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EPA Minister Lee Exhibits Taiwan’s Role in Global Carbon
Reduction at COP23 in Germany

T

he main influential event leading the global fight against climate change, the 23rd session of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC
COP23), was held in November in Bonn, Germany. The Executive Yuan’s delegation, led by EPA Minister
Ying-Yuan Lee, held 31 bilateral meetings with heads of Taiwan’s diplomatic allies, along with environmental
ministers, UN ambassadors and permanent representatives to the UN of several other nations, as well as
some members of the German parliament. During the trip, Minister Lee gave interviews to several German TV
stations and magazines, in which he expressed Taiwan’s resolve in carbon reduction.
Presided over by the island nation Fiji, the two-week
UNFCCC COP23 that concluded on 18 November
2017 attracted over 20,000 attendees who discussed
future action guidelines for the implementation of the
Paris Agreement. Taiwan took part in this important
event with delegates from the public, academic, and
industrial sectors, while being professional, practical,

contributive and displaying a diverse and vibrant
energy to establish a sustainable environment.

Meetings with heads of state and
environmental ministers of diplomatic
allies
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Through arrangements made by the Ministry of Lee in its November issue's cover story on Taiwan’s
Foreign Affairs (MOFA) and Taiwan’s Representative accomplishments and directions in response to
to Germany, Jhy-Wey Hsieh, the Executive Yuan’s climate change.
delegation was able to hold 31 bilateral meetings
with Taiwan’s diplomatic allies and countries friendly Let Taiwan Help. Leave No One Behind!
toward Taiwan. The delegation leader, Minister
Ying-Yuan Lee, took part in 19 meetings, including On 13 November, DW conducted a special interview
discussions with the heads of state of the Marshall with Minister Lee. The host expressed disbelief with
Islands, Nauru, St. Lucia, Swaziland and Tuvalu. He Taiwan’s exclusion from UNFCCC events and other
also engaged in extensive and in-depth dialogues significant efforts to deal with climate change. The
with environmental ministers and UN ambassadors minister stated that being deliberately blocked from
of several other nations, as well as some members of participating in the UNFCCC actually accentuates
the German parliament.
Taiwan’s difficult situation and arouses international
attention and sympathy.

Interviews with multiple international
m e d i a o n T a i w a n ’ s d e t e r m i n a t i o n A video was played before the interview, showing the
impact of climate change on Taiwan as well as citizen
regarding carbon reduction
During his stay in Germany, Minister Lee was
interviewed by several Taiwanese and foreign
media, such as Deutsche Welle (DW), TV Berlin, the
(Taiwan) Central News Agency and Yahoo TV, and
he spoke about Taiwan’s resolve and step-by-step
concrete actions in energy transition and greenhouse
gas emission reductions. The influential German
magazines Business and Diplomacy featured Minister

protests against nuclear power. Referring to the clip,
Minister Lee emphasized Taiwan’s current path of
transition to clean energy in an attempt to meet its
carbon reduction goals.
This interview on DW’s English news channel could
be seen by 100 million viewers.

Minister Ying-Yuan Lee met with President Hilda Heine of the Marshall Islands (above left), Prime
Minister Enele Sosene Sopoaga of Tuvalu (above middle), Prime Minister Barnabas Sibusiso Dlamini of
Swaziland (above right), Prime Minister Allen Chastanet of St. Lucia (below left), and President Baron
Waqa of Nauru (below right).
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Minister Lee gave a special interview to Deutsche Welle on 13 November.

14 diplomatic allies advocate for Taiwan’s
participation in UN Climate Change
Conferences
For speaking in support of Taiwan in senior meetings
throughout the duration of COP23 in Bonn, the
delegation expressed special thanks to 12 of Taiwan’s
diplomatic allies: Belize, Burkina Faso, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, the Marshall Islands,
Nicaragua, St. Lucia, the Solomon Islands, Swaziland
and Tuvalu. Also, 14 of Taiwan’s allies presented
letters to the Chair of the Conference, President Jioji
Konrote of Fiji, and the Executive Secretary of the
UNFCCC Secretariat, Patricia Espinosa, to advocate
for Taiwan’s inclusion and actual participation in
UNFCCC meetings and other activities.
Both inside and outside the COP23 venue, a
number of organizations from Taiwan actively voiced
their views at exhibition stands and in speeches,
emphasizing that Taiwan should take part in such
a significant event. These included the Industrial
Technology Research Institute (ITRI), the Taiwan
Research Institute (TRI), the Taiwan Institute for
Sustainable Energy (TAISE), the Environmental
Quality Protection Foundation (EQPF), the Taiwan
Carbon Capture Storage and Utilization Association
(TCCSUA), the Taiwan Association of Sustainable
Ecological Engineering Development (TASEED), Delta
Electronics Foundation, the Foundation of Taiwan
Industry Service (FTIS), Mom Loves Taiwan, and the

Taiwan Youth Climate Coalition (TWYCC). There were
also city and regional representatives from Taipei,
New Taipei City, Taoyuan, Tainan, and Kaohsiung
answering the call of the UNFCCC for public-private
collaboration as well as for central-local government
cooperation to combat climate change.
Answering the call for global carbon reduction
a c t i o n s , t h e E x e c u t i v e Yu a n h a s m a p p e d o u t
general guidelines for greenhouse gas mitigation
and climate change adaptation by approving the
National Climate Change Action Guidelines ( 國家
因 應 氣 候 變 遷 行 動 綱 領 ) in February 2017. After
consulting with the central government, the EPA also
announced in November drafts of Taiwan’s Phase 1
goals for greenhouse gas emission controls, in the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Action Plan ( 溫室氣體
減量推動方案 ) and the Greenhouse Gas Emission
Control Action Programs ( 溫室氣體排放管制行動方
案 ). With initially slow and then accelerating carbon
reduction measures, Taiwan is set to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions to 2% lower than that of
the baseline year 2005 by 2020, to 10% lower by
2025, and to 20% lower by 2030. Moreover, practical
interdepartmental measures have been brought up for
energy, manufacturing, transportation, residential and
commercial, agricultural, and environmental sectors
to share the responsibility to cut carbon emissions in
order to gradually reach Taiwan’s long-term reduction
goal of having the carbon emissions 50% lower than
2005 emission levels by the year 2050.
3
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to establish partner relationships and face climate
Future Outlook
change alongside other members of the international
Climate change is a scientifically proven fact that community, Taiwan is more than willing to share
has real, major impacts on the planet and threatens its expertise and experiences in protecting the
human health and the sustainable development of environment, assist nations in need, and build true
the environment, societies, and economies. For a friendships. Taiwan refuses to be absent in the fight to
long time, Taiwan has been silently doing its duty by safeguard Earth against climate change, as it is of the
working relentlessly through bilateral and multilateral utmost importance to build a sustainable environment
environmental agreements and cooperation. Hoping for future generations.
Vol. XX Issue 12, 2017

Climate Change

EPA Announces Draft Phase 1 Greenhouse Gas Emission
Control Goals

A

fter consulting with relevant central competent authorities, the EPA has formulated the Phase 1 Goals
for Greenhouse Gas Emission Controls (draft) ( 第一期溫室氣體階段管制目標草案）. This task is to be
shared by the central government entities responsible for energy, manufacturing, transportation, residential and
commercial affairs, agriculture, and the environment. Subsequent public hearings and meetings will be held to
gather ideas from all fields for the Executive Yuan’s reference.
Article 11 of the Greenhouse Gas Reduction and
Management Act ( 溫室氣體減量及管理法 ) mandates
setting phased goals for greenhouse gas emission
control for five-year periods. Thus, the EPA has
consulted with various central competent authorities,
and after many discussions has formulated the Phase
1 Goals (draft). With measures starting from small
reductions in the early stages to steeper reductions
in later stages, the goal for 2020 greenhouse gas
emissions is set at 260.717 million metric tons
of carbon dioxide equivalents, 2% lower than
the emission level in 2005, which is used as the
baseline. The goals for the following phases are a
10% reduction from the baseline by 2025 and a 20%
reduction by 2030.
Relative emission contributions (see graph below),
current emissions, reduction trends, and reduction
potentials of the six sectors have been taken into
account. The draft of the Phase 1 Goals clarifies each
sector’s responsibilities and requires joint efforts on
carbon reduction in addition to setting overall national
emission targets. As the energy sector is likely to
have increased emissions during the transitional
period, it nonetheless needs to strive to reach its
phased goals.

4

Meanwhile, the government has also mapped out
complementary projects and measures to further
cut emissions, for example in the EPA’s draft of the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Action Plan ( 溫室氣
體減量推動方案 ), on overall reductions. Also, the
Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA), Ministry of
Transportation and Communications (MOTC), Ministry
of the Interior (MOI), and Council of Agriculture
(COA) each proposed drafts for the Greenhouse Gas
Emission Control Action Programs ( 溫室氣體排放管制
行動方案 ) for their respective areas of responsibility,
along with evaluation standards and more detailed
targets for greenhouse gas emission control. Public
opinion will be gathered concerning all the measures
and programs above during the public hearings on
phased control goals.
The EPA pointed out that after the draft goals are
approved by the Executive Yuan, ministers are
responsible for each sector’s emission reduction
will be required to present annual implementation
reports. Each department’s own progress on phased
goals will be examined based on emission statistics
and data, and those that fail to reach targets will be
required to provide improvement plans. Combined
with evaluations and modifications on a dynamic basis
every five years, Taiwan is expected to phase-byphase meet its long-term greenhouse gas emission
reduction goals and reach a minimum 50% reduction
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3. Transportation sector: 189.663 metric tonnes of
CO2e

The draft specifies Phase 1 goals, which stipulate the
allowed maximum of total emissions of greenhouse
gases, in carbon dioxide equivalents, from 2016 to
2020. The details include:
(1) National greenhouse gas emission control target:
1437.531 metric tonnes of CO2e
(2) Sector greenhouse gas emission control
targets:
1. Energy sector: 163.139 metric tonnes of CO2e.

4. Residential and commercial sector: 298.845 metric
tonnes of CO2e.
5. Agriculture sector: 26.187 metric tonnes of
CO2e.
6. Environmental sector: 18.154 metric tonnes of
CO2e.
(3) Target for greenhouse gas emissions factor for
electricity (annual average): 0.517 kilograms.

2. Manufacturing sector: 741.543 metric tonnes of
CO2e

Agriculture
sector, 1.88%

Residential and
commercial
sector, 20.75%
Transportation
sector, 13.10%

Environmental
sector, 1.44%

Energy sector,
10.91%

Manufacturing
sector, 44.13%

Proportions of greenhouse gas emissions in Taiwan in 2015 (based on
sectors stated in the Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Management Act)

EIA

Highly Efficient EIA Review Process for Offshore Wind
Power Reaches a Milestone in Green Energy

T

he EPA has processed 22 environmental impact assessment (EIA) reviews for offshore wind power. The
initial investigation process has been highly efficient, with 19 cases completed in six months, and resulted
in recommendations to pass the EIAs. The increased efficiency of the EIA process stems from government
policies on impact assessments. The EPA enumerates demands and issues related to the environment by
conducting on-site surveys and taking stock of local residents’ opinions, as well as initiating joint investigations
5

Electronic Environmental Policy Monthly
Vol. XX Issue 12, 2017
to ascertain the cumulative effects of development. These steps have allowed the EPA to take both economic
development and environmental protection into account.
In accordance with Taiwan’s renewable energy goals,
the EPA handled 22 EIA reviews for offshore wind
power, with 19 cases completing the preliminary
review within six months. The EPA explained that
the capacity of installations, which already passed
the preliminary review, is up to 10.07 GW. This is a
significant increase from cases processed in 2016,
which were 0.61 GW. This adjustment is in line with
Taiwan’s 2025 renewable energy goals and the
government’s objective to have “selections for 3 GW
and bids for 2.5 GW” from offshore wind power. These
advancements will allow Taiwan to reach a major
milestone in green energy.
Despite the fact that Taiwan’s renewable energy
development trails that of western European countries,
the government has taken steps to actively promote
renewable energy. In order to reach Taiwan’s 2025
energy goals, the EPA first completed its Policy
Assessment for Offshore Wind Power Development
on 28 December 2016. It also set up consultations and
investigated the most prevalent environmental issues
for offshore wind power development and possible
response measures. This information will aid plans
for development as well as provide a reference and
benchmark for the follow-up EIA reviews. As the 19

cases continue through the review process, the review
committee will determine how environmental policies
and consultations align with practical application. The
EPA will enumerate the specific demands derived from
the most common environmental issues.
Civic group concerns about the conservation of the
Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin are an example of
a frequent issue arising during the EIA process.
Thus, the EIA review placed a strong emphasis on
determining and restricting the direct impacts of
construction and piling. The EPA set standards for
distances that should be restricted to development
and will carefully monitor construction during the
pile-driving period. The EPA also set regulations on
restricted distances, noise monitoring during pile
driving, the application of soft starters and noisereducing engineering, and restricted the time for pile
driving. In addition, during initial investigations, the
EPA recommended that the noise threshold comply
with German standards (StUK4, 2013). The sound
exposure level (SEL) value for noise 750 meters
below water in watch areas must not exceed 160dB.
In areas where mothers and juveniles of whales and
dolphins are discovered, the threshold values will be
further restricted.

Eleven public hearings and on-site surveys were held on offshore wind
generators, where public opinion on the projects was collected for further
reference for EIA reviews.
6
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The EPA reiterated that it wishes to have an efficient
process for the EIA procedure as it promotes a
number of large developments. Cases brought
forward that should pass, will pass. Cases that
require modification will receive specific details on
what needs to be adjusted. Assessments are to be
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completed within three reviews. The EPA will reduce
environmental concerns to the lowest level and seek
to prevent any protests or conflicts that could arise
later in development. Conducting effective EIA is the
only means to sustainable economic development.

General Policy

Vice President Chen Gives Keynote Speech at AsiaPacific Children’s Health Symposium

O

n 8 November 2017, Vice President Chen Chien-Jen attended the joint opening of the Environmental
Protection Technology Exhibition and the Asia-Pacific Children’s Health Symposium. Vice President Chen
shared with the participants Taiwan’s outstanding medical achievements in a keynote speech on preventive
medicine for children. About 200 guests attended the opening ceremony, including officials from the USEPA,
Australia, New Zealand and southeast Asian countries, along with representatives from local enterprises,
government organizations and academia. EPA Minister Ying-Yuan Lee, Acting Assistant Administrator of
the USEPA Jane Nishida, and the Deputy Director of the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) Robert Forden,
delivered opening speeches.
In his keynote speech, Vice President Chen stated
that Taiwan and the US first signed a bilateral
environmental cooperation agreement in 1993,
which has grown into the International Environmental
Program (IEP), launched in 2014. He further
pointed out that Taiwan is always willing to share
its experiences in environmental protection, and
that the IEP is a global program that particularly
focuses on the Asia-Pacific region, the most rapidly
developing part of the world. Thus far, more than
60 events have been organized with more than 40
countries participating. Through the IEP, Taiwan is
able to collaborate with dozens of organizations
in the US, Asia, and across the globe to tackle the
environmental and public health challenges that affect
children’s health.

guests for attending the events and expressed hope
that environmental professionals will contribute to a
healthy environment for the next generation.

As the world becomes more concerned with
environmental issues, Vice President Chen
emphasized that in addition to actively improving
domestic environments, Taiwan would like to
contribute to the world by providing solutions to
regional problems and improving the quality of
regional environments. Taiwan would love to share
its experiences in environmental protection and
looks forward to strengthening collaboration on
environmental law enforcement with Southeast Asian
countries so that the environment will be protected
while economies develop. He gave thanks to all the

In his remarks, Minister Lee stated that with
environmental protection technology as the theme
of the Exhibition and the Annual Conference of the
Chinese Institute of Environmental Engineering,
the event demonstrated achievements in a circular
economy, clean air, plastic-free ocean and caring
for Earth. Through the exhibition of advanced
technologies and products, the high level of Taiwan’s
environmental technology that are the fruit of
collaboration of government, academia and industry
were fully displayed.

Acting Assistant Administrator of the USEPA, Jane
Nishida, expressed gratitude to Vice President Chen,
Deputy Director of the AIT Robert Forden, EPA
Minister Ying-Yuan Lee, and the Taiwan government
for their efforts in successfully carrying out the IEP
and hosting the events. Without the hard work of
these parties, international cooperation such as the
IEP would not have been possible. She particularly
thanked the environmental scholars and professionals
who travelled from various countries and said the
world needs their work for a better living environment
and to safeguard the health of children.

7

Electronic Environmental Policy Monthly
Vol. XX Issue 12, 2017
Minister Lee further pointed out many advanced that uses ion exchange resins. These advanced
technologies showcased in the exhibition, such as technologies not only help safeguard public health in
an air quality monitoring vehicle, water sampling the areas of air, ocean, and farmland, but also add
technology for dioxin testing, bio-screen tests, and impetus to Taiwan’s efforts in establishing hotspots for
a time lapse capsule for heavy metal monitoring a circular economy.

Vice President Chen expressed hope that a healthy environment for the next
generation can be created through the work of environmental professionals.

Waste

Regulations for Determining Due Responsibility
of Commissioning Enterprises in Waste Disposal
Announced

B

ased on the Waste Disposal Act ( 廢棄物清理法 ), the EPA has set up the Regulations for Determining
Due Responsibility of Commissioning Enterprises in Waste Disposal ( 事業委託清理之相當注意義務認定
準則 ) , which went into effect upon its announcement on 24 November. This was done in order to strengthen
the joint responsibility that companies have with regard to waste production and to raise their awareness
of the regulatory measures. This also makes enterprises aware of the need to exercise due responsibility
when commissioning an agency to dispose of waste. These standards allow for central and local competent
authorities to have clearly defined standards to follow when determining whether an enterprise has exercised
due care.

An amendment was announced to Paragraph 1
Article 30 of the Waste Disposal Act on 18 January
2017. It largely increased collateral responsibilities
for the proper disposal of waste. In the event that a
commissioned agency has not properly disposed of
waste, and the commissioning enterprise has not
exercised full responsibility, both entities will be held
8

responsible for waste disposal and cleaning up the
environment.
The EPA has set the Regulations for Determining Due
Responsibility of Commissioning Enterprises in Waste
Disposal based on the authorization of the Waste
Disposal Act. The Regulations are for the benefit of
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enterprises to understand the standards and steps for
commissioning an agency to dispose of waste. They
also provide guidelines for special municipality, county,
and city competent authorities for determining whether
an enterprise has exercised due responsibility.
The regulations clearly outline required control
measures, for both enterprises with mandatory
placement of technicians and those with nonmandatory ones, when commissioning an agency
to dispose of waste. They include policies wherein
a business must commission the assistance of
relevant industry associations, academic associations,
specialized technicians, professional engineers,
or legal entities. Upon completing waste disposal
procedures, a commissioned agency is contractually
obliged to provide documentation proving that
appropriate disposal was carried out. When disposing
of the waste listed in Table 2, the commissioned
agency must cooperate with the commissioning
enterprise disposal inspections.
The regulations include nine articles. Other than
providing the legal basis, the key points are listed
below:
1. Control measures for enterprises with mandatory
placement of professional waste disposal personnel,
as stipulated by the Waste Disposal Act, Article 18,
Paragraph 2, when commissioning an agency to
dispose of waste.
2. Control measures for enterprises not required by
the EPA to have mandatory placement of professional

December 2017

waste disposal personnel when commissioning an
agency to dispose of waste.
3. Measures and scales for enterprises to commission
relevant industrial associations, academic
associations, specialized technicians, professional
engineers, or legal entities.
4. An enterprise is required to request the industry
association to which it belongs to initiate a jointinspection of the disposal or reuse agency
commissioned. The result shall be made available to
members of the association for reference.
5. Responsibilities of enterprises and relevant
authorities to provide documentation to determine
due diligence, and authorities to determine whether
agencies fail to properly dispose of waste in crossjurisdiction cases.
6. Special municipality, county, and city competent
authorities are to hold hearings when determining due
diligence.
7. Obligation of enterprises to assist in investigations.
Special municipality, county, and city competent
authorities are required to assess the distribution,
scope and amount of improperly disposed waste.
The EPA stressed that if enterprises focus more on
disposal and treatment procedures for the waste they
produce, this can lower the chance of inappropriate
waste disposal while preserving the environment, and
facilitate more efficient resource life cycles.

Waste

Used Tire Recycling Problems Resolved

O

wing to a significant drop in the amount of shredded used tires taken as a supplemental fuel in 2016, the
end-of-cycle treatment of used tires was affected and hence their stockpiles grew. Thus, the EPA put
extra effort into expanding the reuse channels for used tires. For example, the EPA encouraged the disposal
industry to take volume reduction measures, such as shredding tires into tiny pieces. Also, the EPA subsidized
local governments for the temporary storage and emergency treatment of used tires. As a result, the scrap tire
disposal problems have been resolved, and the monthly average reuse amount has exceeded 10,000 metric
tonnes since March 2017.
An estimate of over 120,000 metric tonnes of tires
are discarded annually, meaning that about 10,000
metric tonnes of waste tires need to be processed
every month. Of these, 8,600 metric tonnes are

shredded, and the used tires are mainly sold to cogeneration plants and pulp and paper companies as a
supplemental fuel. The EPA explains that the recycling
channels of used tires are divided into two types,
9
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according to their sources. Used tires produced by
households, motorcycle and bicycle repair stores are
categorized as general wastes and should be handed
to local waste collection teams. Those generated by
specific industries, such as tire stores and automobile
repair stores, have to be disposed of on their own or
require waste treatment companies in accordance
with Article 28 of the Waste Disposal Act.
After being transported to processing plants and
before being shredded and reused, used tires will
first have to be inspected and certified according to
Article 39 of the Waste Disposal Act. There are three
main ways to reuse waste tires: as a fuel alternative,
using them as substitutes for coal; deriving tire oil
and carbon black from them using pyrolysis; and
granulating them for reuse as a feedstock material for
other products.
Last year, the five reuse organizations that use
tires as a fuel alternative all encountered different
situations that suppressed the clearance of used tires
(for example, suspension, reduction of used tires,
damage to equipment). As a result, the total amount
of discarded tire reuse declined to an average of 7,500
metric tonnes per month. In response to this problem,

General waste

25%
Handed to local
waste collection
teams

Industrial waste

(tire stores and automobile
repair stores)

75%
Dispose on their
own or hire
waste treatment
companies

End-of-life treatment of used tires
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According to statistics, the total amount of stockpiled
used tires had decreased from 4,695 metric tonnes in
March 2017 to 1,318 metric tonnes in the beginning of
November 2017. In fact, the total amount of used tires
piled up in Taiwan now is far lower than the permitted
amount by 3,000 metric tonnes, which is only 43.9%
of the total permitted amount. The statistics also
indicate that the EPA’s administrative measures have
effectively resolved the disposal problems caused by
the insufficient reuse volume.

12000 metric
tonnes

Sources

(households or motorcycle
and bicycle repair stores)

the EPA implemented various new strategies. First,
the EPA assisted the existing reuse organizations to
resume or even increase their use of shredded used
tires as fuel. The EPA also assigned processing plants
that still have available storage space to shred their
used tires to increase the storage capacity. In this
way, the EPA was able to store an extra 4,200 metric
tonnes of used tires per month. In addition, the EPA
simplified export processes to encourage foreign
reuse companies to purchase shredded used tires
from Taiwan and to expand more reuse channels. It
is estimated that the amount of used tires exported to
Japan for reuse purposes had exceeded 4,800 metric
tonnes by the end of October this year.

Used as energy
Shredding
Process

Reuse

Granulating

Deriving
materials
through pyrolysis

As a feedstock
material for
other products
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More information on recycling companies for used
tires can be found on the website of the Resource
Recycling Fund Management Board (http://recycle.
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epa.gov.tw/), by contacting the EPA or calling the
toll-free number 0800-085-717.

Chemicals

EPA Holds 2017 International Chemical Management
Conference

T

he two-day International Chemical Management Conference was held on 9-10 November 2017 by the
Toxic and Chemical Substances Bureau (TCSB) of the EPA. During the conference, experts from various
fields in Taiwan and from the EU, Korea, the US and Vietnam discussed practical implementation and future
plans regarding management of chemicals. The conference successfully served as an excellent platform for
experience sharing and international cooperation.
In the conference, experts from different countries
shared their future plans and implementation
experiences with national and international chemical
management. The topics discussed included:
the EU’s current status and future plans of the
Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction
of Chemicals (REACH); the current chemical
management situation in Vietnam; Korea’s chemical
management system; and, the amendments and
plans of the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
in the US. The TCSB also took the opportunity
to discuss management policies and the future
outlook for chemical management in Taiwan, and
also exchanged opinions and learned from other
experts.

The EPA states that careful assessment of the
impact of chemical substances on human health,
the environment, society and economy, and carefully
managing such substances is the common goal of
the international community. Therefore, in order to
improve the management of chemicals throughout
their life cycles, the TCSB has developed a vision for
building a sustainable and safe chemical environment.
By referring to the Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management (SAICM), it set nine
indicators as a part of the development strategy for
chemical management. The experience gained from
this conference will be very beneficial to future policy
making.

News Briefs
Views on Strategic EIA for Establishing New
Science Parks Collected
The second task force consultation meeting of the
Strategic Environmental Assessment Statements on
Establishment and Expansion of Science Parks was held
on 8 November 2017. In the meeting, the discussion
among the EIA review committee and civic groups
revolved around the promotion idea that has been
modified and proposed by the Ministry of Science and
Technology. The main focus of the proposal is “not to
exceed the EIA-approved total emissions of the existing
science parks, and the local government of the proposed
new or expanded science park will be responsible for
the emission reduction when there is any excess of the
emission cap. However, the task force, based on the
opinions of the EIA committee, considered this idea
insufficient and lacking in applicable practical actions.

Therefore, it was recommended that before the third
consultation meeting is held, the Ministry of Science and
Technology should improve the idea in consideration with
the development plans of the science parks, and the total
amount of land the parks will need.
As for the air quality improvement issues that the public is
concerned about, the EIA committee suggested that the
Ministry of Science and Technology modify the concept by
referring to the Offset Principles for Air Pollutant Emissions
Produced in Developmental Activities and the review
principles for the expansion of the Sixth Naphtha Cracking
Plant Complex. The EPA also recommended that the
Ministry of Science and Technology use the offset ratio of
1 to 1.2 in order to gradually improve air quality in Class 3
control zones.
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Regulations on Review Management of Industrial
Waste Disposal Plan Announced
O n 1 6 N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 7 , t h e E PA a n n o u n c e d t h e
Regulations Governing the Review of Industrial Waste
Disposal Plans ( 事業廢棄物清理計畫書審查管理辦法 ),
which will go into effect on 1 July 2018. The announced
regulations are formulated in response to the amendments
to the Waste Disposal Act ( 廢棄物清理法 ) of 18 January
2017, which have significantly increased an enterprise’s
responsibility to manage the disposal of the waste it
produces. The said responsibilities most importantly
include making proposed plans that detail operations data,
the amount of industrial waste produced, and how the
waste will be disposed of. The EPA drafted the Regulations
Governing the Review of Industrial Waste Clearance and
Disposal Plans to strengthen the legal basis for industrial
waste disposal plans and improve the regulatory system.
Details were added for expiration dates, revocations
and cancellations of plans. By clarifying the regulations,
the EPA has improved the administration of wasteproducing enterprises by creating more uniformity and
efficiency in local government review processes, while also
providing more
comprehensive
management
rules on the
waste products of
enterprises.

Volunteer Meeting at Taitung County Stadium. Vice
President Chen Chien-Jen, EPA Deputy Minister Thomas
Chan, and Taitung Magistrate Justin Huang all personally
attended the event to provide opening remarks for the
event and cheer on participants. Over 2,000 volunteers
from Taiwan’s 22 cities and counties were selected as
winners from the first round of contests held in their
respective areas. Participants gave their all as they
competed for their district in an exciting contest that tested
their environmental knowledge.
From this year onward, the National Environmental
Volunteer Meeting will be held annually on the second
S a t u r d a y o f N o v e m b e r. I t w i l l g i v e v o l u n t e e r s a n
opportunity to learn more about the environment and will
provide a platform for participants and teams to interact,
learn together and grow in cohesiveness. This year, the
contest comprised four events that combined elements
of environmental knowledge, entertainment, and team
building. There was also an environmental Q&A to provide
an exciting way to learn and interact.

Over 2,000
Environmental
Volunteers
Gather in
Taitung to
Take on
Environmental
Puzzle
Challenges
On 12 November
2017, the EPA and
the Taitung County
Government held
the 2017 National
Outstanding
Environmental

Over 2,000 volunteers from Taiwan’s 22 cites and counties were selected to
participate in the National Environmental Volunteer Meeting on 12 November 2017.
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