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Farmland Pollution Remediation Measures Underway
There has been an increase in emissions and discharges of pollutants from some of Taiwan’s factories in
recent years, and because improvements to industrial drainage systems are not fully completed, farmers in
some areas are still irrigating their fields with polluted water. Soil contaminated with excessive amounts of
heavy metals can lead to contaminants finding their way into food crops, with the potential to affect the health
of the general public. To ensure the safety of farm produce, the EPA started soil pollution investigation and
remediation more than 30 years ago.

A

s industry and business have grown continuously
over the years, pollutants and wastewater
produced by factories, along with emissions and dust
from petrochemical plants and scrap metal smelting,
are all capable of creating varying levels of heavy
metal pollution in soil. The eight main culprits are
arsenic, cadmium, chromium, mercury, nickel, lead,
tin and copper. Different crops need differing amounts
of heavy metals to grow, and excess levels of some
heavy metals can harm plants and accumulate within
them. If such crops enter the food chain, food safety
will be impacted. Crops contaminated with heavy
metals have been uncovered frequently, with the

main problem being cadmium and mercury found at
excessive levels in whole grain rice. There was also a
case of excessive copper levels found in farms in the
Lunding area of Chaujou Township, Pingtung County,
in 2001. These cases highlight the potential such
incidents have for endangering public health.

Over 30 Years of Land Surveying and
Remediation of Polluted Soil
Since all farmland pollution incidents in Taiwan
have been a result of irrigation water pollution, in
1983 the then Environmental Protection Bureau of
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the Executive Yuan’s Department of Health began
been remediated and removed from the control list.
conducting nationwide heavy metal soil pollution
surveys with a priority on crop land. Following the
During the surveying period, the EPA had already
implementation of the Soil and Groundwater Pollution
embarked on the task of remediating these
Remediation Act, the EPA began re-inspecting the
contaminated farmlands. The EPA convened local
fields already listed as having high potential of heavy
government environmental protection bureaus for
metal pollution, and began carrying out remediation
consultation meetings and requested the polluters
work wherever necessary.
to map out remediation implementation procedures
for contaminated land and to submit control site
Statistics compiled by the Council of Agriculture for
pollution remediation plans to the environmental
2007 showed that Taiwan had a total of 825,946
protection bureau of the appropriate jurisdiction. Once
hectares of farmland. According to the previous
remediation work is completed, the EPA will conduct
farmland pollution records and the Classification
verification testing at the sites. A contaminated site
Table of Taiwan Soil Heavy Metal Content, there are
can be removed from the control list only when
approximately 50,000 hectares of Grade 4 polluted
remediation work done on it has passed testing.
farmland and 790 hectares of Grade 5 polluted
farmland. As of August 2014, an accumulated 799.9
In addition to announcing polluted farmland and
hectares of farmland had been announced as listed
adopting the necessary emergency measures, the
controlled sites. Among them, 486.3 hectares have
EPA also undertakes pollution remediation for these

Soil is piled and exposed to
sunlight

Special sieve bed is used to sieve
soil

Soil is leveled, mixed and crushed

Further crushing and mixing

Final process of leveling soil

Backfilling and tamping of soil

The turnover and dilution soil remediation technique
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sites at later dates. There are several remediation
methods that the EPA uses for this. For farmland that
is polluted with cadmium, copper, nickel, or tin, or is
generally lightly polluted, soil turnover and dilution will
be applied. For farmland that is polluted with cadmium,
lead, mercury, or is generally heavily polluted, soil
acid washing will be applied. For farmland that is
partially contaminated, heat treatment, excavation, or
soil dressing will be applied.

Taoyuan County Worst for Contaminated
Farmland followed by Changhua and
Taichung Counties
As of the end of August of 2013, a total of 4,651
parcels of farmland with a cumulative area of 800
hectares had been surveyed and announced as
listed soil pollution control sites. Taoyuan County led
with 1,865 sites with a total area of 252 hectares.
Changhua County was next with a cumulative area
of 347 hectares spread over 1,556 sites, followed by
Taichung City with a cumulative area of 83 hectares
over 701 sites.
In 2013 alone, there were 21 counties and cities with
farmlands that had been found contaminated with
heavy metal concentrations exceeding soil pollution
control standards. A total of 221 hectares of farmland
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spread over 1,778 sites were added to the list of soil
pollution control sites last year.

Polluted Farmland Totaling 430 Hectares
Remediated through Subsidies to Local
Governments
Since 2003, the EPA has been granting subsidies to
14 counties and cities to remediate polluted farmland.
To date, all local governments except for Taoyuan
County, Taichung City and Changhua County have
delisted previously polluted farmland. The remediation
measures employed were soil turnover and dilution
(312.88 hectares), and acid washing (9.56 hectares).
Of the total remediation cost of NT$350,501,995,
NT$70,960,408 was paid as compensation to
farmers for not being able to farm affected land,
NT$279,168,488 was spent on pollution removal,
and NT$373,099 was spent on regeneration. The
EPA also spent NT$46 million on land restoration
that was carried out with the assistance of the
Council of Agriculture’s Agriculture and Food Agency,
the Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, and
Agriculture Research and Extension Stations.
By the end of 2013, an accumulated 1,965 farmland
parcels totaling 430.3 hectares had been remediated
and delisted in accordance with legal regulations. At

Crops are removed from contaminated farmland and transported to an incinerator for disposal
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present there are still 2,437 parcels that are listed as pollution surveys and completing remediation work at
soil pollution controlled sites. The EPA will continue the earliest possible date to return listed farmlands to
to assist local governments in conducting farmland agricultural use while safeguarding food safety.

International cooperation

Minister Wei Visits US to Promote International
Environmental Partnership
EPA Minister Kuo-Yen Wei accepted an invitation by the US Environmental Protection Agency to visit the US
from 5~17 August 2014. Minister Wei’s visit marked the launch of the Cities Clean Air Partnership (CCAP). He
also took the opportunity to deliver a public speech on “International Environmental Partnership and International Cooperation” at the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in New York. The talk called on people to take
a more holistic view of the environment in working to protect future generations and the Earth that we depend
upon for survival.

Sharing Taiwan’s Experiences and Learning
from the US

D

uring his ten-day stay in the US, Minister Wei
delivered two key speeches and engaged in a
variety of other activities. He delivered the opening
speech at the 2014 Los Angeles Environmental
Forum, sharing Taiwan’s management policy on
contaminated sediments, and at the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Office in New York he gave a public
lecture on International Environmental Partnership
and International Cooperation. With the arrangements
of the US EPA, Minister Wei also: launched the Cities
Clean Air Partnership; visited a Kids Making Sense
event, a benchmarking program focused on air quality
monitoring and environmental education; listened
to presentations on industrial sludge treatment,
disposal and management given by the US EPA
Region 9 and Region 2; attended presentations on
US climate change adaptation, Hurricane Sandy
disaster response and restoration, and sustainable
management of post-disaster wastes; attended a
presentation on forensic applications of vegetation in
managing environmental pollution; and toured other
sites.

Taiwan and US Cooperating Closely to
Improve Asia Pacific Air Quality
On 8 August 2014, Minister Wei was in San Francisco
to sign the Cities Clean Air Partnership (CCAP) with
representatives of the US Environmental Protection
Agency, California’s Bay Area and South Coast Air

Quality Management Districts, as well as Clean Air
Asia. The International Environmental Partnership
aims to accelerate the improvement of air quality
in the Asia Pacific region through environmental
exchanges with the US and regional environmental
cooperation.
As Minister Wei pointed out, over the past 21 years
of Taiwan-US environmental cooperation, Taiwan’s
emissions have dropped significantly, leading to
a remarkable improvement in air quality. Through
unrelenting effort in the field of environmental
protection, Taiwan has gone from being an importer
to an exporter of environmental technology and
regulatory expertise. He also said that the signing
of the 2014 CCAP is an important milestone in the
history of Taiwan-US relations.
In terms of preventing the deterioration of air quality,
Minister Wei said that cities are the key in the global
sustainable development network, and since air
pollution can cross national boundaries, cooperation
between cities worldwide is particularly important. In
response to this issue, a number of emerging Asian
cities have joined together to form Clean Air Asia
in order to help each other prevent air pollution and
improve air quality.
As an initiator of the CCAP, Taiwan is actively seeking
even closer cooperation with the US EPA and is
becoming the lead player in Asian environmental
protection. For instance, Taiwan delegates will be
attending the Better Air Quality Conference in Sri
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Lanka at the end of the year, at which they will share
Taiwan’s experience in air quality management and
will also seek to expand Taiwan-US environmental
cooperation, so as to raise air quality management in
Taiwan to the next level.

capacity to harness the skills of community residents
and school students for environmental quality
monitoring. Understanding the air quality of residential
environments is a first step toward supporting air
quality improvement measures.

Lessons from US on Air Quality Monitoring
Integrated with Environmental Education

The recent interaction between the EPAs of Taiwan
and the US have not only strengthened mutual
cooperation on various substantive issues but have
also paved the way for more US assistance in
improving environmental monitoring and education in
Taiwan, so that Taiwan’s citizens can enjoy a better
quality of life. The EPA is also currently planning to
hold a KMS Training Camp in Taiwan this September
in order to further expand Taiwan-US environmental
exchanges.

While Minister Wei was in Los Angeles, the US
EPA made special arrangements to attend the Mark
Keppel High School Kids Making Sense (KMS)
program. KMS is a comprehensive, hands-on,
international, experiential environmental program
jointly created, with US EPA funding, by Sonoma
Technology Inc. (STI) and HabitatMap. KMS is based
on crowdsourcing of credible air quality data and
helps participating students make a direct contribution
toward protecting air quality in their communities.
Among the many activities, the main purpose of
Minister Wei’s visit to the US was to gain a better
understanding of how the US EPA is developing the

Minister Wei also had the chance to tour Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory, the Geysers geothermal
power plant, the University of Rhode Island's seabed resources development projects and the Yale
University green campus project.

Minister Kuo-Yen Wei (standing) and US EPA Regional Administrator for the Pacific
Southwest, Jared Blumenfeld (second from right), jointly launch the Cities Clean Air
Partnership (CCAP) during a press conference at the US Golden Gate National Park, on 8
August 2014.
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Toxic Substance

Draft of Regulations Governing the Registration of New
and Existing Chemical Substances Preannounced
In order to instate an effective registration system for information on toxic chemical substances, the EPA has
formulated and preannounced the Regulations Governing the Registration of New and Existing Chemical Substances, as authorized by the Toxic Chemical Substances Control Act. The regulations will provide the legal
framework for registration information on new and existing chemical substances.

T

he EPA drew up the draft of the Regulations
Governing the Registration of New and Existing
Chemical Substances in accordance with Article
7-1 Paragraph 6 of the Toxic Chemical Substances
Control Act. The draft contains 34 articles in 5
chapters covering: general provisions; registration of
new toxic chemical substances; registration of existing
toxic chemical substances; information disclosure
and confidential business information protection; and
supplementary provisions.
The main points of the Regulations Governing
the Registration of New and Existing Chemical
Substances are as follows:
1) Chapter 1 – General provisions: Covers the
qualifications the registration applicant must hold;
definition of terms; and circumstances under which
the regulations are excluded or not applicable.
2) Chapter 2 – Registration of new chemical
substances: Covers classification of chemical
substances; quantity tonnage; required information
on the chemical substances; forms for pre-verification
and forms for registering special categories;

joint registration; periods of validity for approved
registration; and circumstances under which grace
periods will be given.
3) Chapter 3 – Registration of existing chemical
substances: Covers the first-stage registration
of existing chemical substances; announcement
of the existing chemical substances in stages;
joint registration; approved registration codes;
management of registration documents; and periodic
reporting requirements.
4) Chapter 4 – Information disclosure and confidential
business information protection: Covers the
mechanism for information disclosure; confidential
business information applicable for protection, and the
ways of applying for such protection.
5) Chapter 5 – Supplementary provisions: Includes
regulations applicable to both new and existing
chemical substances, such as registration review
periods; modification of registration documents;
revocation or nullification of registration; and the
Internet systems and other tools that should be used
to process registrations.

Toxic Substance

Newly-Listed Toxic Chemicals and Other Control
Measures Announced
The EPA has announced revisions to the list of controlled toxic chemical substances, with hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD) being added along with bans on the use of chromated copper arsenate (CCA) as a wood preservative and the use of polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) as flame retardants in the manufacturing of
electronic products.

A

rticle 7 of the Toxic Chemical Substances Control
Act stipulates that any chemical substance with
toxic properties as defined under Article 3 of the said
act must be announced as being a Class I, Class II,

Class III, or Class IV toxic chemical substance. Article
11 of the act states that unless other regulations
apply, the handling of toxic chemical substances shall
be conducted in accordance with methods officially
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announced or approved by the central competent
authority. It also authorizes the central competent
authority to announce control concentration standards
and large scale handling standards for toxic chemical
substances based on management requirements.
The amendments and announcement were made
to align controls on hexabromocyclododecane
(HBCD), chromated copper arsenate (CCA),
and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs)
with international norms. The main points of the
amendments are as follows:
1) HBCD is a flame retardant that is able to suppress
the inflammability of organic compounds and is thus
commonly added to insulation panels or is intercalated
between layers of building materials. It is listed as
a persistent organic pollutant under the Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. The
bioconcentrations of HBCD, α-HBCD, β-HBCD,and
γ-HBCD are in the range of Class I toxic chemicals as
stated in the Toxic Chemical Substances Control Act,
and so the EPA is adding the chemical to the list of
controlled toxic substances (listed as No. 174, serial
numbers 01-04).
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2) CCA is a water-soluble compound composed of
chromium, arsenic, and copper that is used as a wood
preservative. Atmospheric conditions, rain, and acids
in soil are all capable of leaching the aforementioned
heavy metals out of CCA. Among these heavy metals,
arsenic is of particular concern for the environment
while hexavalent chromium is of particular concern
to human health due to its carcinogenic properties.
The EPA has thus tightened the restrictions on the
use of CCA (listed as No. 055, serial number 25) and
announced that from 1 January 2016, CCA will be
banned from use as a wood preservative.
3) PBDEs are another category of commonlyused flame retardants, often found in fire protection
materials. However, PBDEs have been found to
interfere with the function of the human endocrine
system, hence the tightening of restrictions on their
use. From 1 January 2016, PBDEs (listed as No. 091,
serial numbers 02-08) will be banned from use as
flame retardants in the manufacturing of electronic
products. This measure is expected to lead to a large
reduction in the use of PBDEs in Taiwan.

International cooperation

Taiwan, US and Philippines Join Forces to Promote
Cooperation on Environmental Data
To set in motion the International Environmental Partnership established in April 2014 by the EPAs of Taiwan
and the US, the Taiwan EPA, the US EPA and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources of the
Philippines jointly held the 2014 Regional Working Group on Environmental Information conference in Manila,
from 1-4 September 2014. This was the first time that the three agencies have cooperated in such a manner.

T

aiwan and the US have already benefited from
over ten years of mutual cooperation over
environmental data systems development and have
had some substantial successes. One of these is a
Central Data eXchange (CDX) that the Taiwan EPA
developed after examining the one established by
the US EPA. Taiwan is keen to continue working with
the US to gain similar knowledge and experience
that could then be offered to other nations in South
East Asia, which would also highlight the strength of
Taiwan’s environmental data system technologies.
Environmental agencies from eight nations – including
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Maldives, Vietnam, and

Thailand – were invited to the conference in Manila,
along with representatives from a number of non-profit
organizations. Wide-ranging discussions on topics
related to the development of regional environmental
data systems were held, and the delegates also
explored potential avenues for future exchanges
and cooperation. Taiwan’s delegates noted that
during the four days of the conference there was
considerable sharing of experiences on how to deal
with the challenges of environmental data integration,
data exchange, open data, as well as trends in the
development of data technologies.
During the conference, the Taiwan EPA displayed
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i t s E n v i r o n m e n t a l C l o u d p l a n a n d a l s o i t s The Taiwan EPA hopes that the level of Taiwanaccomplishments in saving energy in server rooms. US cooperation shown before and during the Manila
The US EPA had a display showing its Business conference will become a template on which to build
Intelligence Analytic Center in operation, as well as closer Asia Pacific regional environmental protection
other interactive Web tools.
partnerships and jointly seek out new opportunities to
develop regional environmental data systems.

Participants of the 2014 Regional Working Group on Environmental Information conference

Water

Minister Wei Inspects Industrial Park Wastewater
Discharge
Concerned about the treatment of wastewater in industrial parks, on 29 August 2014, EPA Minister Kuo-Yen
Wei paid a visit to Kuanyin Industrial Park in Taoyuan County to inspect its service center and wastewater treatment plant, and he gained a better understanding of how industrial effluent is currently being treated. Minister
Wei also announced that the EPA has drawn up the Industrial Park Wastewater Treatment Plant Inspection
Plan, which will enable the EPA and local government environmental protection bureaus to strengthen inspections and audits of wastewater treatment plants in industrial parks.

T

o protect the algal reef along the coast of
Taoyuan County, for the last two years the EPA
and the Taoyuan County Government Environmental
Protection Bureau have been implementing the
Taoyuan County Algal Reef Pollution Source
Inspection and Control Plan. Inspections and

audits conducted under the plan employ the latest
technology. The Taoyuan County Environmental
Protection Bureau has also set up its so-called Owl
Inspection Operation, which deploys additional
manpower to target enterprises with high pollution
risk as well as wastewater treatment plants in
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Taoyuan’s industrial parks, with the aim of preventing
unscrupulous operators from discharging polluted
water during nighttime, weekends or holidays. The
program has proven to be very successful to date.
The plan for additional controls has involved intensive
monitoring of water quality in nine rivers, all of which
have shown reduced levels of pollution and overall
improvement. Of the nine, water quality in Shulin
River has shown the greatest fluctuation, mainly as
a result of poor quality wastewater being discharged
from Kuanyin Industrial Park wastewater treatment
plant. This plant has been found to have violated
the Water Pollution Control Act 58 times over the
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previous two years and has been fined over NT$23
million. The main infringements include discharging
substandard wastewater and discharging wastewater
through undeclared channels, which indicate that
there are not enough wastewater treatment facilities
at the plant. The Ministry of Economic Affairs’
Industrial Development Bureau is currently pushing
the contractor (hired by the plant’s operator to run the
plant) to speed up the replacement of old equipment
and the construction of new facilities. Completion of
the work should result in a marked improvement in
volumes of wastewater that can be treated and in the
quality of discharged water.

Water

Round-the-Clock Real-Time Monitoring Ushers in New
Era in Wastewater Control
Through the application of scientific tools, the EPA is now able to conduct 24-hour automatic online monitoring
of wastewater and transmission of the acquired data. By 14 July 2014, the installations of monitoring equipment
in the effluent drainage systems of 35 industrial parks have been completed. This marks the first stage of a plan
to monitor all industrial wastewater, with over 90% of it now subject to real-time monitoring. This ushers in a
new era in the protection of Taiwan’s aqueous environments.

I

ndustrial parks concentrate several enterprises in
one area. The current method of controlling water
pollution relies mainly upon unannounced inspections
conducted by environmental protection bureaus during
which water samples are taken. Unfortunately, both
manpower and time are limited making it difficult to
increase the frequency of inspections, and sometimes
the opportunity to control pollution incidents or identify
the pollution source during the crucial initial period is
missed. In an attempt to address the shortcomings
of the current inspection regime, on 15 July 2014 the
EPA formally initiated a new system of automated
online monitoring of wastewater and transmission
of the acquired data. The system will be applied in
stages to all industrial parks and enterprises over
a certain size, allowing for better control over water
pollution at source.
The first stage applies to enterprises that are
permitted to discharge over 10,000 cubic meters of
wastewater daily and to specified wastewater sewer
system of industrial parks that - following approval
of their environmental impact assessments - are
permitted to discharge over 2,000 cubic meters of

wastewater daily. The regulations stipulate that they
must have completed installation of 24-hour monitoring
equipment by 14 July 2014 and that monitoring data
and real-time images must be transmitted online
to their local government environmental protection
bureau. Items to be monitored include inlet and outlet
water volumes, water temperature, pH, conductivity,
chemical oxygen demand (COD), and concentrations
of suspended solids.
To date, 35 industrial park wastewater systems meet
the above standards and all of them had monitoring
equipment installed by 14 July 2014. The total daily
amount of wastewater flowing through these systems
is about one million cubic meters, or 92% of the total
volume of industrial park effluent. The second stage
of the plan that is due to be completed by the end
of December 2014 involves a total of 55 wastewater
systems serving large enterprises and power plants
which have a daily wastewater discharge of over
15,000 cubic meters, along with medium sized
industrial parks.
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Screenshot showing automated online monitoring and transmission of acquired data

Environmental Sanitation

Emergency Management Information System Established
to Provide Online Reporting and Real-Time Support
The EPA has established the Emergency Management Information System (EMIS) that serves as an information platform for local governments. On normal days, the EMIS provides online service for local governments to
establish databanks on personnel, disinfection agents and cleaning equipment. When dealing with natural disasters, the EMIS provides online reporting and a mutual assistance channel to help local governments rapidly
carry out post-disaster cleaning, disinfection, drinking water quality testing and prevention measures against
dengue fever outbreaks.

T

he EPA indicated that responding to natural
disasters requires interdepartmental cooperation
such that environmental agencies are ready for the
tasks of cleaning up and disinfecting. Around the
end of April every year, before the flood season, the
EPA supervises local government environmental
protection bureau activities related to inspecting
and cleaning out drains and ditches within their
jurisdictions. The local bureaus are also required to
ensure that their cleaning and disinfection equipment
is in good working order, that supplies of cleaning
and disinfection agents, mobile toilets, temporary
refuse dumps, and other necessary resources are
ready, and that open contracts for renting tools and
machinery are in place. Whenever a disaster occurs,
the EPA works closely with the Central Emergency
Operation Center and uses the EMIS for: online
situation reporting; launching mutual assistance;
conducting drinking water quality sampling and

testing; and dispatching backhoes, tractors, and other
equipment. The EMIS is also used for establishing
temporary refuse transfer stations and assisting local
environmental agencies in prioritizing which urban
and other main thoroughfares need to be cleared and
cleaned.
As typhoons pass by they often bring heavy rain in
their wake, creating ideal conditions for dengue fever
mosquito vectors to breed. If standing water is not
removed within a week, the mosquito vectors can
reproduce to the point of creating a major public health
problem. The EPA constantly reminds members of the
public to remove water from containers and anywhere
else where it may accumulate. The EPA also reminds
the public to inspect potential mosquito breeding sites,
both inside and outside their residences, at least once
a week. Having everyone regularly check containers
and areas where water can collect in and around
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their houses is the best way to keep dengue fever at
bay.
If a member of the public discovers a mosquito
breeding site outside of their residence that is difficult
to remove, they can call the EPA’s dedicated hotline
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– 0800-066-666 – to report it. They can also report
it online through the EPA’s EcoLife website (http://
ecolife.epa.gov.tw/) or by downloading the EcoLife
app to their mobile device. The government will
quickly dispatch someone to clean up the site.

Emergency Management Information System (EMIS) website

News Briefs
Amendments to Toxic Chemical Substances
Handling Application Fee Standards Preannounced
In compliance with the Toxic Chemical Substances
Control Act which was amended and announced on 11
December 2013, the EPA has amended the draft of the
Toxic Chemical Substances Handling Application Fee
Standards and renamed it the Toxic Chemical Substances
Handling Application and Chemical Substance Information
Registration Fee Standards. The amendments clearly
specify the fee standards for chemical substances
registration and the approval of the operation of Class IV
toxic chemical substances. In addition, to mitigate the impact
on small and medium sized enterprises, if the applicant
qualifies as a small or medium sized enterprise under the
Act for Development of Small and Medium Enterprises,
a preferential discount will be applied to the chemical
substance registration review fee.

Draft Amendments to the Enforcement Rules
of the Environmental Impact Assessment Act
Preannounced

To enhance, both administratively and socially, the stability
of environmental impact assessment (EIA) decisions,
thereby improving the efficiency of the EIA process, and
to strengthen the dialogue between the general public
and the competent authorities of relevant industries,
the EPA formulated the eighth set of amendments to
the Enforcement Rules of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Act.
The key points of the current amendments include:
1. clearly defining the EIA review and decision
implementation and supervising responsibilities of related
governmental agents
2. strengthening the roles played by the competent
authorities for relevant industries
3. requiring local environmental protection authorities
to make public their EIA review process, which shall be
modeled after the procedures of the EPA in the future
4. implementing public participation measures and
enforcing information disclosure related to the EIA process
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5. adding to the ways by which an EIA case can enter into
the second phase of review

September 2014

7. clearly defining conflict of interest in the review of EIA
cases

and functions are available to users for inspection and
downloading through a test site at http://www.tcsachemreg.
org.tw. In the future, after the Regulations Governing
Chemical Substances Information Registration are
formally promulgated, the platform is expected to provide
comprehensive functions for registration of chemical
substances.

Tr i a l Ve r s i o n o f C h e m i c a l S u b s t a n c e s
Registration Platform Installed

Cleaning Agents on the Market Tested, Green
Mark Products Come to the Fore

In response to the forthcoming registration system for
new and existing chemical substances, the EPA is in
the process of developing a networking platform and
registration tools. The EPA invites all sectors of society
to do online trial runs of this platform and provide their
opinions so that the functions of the platform can be
streamlined to provide a user-friendly interface to the
general public.

The EPA released the results of its random check of 33
laundry detergents (including 14 Green Mark products)
and 29 dish detergent products (including 15 Green Mark
products). The results showed that seven general laundry
detergents, six general dish detergents and one laundry
detergent with the Green Mark label failed to meet the
criteria for the Green Mark. The EPA has processed the
violation case in accordance with regulations.

In accordance with the contents of the preannounced
draft of the Regulations Governing Chemical Substances
Information Registration, the EPA has now installed the
trial version of the chemical substances registration
platform, the functions of which include instructions for
users, download of the trial version of the registration tools,
and others. At the present stage some of the information

T h e E PA m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i t s l a t e s t c h e c k o f t h e
commercially available detergents was based on a high
standard for the Green Mark. The purpose of so doing
was not only to understand the characteristics of the
general detergent products, but also to enforce tracking
management, as well as to safeguard the quality of green
marked detergent products for consumers.

6. formulating the procedures for the modification of EIA
statements

Mercury Content of Zinc
Carbon Batteries and Alkaline
Batteries to be Limited to 1
ppm

Cleaning agents with the Green Mark available on the market
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T h e E PA h a s p r e a n n o u n c e d
amendments to the Controls on the
Manufacture, Import and Sale of
Dry Batteries in order to reduce the
heavy metal content of batteries.
Henceforth, the mercury content of
zinc carbon batteries and alkaline
batteries will be limited to less than
1 ppm and the cadmium content to
less than 20 ppm. For button type
dry batteries the mercury content
will be limited to less than 5 ppm
and the cadmium content to less
than 20 ppm. The lowering of the
mercury control standard to under
1 ppm sets a new benchmark for
international standards.
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