more monitoring stations, the EPA has given
special industrial parks established by 22 September
2012 a reasonable grace period to adapt to the new
regime.
4. The period for which monitoring data must be kept
has been extended from three years to five years to
allow competent authorities to conduct more effective
audits when necessary.
5. To facilitate better control over air quality,
regulations have been added to ensure the online
availability of data from all local authority monitoring
stations and to cover data submission procedures for
data handlers.
In order to reduce public concerns about health risks
and environmental impact, air quality monitoring in
special industrial parks is an absolute necessity.
The EPA is urging the relevant developers to fulfill
their obligations to protect the environment and
undertake air quality monitoring in accordance with
the aforementioned standards.
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Air Quality

Revisions to Glass Industry Nitrous Oxides Emission
Standards Preannounced
To bring emission standards and regulatory controls more into line with current emission control requirements,
and thus further reduce air pollutants, the EPA has drawn up a draft revision of the Glass Industry Nitrous Oxides Emission Standards.

T

he Glass Industry Nitrous Oxides Emission
Standards were first formulated and promulgated
in 1993, and have been in effect for over 18 years.
Apart from a single revision in 1999 to make the
standards consistent with the Air Pollution Control
Act, the emission maximum values have not been
otherwise adjusted. However, techniques developed
overseas for controlling glass firing and treating
exhaust gases have advanced significantly in recent
years, and the actual emissions concentrations
from Taiwan’s glass factories are already in accord
with the current standards. Taking this into account,

Glass fiber manufacturing procedure

Glass fiber manufacturing procedure

and after examining the emissions standards of
developed nations, the available control technology
and the results of a cost-benefit analysis, the EPA
decided to revise the Glass Industry Nitrous Oxides
Emission Standards. The revisions will bring about
reductions in overall air pollution caused by the glass
industry, particularly fine particulate matter and their
precursors.
The main points of the revisions are as follows:
1) Tighter restrictions for new smelters include

Vol. XVII Issue 3, 2014

Environmental Policy Monthly
3

particulate matter maximums going from 50 mg/Nm
to 25 mg/Nm3; SOx from 300 ppm for both solid and
liquid fuel to 60 ppm. For existing glass smelters,
particulate matter maximums will go from 100 mg/Nm3
to 50 mg/Nm3 and SOx from 300 ppm to 100 ppm.
2) For new smelters that use air-assisted combustion,
a single NOx standard of 180 ppm from the date of
announcement will henceforth be used. For existing
furnaces, the new standards will be enforced in stages
to give manufacturers reasonable time to adjust. For
existing furnaces that use air-assisted combustion
the maximum value will be 300 ppm, which will be
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further reduced to 180 ppm from 1 January 2019
or if shutdown maintenance to the smelters is
undertaken.
3) For new electric smelters and new smelters that
use pure oxygen combustion or oxygen-enriched
combustion, the maximum value for NOx has been set
at 3 kg per tonne of smelted glass, effective from the
date of announcement. For existing smelters of these
types the maximum has been set at 6 kg per tonne of
smelted glass, which will then be tightened to 3 kg per
tonne of smelted glass from 1 January 2016.

Recycling

Green IT Products Enjoy Discounted Recycling Fee Rates
as of March 2014
In order to encourage greener design of IT products and as a result of tablet computers and external hard
drives being declared recyclable items, the EPA has announced revisions to the IT Products Recycling Fee
Rates. Green IT products will henceforth enjoy a 30% discount on recycling fee rates and a recycling fee rate
for tablet computers has also been added. The revisions took effect on 1 March 2014.

T

he revisions are in response to the international
trends in strengthening the management and
recycling of mercury containing substances and the
difficulty in classifying new IT products that continue
to come onto the market. The revisions to the Scope
of Responsible Enterprises for Recyclable Products or
Containers includes a 30% discount in the recycling
fee rates for green IT products that carry the Green
Mark or Energy Label, and a 5% discount for such
printers.
Concordant with the revisions to the scope of
responsible enterprise is the addition of a new fee rate
for tablet computers that has been set at NT$25.3 per
unit. External hard drives have also been added to the
category of hard disc drives and will have the same
fee rate as hard disc drives. “Monitors,” redefined as
image output devices that have a diagonal width of 27
inches or less, will be subject to the same regulations
with an unchanged fee rate. Meanwhile, image
output devices with a diagonal width over 27 inches
are classified as televisions under the electrical and
electronic appliances category.

On the list of announced recyclable items, the IT
products section includes portable computers,
casings, motherboards, monitors, hard disc drives,
printers, power supply units and keyboards.
Manufacturers or importers of recyclable items are
required to register each item within two months
of initial manufacture or import. They are also
required within 15 days after making their bimonthly
business tax declarations to report to the EPA details
of production/import volumes of the previous two
months, and to pay a recycling fee accordingly.
Enterprises that have queries about recycling matters
can refer to the information on the recycling business
reporting webpage or call the EPA’s recycling
services hotline at 0800-085717.

Environmental Policy Monthly

8

March 2014

Recycling

Revisions to Management Regulations for Recycling
Enterprises Handling Regulated Recyclable Waste
Preannounced
To continue strengthening the management of the recycling industry, the EPA periodically reviews and revises
the relevant regulations to ensure that operators are protecting the environment at every stage of their operations. The EPA also simplifies registration procedures to improve administrative efficiency.

T

he primary aim of the revisions is to clarify
which types of recycling enterprise have to
register with the EPA. Any recycling enterprise
that only collects and stores end-of-life vehicles
without disassembling them must register with the
EPA, regardless of the size of their premises. To
ensure that enterprises handle recycling operations
appropriately and efficiently, the registration review
process will be in two stages – establishment and
test runs – and permits for establishment will expire
after three years. Regulations have also been added
to cover the documents that must be submitted with
registration applications. The application procedure for
modification has been revised as well. The revisions
will allow the EPA greater understanding and control
over ongoing recycling operations.

In order to simplify procedures and reduce application
review times, enterprises will no longer need to submit
additional copies of documents that are accessible in
digital forms on information platforms belonging to any
government agency. The revision also stipulates that
reviews for premises where an on-site inspection is
not deemed necessary must be completed within 30
days.
The EPA also reminds end-of-life vehicle recycling
enterprises that had been established before the
revision but were not registered, that they must
register with the EPA within six months of the
regulations taking effect. Details of the revisions can
be viewed and downloaded from the EPA’s news
website: http://ivy5.epa.gov.tw/enews/fact_index.
asp.

Waste Management

Expanded List of Designated Enterprises under Waste
Disposal Act Steps Up Responsibilities of Businesses
To ensure that businesses properly dispose of the waste they produce, the EPA has decided that stricter management is needed for waste disposal and final destinations for waste, and has thus announced additions to
the list of enterprises in Article 2 Paragraph 1 Subparagraph 2 of the Waste Disposal Act (廢棄物清理法). The
enterprises added to the list include any enterprise that removes soil from a soil or groundwater polluted site,
operators of excavated soil storage sites, medical laboratories, medical care radiological clinics and public sewage treatment plants.

T

he polluted soil removed for treatment from
soil and groundwater polluted sites, the waste
created by excavated soil storage sites, and the
hazardous wastes from medical laboratories and
medical care radiological clinics are all deemed by the
EPA to require stricter management of their disposal
flow, and are hence added to the list of designated
enterprises. Public sewage treatment plants, which

create about 70,000 tonnes of sludge per year, are
also added to the list because they need to submit
water pollution control measure plans along with
reporting effluent discharges. This addition to the list
will put all industries on the same scale in terms of
environmental management.
The EPA intends to give the aforementioned
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enterprises sufficient time to adapt before enforcing
the regulations: Enterprises that remove soil from a
soil or groundwater polluted site will have until 1 July
2014; enterprises in the other three categories will
have until 1 July 2014. After the deadlines expire, they
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will be expected to fully comply with waste storage,
clearance, dispose and reuse regulations. Details of
the above regulations have been published at http://
ivy5.epa.gov.tw/epalaw/index.aspx.

Environmental education

Environmental Education Life-Long Learning Passports
Rolled Out
On 1 March 2014, the EPA formally launched a series of events to promote its Environmental Education LifeLong Learning Passport. All members of Taiwan society are eligible to apply for a learning passport, and anyone or any organization that actively promotes environmental education and undertakes life-long learning will
have a chance to win cash prizes. More details can be found on the EPA’s dedicated environmental education
life-long learning website: http://elearn.epa.gov.tw/.

T

here are four types of awards for learning
passport holders: the Valid Passport Award, the
Bring a Friend Award, the Individual Diligence Award
and the Award for Organizations Holding Classes.
The scheme aims to provide a systematic and stepby-step approach to environmental education lifelong learning for members of the general public.
Therefore, the learning credits will not be given for
lessons taken more than once by the same individual,
and environmental education organizations are
also encouraged to hold more classes to provide
opportunities for more people to come into contact
with environmental education.

The Individual Diligence Award is based upon a
system of five more advanced grades: Bronze, Silver,
Gold, Platinum and Diamond. For example, for people
who get the learning passports in 2014 and then
attend 200 hours of environmental education classes
with a maximum of 40 hours annually, the earliest time
they could get a Bronze Individual Diligence Award
would be in 2019. The silver, gold, platinum and
diamond levels are based on the same principle, and
each person can only gain one award for each level,
with the intention of nudging people toward life-long
environmental learning.

Air Quality

First Free Electric Two-Wheeled Vehicle Test Rides Held
in New Taipei City
In collaboration with a private-sector enterprise, the EPA held free electric two-wheeled vehicle test rides in
New Taipei City from 20 February 2014, to demonstrate the workings of the electric vehicle battery swapping
system.

O

n 18 February, the EPA and CityPower Co.
jointly kicked off a one-month free test ride for
electric two-wheeled vehicles in New Taipei City
to demonstrate the battery swapping system. The
activity gives the public a chance to test ride electric
two-wheeled vehicles (including electric motorcycles,

electric bicycles, and power-assisted bicycles) and
gain an understanding of the battery swapping
system. The test rides were available through 19
March, with 100 electric two-wheeled vehicles made
available at ten different locations for members of the
public to try out. In tandem with the activity, the EPA
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also implemented a one-month problem diagnosis test rides at ten of the 30 existing battery swapping
project, part of which was to invite opinions from those stations in Banchiao, Hsinchuang, Luchou, Shulin and
who have test ridden the vehicles.
Sanchong. During the first stage of the project 100
electric two-wheeled vehicles will be made available
The uptake of electric two-wheeled vehicles has for test rides; during the second and third stages
been hampered by the inconvenience of having to the vehicles available for test rides will gradually go
recharge batteries and the vehicles’ short ranges. To up to 600 for one year so that people can get a feel
overcome these problems the EPA has subsidized for these eco-friendly vehicles. More information on
the establishment of a battery swapping system, the test rides is available on the EPA website http://
with 30 stations run by CityPower Co. that are now mobile.epa.gov.tw/ec/cellexchange.html.
in operation. CityPower has been testing the battery
swapping system for some time already, but it is likely In addition to the test rides, the EPA has also been
some problems remain to be ironed out. To this end, thinking of other ways to encourage people to buy
the EPA is currently calling upon members of the electric motorcycles with universal batteries. For
public to report any problems they encounter with the example, the first 5,000 buyers of these motorcycles
system or give other suggestions for improvements to who also buy membership for CityPower’s battery
the EPA. People whose suggestions are implemented swapping system will receive a NT$10,000 rebate on
the cost of swapping batteries. In addition, the first
will be rewarded with convenience store vouchers.
2,500 buyers of electric bicycles who also become
In order that more people may have the chance members of CityPower’s battery swapping system will
to try out the electric two-wheeled vehicle and receive a NT$5,000 rebate on the cost of swapping
battery swapping system, the EPA has asked the batteries. The EPA is keen to quickly build up a critical
Taiwan Electric Vehicles Development Association mass of members, as this will facilitate assessing
to implement the EPA’s Battery Swapping System the technological and operational feasibility of the
Demonstration Project. This project, which began scheme.
on 20 February 2014, provides the public with free

Climate Change

Clean Development and Carbon Credit Management
Strategic Alliance Formally Established
On 18 February 2014, the EPA held an establishment ceremony for the Clean Development and Carbon Credit
Management Strategic Alliance, during which it announced that the Alliance had been formally established and
has started operation. Nearly 100 enterprises and organizations have responded favorably to the Alliance and
lent their support.

T

he purpose of the Alliance is to enhance carbon
reduction partnerships between the government
and the private sector and to promote the spread
and experience sharing of carbon reduction actions
among private enterprises. Under the advocacy of
the EPA, the Clean Development and Carbon Credit
Management Strategic Alliance kicked off its operation
in 2013 and has gained the support of nearly 100
private enterprises and corporate organizations since
then. To facilitate the full operation of the Alliance, the
EPA held an establishment ceremony on 18 February
2014, in which it announced that the Alliance had

formally started its operation.
Over recent years, the EPA has mapped out a
number of greenhouse gas management policies and
measures, including: a greenhouse gas inventory,
early action and offset projects, auditing systems
and carbon reduction labels, and others. The EPA
reports these policies and measures have attained
preliminary results. Now, with the establishment of
the Alliance, the EPA hopes to promote the bilateral
interaction between the government and the private
sector by providing local enterprises with carbon
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reduction technology and channels for information
and experience sharing, so that more enterprises can
be enticed to join the Alliance.
During the inauguration ceremony, three guests were
invited to give opening remarks: a representative from
the Ministry of Economic Affairs; Mr. Chris Wood,
representative of the British Trade and Culture Office;
and Mr. Giuseppe Izzo, Chairman of the European
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Sush-der Lee, Chairman
of the Taiwan Financial Services Roundtable; Mr.
Shih-Chun Hsu, Chair of the Taiwan Institute of
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Directors; Mr. Thomas Fann, President of Ford Lio Ho
Motor Company; and Mr. Sou-shan Wu, Chairman of
the GreTai Securities Market were also invited to give
keynote speeches and engaged in strategic dialogue
with Deputy Minister Shin-Cheng Yeh of the EPA.
Panel discussions were held on topics such as “Carbon
Market and Reduction Projects” and “Corporate Risk
Management under Climate Change.” Experts from
different fields were invited to share their opinions
on what actions domestic enterprises may take to
mitigate the impact of climate change.

Deputy Minister Shin-Cheng Yeh (center) engaged in strategic talks with the invited guests at
the Alliance establishment ceremony

News Briefs
Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Analysis and Auditing Organization Management Promulgated
In order to effectively administer greenhouse gas analysis and auditing, on 17 February 2013 the EPA promulgated
the Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Analysis and Auditing Organization Management, which took effect on the
same day. The guidelines form the legal basis for greenhouse gas analysis and auditing, as well as the application
review for special greenhouse gas reduction cases. All organizations in Taiwan that carry out greenhouse gas
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analysis and auditing in accordance with United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change obligations are
required to comply with these regulations.
The guidelines, which are being administered through standard EPA management procedures, cover the criteria
that must be met by greenhouse gas analysis and auditing organizations, as well as permit issuing and revocation
procedures, minimum qualifications for personnel, review procedures and various other legal requirements. The EPA
had already issued permits to 11 greenhouse gas analysis and auditing organizations prior to promulgation of the
regulations. These organizations are still qualified to hold permits but they are required to renew their permits within
one year of the regulations coming into effect.

The EPA intends to create a nationwide
real-time garbage truck query system and
cellphone app
Real-time Garbage Truck Query System under Evaluation
The EPA said that the idea of apps for real-time garbage trucks was modeled after the ongoing real-time bus query
system. Now, in Taoyuan County and in parts of Yunlin County and four other municipalities, the concept of real-time
information on garbage trucks has been introduced and GPS systems have been installed on garbage trucks, so that
the general public can access the whereabouts of garbage trucks through the Internet or cellphones. After reviewing
the needs and performance of the various municipalities, the EPA intends to take one step further by creating a
nationwide real-time garbage truck query system and cellphone app, so that local governments and the general public
can download the instant information when there is a need.
Garbage collection is a matter falling under the jurisdiction of local governments. It follows that methods of garbage
collection and other related matters shall vary in accordance with the conditions in each municipality. In view of
the rapid development of the electronics industry, the EPA will continue to incorporate the capabilities of electronic
communications into environmental protection affairs, thereby providing the general public with a more convenient
garbage truck query service.
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